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April 4 VA NEWS (VaNews vanews@vpap.org ) 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPROVES NORTHAM'S FUNDING PLAN FOR I-81, By 

AMY FRIEDENBERGER, Roanoke Times (Metered Paywall - 10 articles a month)  

Lawmakers have broken through the congestion and have backed a plan to fund improvements to 

Interstate 81. The General Assembly passed amendments from Gov. Ralph Northam on Wednesday, 

turning around what had been a failure by the legislature this past session to agree to a funding 

mechanism. 

 

 LEGISLATURE SUSTAINS NORTHAM’S VETOES AND BACKS MAJOR 

HIGHWAY PLAN By LAURA VOZZELLA AND AND ANTONIO OLIVO, Washington Post (Metered 

Paywall - 3 articles a month)  

Virginia’s General Assembly on Wednesday failed to override any of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 17 vetoes 

and backed his efforts to resurrect a hefty highway funding plan — suggesting that the scandal-tainted 

Democrat still has sway in the Capitol. 

 

NO TOLLS FOR INTERSTATE 81, FUNDING TO COME FROM FUEL TAX 

INCREASE By LAURA PETERS, News Leader (Metered Paywall - 5 articles a month)  

Area drivers will pay an estimated 7 cents more per gallon for gasoline to fund improvements to Interstate 

81. Legislators accepted the new regional tax as part of a budget amendment offered by Gov. Ralph 

Northam. The improvement laundry list, crafted through a series of public hearings up and down the I-81 

corridor in the past year, originally were to be funded by tolls along the interstate. 

 

GAS TAX GOING UP ALONG I-81 TO PAY FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS  
By ONOFRIO CASTIGLIA, Winchester Star (Metered Paywall - 5 articles a month)  

State legislators on Wednesday approved raising gas taxes and other fees to pay for $2 billion in Interstate 

81 improvements. Del. Dave LaRock, R-Hamilton, Del. Chris Collins, R-Frederick County, and Sen. Jill 

Vogel, R-Upperville, voted against the measure. Del. Wendy Gooditis, D-Clarke County, voted in favor 

of it. 

 

LAWMAKERS OK TAXES, FEES TO FUND I-81 WORK  
By AP AND STAFF REPORTS, Daily News Record (Subscription Required)  

The Virginia General Assembly has approved increasing truck registration fees and regional gas tax 

increases to pay for improvements to Interstate 81. Both the House and the Senate voted Wednesday to 

accept amendments proposed by Gov. Ralph Northam that included the tax and fee increases. Supporters 

said the increases would raise prices on gas in areas around I-81 by about 7 cents a gallon. 

 

LAWMAKERS TAKE UP GAS TAX HIKE, OTHER NORTHAM PLANS  
By ALAN SUDERMAN, Associated Press  

Virginia lawmakers voted Wednesday to hike gas taxes in some parts of the state to improve Interstate 81 

while also voting to restore suspended driver's licenses to hundreds of thousands of motorists. The 

Republican-led General Assembly approved those two measures and several others proposed by Gov. 

Ralph Northam during a one-day legislative session. 
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April 5 VA NEWS (VaNews vanews@vpap.org) 

 

RICHMOND REGION REMAINS THE ONLY MAJOR METRO AREA WITHOUT 

ANY DEDICATED TRANSPORTATION FUNDING  
By NED OLIVER, Virginia Mercury  

 

 I-81 FUNDING PACKAGE GETS APPROVAL,  
By MELINDA WILLIAMS, Southwest Times  

Virginia legislators gave their stamp of approval Wednesday to two governor-amended bills that establish 

funding sources for Interstate 81 improvements without the use of tolls. The action drew quick approval 

from Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates (ATFI) 

 

SOME MY WAY OR THE HIGHWAY POLITICS, VIRGINIA STYLE  
By DAVE RESS, Daily Press (Metered Paywall - 5 articles a month)  

Think of those two dread words for a Virginia legislator in an election year — taxes and tolls — as Shad 

Plank spins a tale about how trying to fix a deadly road in western Virginia turned into financial windfall 

that means the last 30 miles of Interstate 64 between Williamsburg and the Richmond suburbs are going 

to be widened from four lanes to six. 

 

 INSIDE NOVA, April 19, 2019 

Fairfax dedicates new trail between Vienna, Tysons 
Fairfax County and Vienna officials on April 16 cut the ribbon for the new Vesper Trail, which stretches 0.4 

Read more 

INSIDENOVA, April 19, by Brian Trompeter, Sun Gazette Newspapers 
QUOTE: 

“The Vesper Trail represents another important way for residents to access all that Tysons has to offer, 
without the time and cost of driving your car,” [Fairfax BOS Chair] Bulova said. “This is faster.” 
Trails and sidewalks are major transportation infrastructure, said Supervisor Catherine Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill). 
The dedication of the Vesper Trail and those new sidewalks “addresses an absolutely critical component 
about bringing Tysons together with people who live in the surrounding communities and making it 
more accessible,” said Sol Glasner, president and CEO of the Tysons Partnership. “It creates a 
transportation option that previously did not exist.” 
 

 

April 24, 2019 VA NEWS 
 

I-81 IMPROVEMENTS COULD BEGIN NEXT YEAR  
By DAVID MCGEE, Bristol Herald Courier (Metered Paywall - 10 articles a month)  

Motorists using Interstate 81 could begin seeing improvement projects within a year, state Secretary of 

Transportation Shannon Valentine predicted Tuesday. Her comments came after a transportation public 

hearing at the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center in Abingdon. Valentine credited Gov. Ralph 

Northam and state lawmakers for finding a compromise earlier this month to help fund transportation 

improvements along the 300-mile corridor 
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April 26, 2019 VA NEWS 

FEDERAL SUBSIDY TO METRO WOULD INCREASE BY $50 MILLION A YEAR 
UNDER SENATE BILL By ROBERT MCCARTNEY, Washington Post (Metered Paywall - 

3 articles a month)  

A critical federal subsidy for Metro would increase to $200 million a year on condition that the agency 

adopt new oversight and safety measures, under legislation the region’s senators plan to introduce. 

 
 

 Bristol Herald Courier, April 27, 2019 
Bridge Project Impacting Amtrak Expansion in Virginia, Bristol Herald Courier, By David 

McGee  Apr 27, 2019 Updated Apr 27, 2019 

ABINGDON, Va. — A significant railroad bridge project in Arlington will indefinitely halt expanding 

passenger rail service in Virginia. The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 

participating in an environmental impact study of the Long Bridge project — the state’s sole rail link to 

Washington, D.C., and the Northeast corridor. 

Virginia Secretary of Transportation Shannon Valentine said while in the area Tuesday that state 

transportation officials are “deeply involved” in the environmental study process. “The bridge is now at 

98 percent capacity, and we are working with DCDOT, who is the leader on this study . . .”  
 

https://www.heraldcourier.com/news/bridge-project-impacting-amtrak-expansion-in-virginia/article_c8c61eaf-315e-5d4f-
b7ea-b4ebc23413cc.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share 

DAVID MCGEE | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER,   

Quote from Study Chair Therese Martin:  “And, of course, this doesn’t affect just Virginia but all north-
south, east coast train traffic south from the DC area.” 
 

MAY 2, 2019 VA NEWS 

WITH INFRASTRUCTURE TALKS RENEWED, REP. BEN CLINE PITCHES 

FUNDING FOR I-81 By AMY FRIEDENBERGER, Roanoke Times (Metered Paywall - 10 articles a 

month)  

Rep. Ben Cline is pitching Interstate 81 as a highway in crucial need of federal funding to enhance safety 

and maintain its vital role in the economy. President Donald Trump and Democratic congressional leaders 

met Tuesday and agreed to pursue a $2 trillion infrastructure plan to rebuild roads and bridges, provide 

clean water and expand broadband coverage. The following day, representatives jockeying for funding for 

projects in their home districts, including Cline, spoke before the House Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure. 

MAY 3, 2019 VA NEWS 

LENGTHY VRE DELAYS FRUSTRATE RIDERS  
By EMILY SIDES, Inside NOVA  

Commuters who ride the Virginia Railway Express experienced 10-minute to 45-minute delays in April 

— causing some to arrive to work late — as VRE implements a required $15 million safety system. An 

official with the commuter train system says a majority of its trains haven't been arriving on time this 

spring, but riders should see the benefit of changes as early as next week. 
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15% OFF AMTRAK COST FOR VIRGINIANS TRAVELING IN VIRGINIA  
By NICK BOYKIN, WTKR 

  

If you were looking for a deal, Virginia’s Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) is 

teaming up with Amtrak to make traveling in the Commonwealth cheaper for Virginians. According to 

(DRPT), it is rolling out the Virginia Anytime Fare allowing Virginians to receive 15 percent off Amtrak 

travel within Virginia and Washington D.C. 

 

 

 

FROM NVTC:  I-66 COMMUTER CHOICE PUBLIC COMMENTS SOLICITED (April 5 – May 

15). 
http://www.novatransit.org/i66commuterchoice/public-comment-on-i-66-commuter-
choice/?fbclid=IwAR0A40Iay7So82p56Ub-w3kdhcwkwDCF8QobjRvCApH31bNxh_2jpxjFQNU 

 

The Northern Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC) seeks feedback from the public on transit and 

roadway projects submitted for Fiscal Year 2020 (FY 2020) funding consideration as part of the I-66 

Commuter Choice program. NVTC will select projects in May and present them to the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board in June for funding using revenues from tolling on I-66 inside the Beltway.  . . . 
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