
 
                                                 

Restoration of Rights in Virginia 

The Virginia Constitution provides that “No person who has been convicted of a felony shall be qualified to 

vote unless his civil rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority.” 

This means is that anyone convicted of a felony in this State automatically loses all of her/his civil rights which 

include: the right to vote, to run for office, to become a notary public, and to carry a firearm. Once a person is a 

felon the Virginia Constitution gives the sitting Governor the sole discretion to restore civil rights, not 

including firearm rights.  

A convicted felon is eligible to have her/his rights restored by the Governor when she/he is no longer 

incarcerated (in jail or prison) or under active supervision (including supervised probation or parole).  

A person seeking to have her/his rights restored should contact the Secretary of the Commonwealth through 

the Website below: 

                                                        www.restore.virginia.gov  

The person will be given three boxes with information:  

     -Check the status of your civil rights 

     -Request that your rights be restored  

     -Download a printable contact form 

People who make this request will have their records thoroughly checked by the staff of the Secretary. The 

Secretary will confirm completion of incarceration and supervised release as well as whether or not there are 

any active arrest warrants, there is a pre-trial hold, or other concerns of law enforcement.  

Once the Governor has approved the person to have her/his rights restored, a person from the Secretary’s 

Office will issue and mail personalized restoration orders to these people.  

The Restoration of Rights, mainly the right to vote, is of important concern to the League of Women Voters in 

Virginia. In order to be of assistance to these people in our area, the League of Women Voters of the Fairfax 

Area (LWVFA) has developed a pamphlet with all the key information including contact information and 

organizations which may be able to help.  

The LWVFA distributes these pamphlets to different locations to make them as widely available as possible. 

One of the main ways in which they do this is to participate in Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid’s “Inmate 

Resource Fair,” which she holds at the County’s Adult Detention Center. Almost all of the inmates do want to 

have their voting rights restored and find the information in the pamphlets very helpful. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58706fbb29687f06dd219990/t/5d3b2ffcf4a3d800010db1bb/1564159997503/LWVFA+Restoration+of+Voting+Rights+website.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58706fbb29687f06dd219990/t/5d3b2ffcf4a3d800010db1bb/1564159997503/LWVFA+Restoration+of+Voting+Rights+website.pdf

