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Our convention theme, “Honoring our Legacy With Action,” serves as both a 

reflection of the  what your state Board  hoped to accomplish for the past two 

years but also a likely blueprint for state Leagues of the future 

 

Membership:  We are so proud:  We started our incumbency facing a drop in 

membership below 1000 statewide but at last count we have reached 1511, 

an increase of  50%!!   

While we benefitted from increased civic activism nationally, under the 

leadership of Linda Garvelink this administration promoted, advised, oversaw 

and encouraged the involvement of our new members.   

 

We completed the process of bringing Washington County into full league 

status, with the help of Elaine Head as mentor. Anne Sterling advertised and 

set up initial meetings in Fredericksburg to restart our League which should 

achieve full League status soon. A number of our board members, including 

Linda, Sue Lewis, and Lynn Johnston have attended their meetings and events. 

Interest in Roanoke bubbled up locally and Linda worked quickly to support 

their efforts. Several of us attended their organizational meeting. They already 

have 24 members and will be awarded Member At Large status shortly. Linda 

has fielded a number of other interest calls.    

 

Communication:  State Leagues serve as  communications hubs.  We have 

striven to bring Virginia’s methods more fully into the 21st century. With the 



help of a team that included Ron Page as director, Wayne Knight as 

webmaster, Carolyn Caywood as Facebook coordinator, Carol Lindstrom as 

twitter coordinator and technical adviser, Meghan Dorsett as graphic 

designer, we have launched our online Voter Express which has given us much 

greater flexibility in getting information out widely and in a timely fashion. 

 We increased our communication with local League leaders via conference 

calls,  succeeded in setting up several additional and dedicated Facebook 

groups, increased our presence on the state Facebook page, and increased 

twitter use. Our website made commendable efforts to keep updated and 

valuable information in view.   We experimented with even more new 

technology for us during the GA this year, using Sign Up Genius and Survey 

Monkey to keep track of the advocacy efforts. 

 

Advocacy:  Our Legislative Director Carol Noggle has done a superb job 

during this administration and for two years before.   She studied proposed 

legislation, met with legislators, attended committee meetings, wrote and 

emailed legislators and tried to get us Leaguers to do the same.  She put 

together the annual Pre-Session Event and the Women’s Legislative Rounds 

Tables (WLRT) every Wednesday during General Assembly (GA).  One of those 

WLRTs is designated League Day at the GA when we are recognized from the 

floor of the House and Senate. This is not to mention what goes on outside of 

the General Assembly Session with many of us conferring with coalition 

partners to discuss strategies.   

 

However, many more of us were able to advance Carols’ efforts this session. 

We received a grant, in coalition with several other non-profit election rights 



advocates, to advocate for Automatic Voter Registration.  The effort began in 

Fairfax where progress was made with the help of Sidney Johnson and Beth 

Tudan among others.  A committee that included Lois and Dianne, Maggi Luca, 

Carol Noggle, and Beth Tudan of Fairfax put together a plan to make sure that 

local Leagues shared in the grant money.  We aimed for increased and well-

informed advocacy on AVR  and a number of other election modernization 

issues.  A complete report on the grant results can be found on our website 

www.lwv-va.org.  Several knowledgeable people have remarked on how 

effective Leaguers were at the GA this session.  

 

We also advocated on other levels by writing and signing on to letters, for 

example, urging Chesapeake Bay Clean Up Funding. We became a party to a 

lawsuit defending the Alexandria Registrar being accused of poor voter list 

maintenance 

 

Sharing Best Practices 

We both led a large delegation to LWVUS’s National Convention in 

Washington D.C last June and continued to pass on national information as 

widely as possible to Virginians. In addition to sending out information via 

newsletters, we took advantage of several events to disseminate information. 

 The biennial Council in June of 2016 included sessions on using Facebook, 

and increasing membership. A panel of Milennials revealed to many of us how 

we might reach more of this now largest population component.  A State 

Workshop, largely organized by Frances Schutz last fall, succeeded in sharing 

ideas about firearms safety, fracking, membership involvement, and technical 

knowhow, among others.  The current Convention is taking advantage of 

http://www.lev-va.org/


having so many League leaders on hand to provide breakout sessions plus 

enlightening  speakers. 

 

Throughout our two years, board members also served as liaisons to local 

Leagues, sometimes traveling many miles to be a presence. For example Sue 

Lewis provided board training for the Richmond Metro Area; Frances Schutz 

traveled to Falls Church on a number of occasions.   Dianne served as liaison 

to LWV National Capital Area where strategies and concerns from Maryland 

the D.C were often shared. 

 

Voter Service 

Your state League provided leadership in advocating for--and often fighting 

against--legislation that dealt with voting rights.  We gathered data regarding 

voter registration and other voting issues so we now have a record of what 

Virginia local leagues have done and how we can improve.  The compilation 

by Ron Page of local League voter service efforts can be found on our 

website—www.lwv-va.org. We hope that local Leagues will use this survey as 

a guide to what data to collect for future voter service efforts. See the Voter 

Service Report for information about VOTE411. We were involved with the 

Governor’s  plan to roll out a high school registration initiative which will 

reward schools who manage to have 65% of their seniors registered to vote. 

 Planning has been underway for the “People’s Debate” October 9, 2017 

between the gubernatorial candidates in partnership with AARP.  

 

Coalitions 



The number of coalitions with whom we work came as a surprise to both of us 

and a source of enlightenment.  Many of our coalition partners were present 

at our annual Legislative Pre-session held in Richmond in December . 

 Working with the AVR grant people was just one example of the delightful 

and dedicated people working to make Virginia a better place. One 

Virginia2021 has been a key partner in our redistricting efforts.  Virginia Civic 

Engagement Tables provides workshops on a host of useful issues.  Many of 

them are present at our annual Legislative Pre-session held in Richmond in 

December.  Thanks to Carol Noggle’s efforts, organizations that share our 

policy goals spoke briefly about their hopes and plans for upcoming legislative 

advocacy efforts.  It has been described as a gathering of our “family.” 

 

Overseeing State Program 

Two years ago the LWV-VA convention voting delegates told the board that 

they wanted to concentrate most of our Program efforts on issues related to 

“Making Democracy Work for All.”  Since we had supportive policies both on 

the state and national levels, we did not need to set up another study on 

voting rights and the like.   Instead we spent a lot of our advocacy 

opportunities on fair election issues. However, a new study was voted in on 

the subject of “fracking” out of concern that the only policy on the books that 

applies relates to clean water. Frances Schutz, State Program Director, after 

considerable effort, set up a committee headed by Carol Lindstrom. Other 

members of this dedicated committee are listed on the report elsewhere in 

this workbook.  This is one of the few new studies tackled state-wide in recent 

years and we are very proud of this serious contribution to the fracking 

conversation.   



 

Arranging for Statewide  Events 

Lynn Johnston is largely responsible for finding us delightful office space close 

to the Capitol when we learned mid administration that we had to leave our 

Franklin Street address. Lynn and her husband pretty much did all the moving 

and sorting with the help of Laura Posthumus who worked as our 

Administrative Assistant this year. We are most grateful for all Lynn and Carol 

Noggle did to arrange for statewide meeting places and hotels, not just in 

Richmond, and food for the events.   Having a presence in Richmond is crucial 

during the GA and helpful during times when need to meet with others. Our 

office is one of the reasons why the state League must do additional fund 

raising and a Development Committee headed by Dianne has prepared a 

report that can be found elsewhere in the Workbook. 

 

 

Thank You 

None of this would have happened without the work of a dedicated board.   

Heartfelt thanks to them. But just as important has been the expansion of our 

exposure to the work that goes on all over the state.  We loved getting to know 

all of you. 

 


