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Voters’ Guide  
The League of Women Voters of Fairfax Education Fund publishes this Voters’ Guide.  The League has a long tradition of 
publishing the verbatim responses of candidates to questions important to voters.  The League of Women Voters does not 
support nor oppose any candidate or political party.  The League of Women Voters of Fairfax, which includes both women and 
men, is a nonpartisan organization founded in 1948.  Our purpose is to promote political responsibility through informed and 
active participation in government.  Please visit www.lwv-fairfax.org for more information.   
 
Candidates enter their own answers directly in the LWVUS website, VOTE411.org.  Go to VOTE411.org to find your polling 
place, your district, and check your voter registration.  You can also register to vote although the voter registration deadline in 
Virginia was October 15, 2018.  Voter Registration is still open in some states.  The League of Women Voters of Virginia and 
League members from Virginia Congressional Districts 8, 10, and 11 formulated the questions that the candidates for the U.S. 
House of Representatives and U.S. Senate have answered.  VOTE411.org’s content is duplicated in this publication.   
  

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
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U.S. Senate for Virginia 
Description: 
The U.S. Senate term is six years.  Each state is represented by two Senators who have staggered terms.  There is no limit to 

the number of terms they may serve.  Senators serve their constituents as they offer legislation, serve on committees, debate 

new bills and amendments to previous legislation.  They also serve to advise and consent on matters such as ratification of 

treaties and confirmation of high-level positions, including U.S. Supreme Court Justices.  Senators must be at least 30 years 

old, have been a U.S. citizen for the last nine years or longer, and inhabit the state they seek to represent.  A Senator’s salary 

is $174,000. 

 

See the Virginia Department of Elections website for all the races and candidates:  vote.virginia.gov   

 

Biographical Info of the Candidates for US Senate: 
 

 

Tim M. Kaine 
 

 

Corey Stewart 
  

Party:   Democratic 

Website:  http://timkaine.com/ 

Education:  University of Missouri - B.A. in Economics; Harvard Law School 

Experience:  Civil Rights Lawyer; Richmond City Council; Mayor of 
Richmond; Virginia Lieutenant Governor; Virginia Governor; Democratic 
National Committee Chairman; and US Senator of Virginia on the Senate Armed 
Services; Foreign Relations; Budget; and Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committees. 

Facebook:  facebook.com/SenatorKaine/ 

Twitter:   @timkaine 

Party:   Republican 

Website:  www.coreystewart.com 

Education:  Juris Doctorate, William Mitchell College of Law; B.S., Foreign 
Service, Georgetown University 

Experience:  Corey Stewart is the at-large elected Chairman of the Prince 
William Board of County Supervisors. Previously, he served as the Virginia 
Chairman for the Donald J. Trump for President campaign. He is an International 
Trade Attorney in private practice. 

Facebook:  facebook.com/CoreyStewartVA 

Twitter:   @CoreyStewartVA 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://www.vote.virginia.gov/
http://timkaine.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorKaine/
http://www.coreystewart.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CoreyStewartVA
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Biographical Info of the Candidates for US Senate (Cont.) 
 

  
Matt J. Waters 

 
Questions & Answers 

 
I. What policies and resources do you propose to ensure election integrity and security in the United States? 

 
Tim M. Kaine: The recent Omnibus bill that passed earlier this year included an additional $307 million for the 
FBI’s work to secure the 2018 U.S. midterm elections and fight against future Russian cyberattacks. The bill also 
provided $380 million for the Election Assistance Commission to increase cybersecurity for state voting systems 
and protect elections against foreign interference. We need to ensure that we are doing everything we can to 
protect our elections systems from cyberattacks. In addition, we need to ensure we are protecting all critical 
sensitive information from being hacked, such as: health, education, and banking infrastructure. States hold the 
majority of sensitive information. Virginia has been at the forefront of ensuring that we are taking all steps 
necessary to protect our infrastructure from any potential attack. I also strongly support states and localities 
taking the necessary steps to back up their elections with paper ballots. 
 
Corey Stewart: I fully support voter ID laws, which serve to prevent various kinds of election fraud: 
impersonation fraud; registration under fictitious names; voting in more than one state; and non-citizen voting. 
States that have enacted this commonsense reform found no depressing effect on voter turnout. 
 
Matt J. Waters: The Constitution is clear on the issue: 15th & 19th Amendments secure the right of citizens to 
vote. Congress has the power to enforce this via legislation. 
 

II. What policies, e.g. tariffs, taxes, tax cuts, do you propose to promote economic security for all Americans? 
 
Tim M. Kaine: We must invest in Virginians, value diversity, and grow the talented workforce that makes our 
economy thrive. I introduced bills to support families, by increasing tax credits to lift families out of poverty, and 
increasing the federal minimum wage to $15 over a 7-year period. We lost an opportunity to pass a tax reform 
bill that would put middle-class families and small businesses first. Instead, Republicans jammed through a bill 
that will raise taxes on millions of Americans. We must give more of the benefits to the middle class instead of 

Party:   Libertarian 

Website:  www.mattwaters.com 

Education:  BA George Mason University MS Reformed Theological 
Seminary (2019) 

Experience:  Business owner/entrepreneur, 10 years Vice President 
National Non-Profit Organization Senior Officer, Advertising Agency 

Facebook:  facebook.com/WatersForUSSenate/ 

Twitter:   @VASenate2018 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://www.mattwaters.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WatersForUSSenate/
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big corporations. I introduced an amendment to this bill to provide long-term middle class tax relief and reduce 
the amount the bill adds to the deficit. Republicans blocked my amendment. I also have strong concerns with 
the President imposing tariffs on our major allies, resulting in steep tariffs being imposed on Virginia products. I 
have urged the President to reverse course and make it clear to our allies that we are honest brokers. 
 
Corey Stewart: President Trump’s tax cuts have already done much to promote economic security for all 
Americans – with black, Hispanic, Asian and youth unemployment now at all-time lows. I would vote to make 
these tax cuts permanent. I additionally support President Trump’s efforts to renegotiate unfair trade 
agreements with other nations, in the best interests of American workers. 
 
Matt J. Waters: One-hundred percent of US taxpayers’ income from January 1 to April 18 goes to local, state 
and federal government. The government takes 33% of our property on an annual basis--more than most 
Americans spend on food, clothing and shelter combined. The Libertarian Party believes taxation is theft; that 
the government's role is to do three things and three things only: protect our right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness (or property). Personal federal income taxes were not allowed in the US until 1913 and the 
passage of the 16th Amendment. As Senator, I propose repealing the 16th Amendment, abolishing the IRS, and 
giving every American taxpayer a $12,000 pay raise. This ultimate measure will lead to major reforms in the 
contract between government and the people. 
 

III. What is your position on using a citizenship question on the 2020 Census survey? 
 
Tim M. Kaine: I am opposed to asking individuals whether or not they are citizens on the 2020 Census survey 
because it will result in fewer people being counted or participating in the process. The rhetoric coming from 
this administration is sending fear into communities of color and this could lead to a distortion of who is 
residing in the U.S. Data collected by the Census is essential in bringing federal dollars and determining the 
political representation of our communities. The federal funds are distributed to state and local government to 
support schools, health care, housing, and other vital public benefits. There are about 300 federal programs 
that use Census data to determine how and where the money is spent. The Census occurs once every ten years 
and it is critical that we get a complete and accurate count. For these reasons, I oppose including a citizenship 
question on the 2020 Census survey. 
 
Corey Stewart: I support reinstating the citizenship question on the 2020 Census survey. Electoral seats should 
be determined according to the population of actual citizens, not total population size. 
 
Matt J. Waters: This is entirely in the purview of the Congress according to Section 1 Article 8 of the 
Constitution. 
 

IV. What are your proposals for an immigration policy? 
 
Tim M. Kaine: In 2013, the first major bill that I voted on was an immigration reform bill that was bipartisan and 
included a pathway to citizenship for many individuals living in the U.S. I supported the Senate's 2013 
comprehensive immigration reform bill that would reform our visa system, protect Dreamers and TPS 
recipients, and protect our borders. This country is a nation of immigrants who have played an integral role in 
our society, have brought the skills and talents to make the U.S. globally competitive. Our immigration system 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
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has unfairly kept millions of people who contribute to the United States living in the shadows of our society. I 
have been a strong and loud critic of this administration's treatment of Dreamers, proposals to limit legal 
immigration, travel bans, and all attempts to separate families. Earlier this year, I worked with my colleagues in 
the Senate to find a solution to protect Dreamers, create a pathway to citizenship, while protecting our borders. 
 
Corey Stewart: Immigration should be managed in a way that benefits our nation. I would end the Visa lottery in 
favor of a merit-based system. We should have zero tolerance for illegal alien crime. I favor the prosecution of 
state and local officials who brazenly flout our nation’s immigration laws by declaring “sanctuaries” for illegal 
aliens. Finally, I would vote to fund construction and maintenance of a true wall, to stem the flow of migrants 
and contraband across our southern border. 
 
Matt J. Waters: I support reforming the current Immigration system/laws and review the three major agencies 
responsible for Immigration: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”); U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (“ICE”); and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (“CIS”). I support DACA. I do not support the 
Wall for financial and results oriented reasons (It won't solve the problem). I believe we need to change the 
laws on chain migration. 70% of all immigration to US are relatives coming to live here. I would advocate 
moving to a merit based system based on skills and America's labor needs. I support E-verify, and tighter border 
security. I also support renewable work permits for non-US citizens working in the US, as this will raise salaries 
of non-US citizens such that they would not undercut current worker salaries. 
 

V. What do you propose to ensure high quality, affordable and accessible health care? 
 
Tim M. Kaine: I believe that access to health care is a right for all Virginians and I strongly support the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) and Medicaid Expansion in Virginia. I have fought against “repeal and replace” of the ACA, and 
threats to Medicaid, Medicare, and CHIP (Virginia’s “FAMIS” program). The ACA prevents individuals from being 
denied health insurance if they have a pre-existing condition, and provides access to preventive care that will 
help reduce the cost and incidence of chronic diseases. Since passage of the ACA, more than 300,000 Virginians 
have gained access to quality affordable health care through its federally-run exchange. I have supported 
legislation to continue to expand health care coverage and make important fixes to the ACA. I also introduced 
the Medicare-X Choice Act which would create an affordable public option, so Americans could choose whether 
to purchase one of the existing private plans on the exchange or a Medicare-X public plan. 
 
Corey Stewart: Obamacare has failed to deliver on its promises, as too many individuals and families have 
learned the hard way. I strongly favor health savings accounts, as well as the restoration of short-term and low-
cost “no-frills” plans. We should allow insurance plans to be sold across state lines (more competition is 
healthy). Ultimately, we need a free market, consumer-driven health care system that puts the needs of 
patients first. 
 
Matt J. Waters: 1. Since Obamacare was passed in 2014, the cost of insurance for self-employed has 
skyrocketed. I would join with the dozen governors who have sued the Labor Dept to allow small businesses 
and the self-employed to form association health plans (AHPs). 2. Promote Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) that 
put consumers in the drivers seat for current and future healthcare costs. HSAs eliminate the gatekeeper that 
tells the consumer what is allowed or not under their plan. These plans have shown to reduce overall health 
costs. Generally, I would advocate for the government to get out of the healthcare business. The government 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
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track record on health care is easily seen in the VA Hospital and impending bankruptcy of Medicare and 
Medicaid. I favor allow companies to compete for consumer business not unlike other businesses, and for 
customers to choose between multiple health care offerings, or none at all. 
 

VI. What policies do you propose to reduce gun violence? 
 
Tim M. Kaine: I was Governor of Virginia during the shooting that took place at Virginia Tech, killing 32 
individuals, and injuring 17. I issued an executive order and signed a law requiring courts to report all 
involuntary mental health commitments to the database used to check the criminal records of gun buyers. I 
also signed other mental health reforms and vetoed bills that would have increased the presence of firearms in 
the public sphere. As a U.S. Senator, I support requiring a completed background check for every gun buyer 
who purchases a gun from a federally-licensed gun dealer. I am a cosponsor of legislation to close the gun show 
and private sale loopholes, require private sales go through a federal firearms licensee, and penalize states that 
fail to make data available to the national background check system. I am also a co-sponsor of the Assault 
Weapons Ban, which bans the sale, transfer, manufacture and importation of military-style assault weapons 
and high-capacity ammunition magazines. 
 
Corey Stewart: Firearms themselves are not the problem, as John Lott has thoroughly documented in his book, 
More Guns, Less Crime. We can – and we must – do more to reduce gun violence, without trampling on the 2nd 
Amendment rights of lawful Americans. I strongly favor attacking the root causes of violence, through 
education, smarter policing, and improved mental health care. In addition, we should hire armed security 
personnel – perhaps retired police officers – to protect our nation’s schools. 
 
Matt J. Waters: For voters concerned about gun violence, I too share this concern. Of the 38,000 gun related 
deaths in 2016, 25,000+ are suicides by mostly white men, age 25-65. Black on black violence contributes to an 
additional 8,000 gun related deaths annually. Combined, these statistics represent over 87% of the gun related 
deaths in America. If we desire to reduce gun violence in America, we must address medical depression and we 
review the War on Drugs policy (DEA) that may be a leading cause of violence in urban areas. As Senator, I will 
call for an end to the War on Drugs, and the elimination of the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). This will help 
drive down black on black violence, and ultimately save lives. Regarding depression and other causes of suicide, 
this is an area that is best left to families, specialized non-profit organizations and the medical profession to 
treat. 
 
VII. What are your legislative priorities? 

 
Tim M. Kaine: My campaign is focused on access to good paying jobs, education, health care, and true equality 
for all. Virginia has a strong military presence and as the father of a marine, my priorities in the Senate are to 
ensure that the U.S. stays out of unnecessary wars and if we engage that we are successful. I along with Senator 
Corker are leading an effort to replace the 2001 and 2002 authorization for use of military force with an 
updated AUMF against al-Qaida, the Taliban and the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. I have fought against the 
repeal of the Affordable Care Act and believe that we need to continue to improve access to affordable quality 
health care. I introduced legislation, Medicare-X, a public plan that would provide another option for low-cost 
health insurance choices and create more competition in the marketplace. Finally, career and technical 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
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education (CTE) has always been a passion of mine and I believe CTE can strengthen the links between the 
classroom and the workplace. 
 
Corey Stewart: In the United States Senate, I will fight tirelessly to: • Lower taxes, grow the economy, and bring 
back jobs • Build the wall, end sanctuary cities, and crack down on criminal illegal aliens • Defend 2nd 
Amendment rights, while attacking the root causes of violent crime • Fully repeal and replace Obamacare • 
Rebuild our military and support our veterans 
 
Matt J. Waters: We must stop out of control government spending. The $22 trillion debt is the single greatest 
threat facing this country. We are adding $1 million a minute to the debt. To eliminate it, we must enact 1. 
Reform Entitlements, 2. Cut Government Spending (military/domestic and foreign programs/agencies) and 3. 
Eliminate the personal federal income tax (this will force cuts in spending, and return property to the American 
taxpayer). 
 

                                                                 

Virginia Congressional District 8  
U.S. House of Representatives 

Description: 
The House of Representatives or lower house of the United States Congress, has 435 popularly elected officials.  House seats 

are apportioned relative to each state's population. The House of Representatives along with the Senate, shares legislative 

responsibility.  They are both parts of the legislative branch of government. 

The salary of each regular member of the House of Representatives is $174,000 per year.  They are elected for a two (2) year 

term. 

Biographical Info for Candidates for US District 8: 
 

 
Don Beyer 

  

Party:   Democratic 

Website:  http://friendsofdonbeyer.com 

Facebook:  facebook.com/FriendsofDonBeyer/ 

Twitter:  @DonBeyerVA 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://friendsofdonbeyer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofDonBeyer/
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Biographical Info for Candidates for US District 8 (cont.): 

 
 

Thomas Oh 
 

Questions & Answers 
 

I. What policies and resources do you propose to ensure election integrity and security in the United States? 
 
Don Beyer: As the Ranking Member of the Oversight Subcommittee of the Science Committee, improving the 
security of our electoral systems has been one of my priorities. I have continually pushed for increased 
oversight of government's efforts to secure our electoral systems, and have repeatedly formally requested 
hearings on the topic. I continue to support increased federal funding for election security measures.  
 
You can see an op-ed I co-wrote on the subject here: https://bit.ly/2CIQz4y 
 
I also believe that the integrity of our elections is not limited to security, but also to improving the franchise in a 
number of ways: Restoring the Voting Rights Act, combating gerrymandering and increasing voter registration 
and participation.   
 
Thomas Oh: How do we stop other entities and dirty Corporate/Big Bank money from influencing our elections? 
Start by doing your own independent research on candidates in an unbiased and factual manner. Don't believe 
biased, think independently, and look at who takes dirty money. We need to ensure that voters are able to 
know the issues and candidates in an objective manner. I believe we should also start incorporating block chain 
technology as a method of ensuring integrity and security. 
  

Party:   Republican 

Website:  www.letschangecongress.org 

Facebook:   facebook.com/ohforcongress/ 

Twitter:  @OhForCongress 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
https://bit.ly/2CIQz4y
http://www.letschangecongress.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ohforcongress/


 

 

9 
 

 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
 OF THE FAIRFAX AREA 2018 VOTERS’ GUIDE 

www.lwv-fairfax.org · facebook.com/LWVfairfax · twitter.com/LWVfairfax · lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
II. What are your proposals to improve the immigration system? 

 
Don Beyer: I support comprehensive immigration reform that provides a path to citizenship for undocumented 
immigrants. I support both the American Hope Act and the DREAM Act.   
 
I believe that childhood detention is monstrous.  
 
I support increasing the number of refugees admitted to the United States.   
 
I have introduced legislation, the Freedom of Religion Act, which would bar religious discrimination in our 
immigration system.  
 
Thomas Oh: It's important to not be xenophobic, ethnocentric, or Islamophobic. There are many people who 
need help such as the Afghani and Iraqi interpreters who risked their lives to support my brothers and sisters 
overseas. These brave interpreters are currently being hunted down by terrorists. We need to bring them to the 
United States so that they can finally be safe. I believe that it's very important that today's immigrants see the 
same opportunities that my family was blessed with. We need to expand legal immigration and still hold 
everyone to the same standard. It's not fair for a family who did their due diligence to properly immigrate into 
the United States if another group of people were not held to the same standard. I am a firm believer of Rule of 
Law. 
 

III. What do you propose to ensure high quality, affordable and accessible health care? 
 
Don Beyer: Ultimately, I support the goal of a truly universal healthcare system.  In the interim I support the 
addition of a strong public option to the infrastructure of the Affordable Care Act, as well as efforts such as drug 
pricing negotiations to control costs.    
 
Thomas Oh: I believe repealing "Obamacare" is only an initial step to making health care truly affordable. We 
need to have more transparency and know what patients are paying for. We shouldn't have to get a bill a 
month later, costing $1,500 for a 30 minute visit. There are too many overhead costs and we need to minimize 
them by limiting the amount for liability and third billing party fees so that health care prices can drop. We can 
help Americans to have access to medical care across state lines without having to worry about medical 
coverage. 
 
We also need to stop manipulation that comes to from the health care industry that buys politicians with their 
dirty money. 
 

IV. What changes, if any, do you support to our campaign finance laws? 
 
Don Beyer: I support the Government by the People Act, which would create a Freedom From Influence Fund 
where citizens would receive "My Voice" campaign donation vouchers and small donations would be matched 
at 6-1 by federal funds in order to magnify the power of working Americans and lessen the influence of Super 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
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PACs and dark money. I support increased transparency in political donations and efforts to overturn Citizens 
United.  
 
Thomas Oh: My goal is to give the government back to individual citizens and represent the people of my 
district. This is why I do not accept any campaign contributions from corporations, PACS, and unions. Northern 
Virginia needs someone with common sense, someone who is strong enough to resist money, and someone to 
stand against the political divide in Congress. There should be a limit to how much money can be used in a 
campaign and contributions should only come from individual citizens.  
 
There is too much dirty money and too many games in politics. It’s time we stop accepting this as normal.  
 

V. What policies (e.g. tariffs, taxes, tax cuts) do you propose to ensure economic opportunity for all Americans? 
 
Don Beyer: I support a fifteen dollar minimum wage. 
I support paid parental leave, and policies that guarantee equal pay for equal work.   
I support an increased earned income tax credit.   
I support expanded funding for educational opportunities, college debt refinancing, year round Pell grants and 
subsidized Stafford loans for graduate programs.  
I support legislation (Social Security 2100) to enhance and protect the retirement of future generations.  
 
Thomas Oh: I don't believe that "Trickle Down Economics" work or will ever work. However, I am big advocate 
for Austrian Economics. Americans should never depend on the federal government for economic growth. It 
should depend on a free market economy. 
 
The old tax system charged corporations at an extremely high tax rate. Thus, corporations were investing their 
money elsewhere outside the US and money was not coming into the US. This is why I support the Tax Cut Jobs 
Act but I wish the Act can be reformed to allow higher mortgage interest tax deductions to make home buying 
more affordable. 
 
I fully support removing Income Tax and applying a National Sales Tax. People will no longer feel the need to 
cheat their taxes under the new system, and thus we can reduce the amount of government waste that the IRS 
conducts by doing audits. Taxes will be higher for luxury goods, lower for inferior goods, and moderate for 
normal goods.  

 
Visit www.lwv-fairfax.org to learn more about the League! 
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Virginia Congressional District 10 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Description: 
The House of Representatives or lower house of the United States Congress, has 435 popularly elected officials.  House seats 
are apportioned relative to each state's population. The House of Representatives along with the Senate, shares legislative 
responsibility.  They are both parts of the legislative branch of government. 

The salary of each regular member of the House of Representatives is $174,000 per year.  They are elected for a two (2) year 
term. 

Biographical Info for Candidates for US District 10: 
 
 

Barbara J. Comstock 
 
No photo provided. 
 
 
 
 

 

Jennifer T. Wexton 
  

Party:   Republican 

Website:  barbaracomstockforcongress.com 

Facebook:  facebook.com/BarbaraComstockVA/ 

Twitter:   @BarbaraComstock 

Party:   Democratic 

Website:  www.jenniferwexton.com 

Education:  BA University of Maryland; JD William and Mary 

Experience:  Virginia State Senator 2014 - Present; Assistant 
Commonwealth Attorney 2001 - 2005 

Facebook:  facebook.com/JenniferTWexton/ 

Twitter:   @JenniferWexton 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://www.barbaracomstockforcongress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BarbaraComstockVA/
http://www.jenniferwexton.com/
http://www.facebook.com/JenniferTWexton/
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Questions & Answers: 
 

I. What policies and resources do you propose to ensure election integrity and security in the United States? 
 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: Attacks on the integrity of our elections are an existential threat to American democracy 
and there is every reason to believe that bad actors like Russia will continue similar assaults in the 2018 
election. Advertisements on social media sites like Facebook and Twitter need to contain disclaimer information 
and be subject to stronger vetting requirements to prevent the spread of fake news and propaganda. In other 
countries, Russia has hacked elections by tampering with voter rolls and voting machines. States and localities 
need to ensure that the software they use to administer elections is up to date and secure. 
 

II. What policies such as tariffs, taxes, tax cuts, etc. do you propose to promote economic security for all 
Americans? 

 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: I believe we need to create an economy that works for everyone, not just those at the top. 
Wages and benefits are not keeping pace with costs. In the State Senate, I voted in favor of several measures 
that would raise the minimum wage, and have introduced legislation that would ensure women doing the same 
job as men receive equal pay and employment benefits. I also introduced legislation that would have 
established Paid Medical Leave in Virginia. As our state and our nation evolve from an industrial to a 
technology-based economy, our workers must be prepared for the jobs of the future, not those of the past. I 
support increased investments in career and vocational training, and retraining for those who have been 
displaced from the workforce. In Congress, I will support increasing wages and salaries, establishing paid family 
and medical leave programs nationwide, revitalizing America’s middle-class, and protecting and expanding 
workers’ rights. 
 

III. What is your position on using a citizenship question in the 2020 Census Survey? 
 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: I strongly oppose having a citizenship question on the 2020 Census. The census is 
determines how and where federal resources and electoral districts are distributed and drawn. The Trump 
Administration’s inclusion of a citizenship question is designed to cause fear among immigrant communities. As 
a result, they will likely be underreported, and therefore underserved and underrepresented. 
  

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
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IV. What are your proposals for an immigration policy? 

 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: America is a nation of immigrants and my family is among those who came here seeking 
freedom, safety, and opportunity. Rather than working together to find bipartisan policies that will improve our 
immigration system, the President and Congressional Republicans are promoting fear-mongering tactics, like 
raids and roundups, against immigrants. As State Senator, I have consistently voted against and spoken out 
against Republican attempts to stigmatize immigrants, including their anti-Sharia legislation, and legislation that 
would have required Virginia to track and report on the location of refugees who resettle here. I believe 
Congress needs to pass comprehensive immigration reform that includes a pathway to citizenship for 
immigrant families, protects DREAMers and their futures, and shuts down inhumane private detention centers. 
 

V. What do you propose to ensure high quality, affordable and accessible health care for all Americans? 
 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: I believe access to affordable healthcare is a right for all Americans. In the State Senate, I 
have fought alongside fellow Democrats to expand Medicaid to the more than 300,000 hardworking Virginians 
who fall in the coverage gap, and to bring over $10 billion back to Virginia’s economy. I have fought for a 
woman’s right to make her own healthcare decisions and to more easily access reproductive and contraceptive 
m services. I have also been a champion for mental health reform and combating the heroin and opioid crisis in 
Virginia. In Congress, I will fight to protect coverage for those with preexisting conditions, eliminate lifetime 
caps, fund the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and keep Medicare and Medicaid strong and accessible. I 
support allowing the Federal government to negotiate prescription drug prices, and am open to exploring the 
feasibility of plans like Tim Kaine’s Medicare X which would allow any person to buy a health care plan from 
Medicare at a reasonable cost. 
 

VI. What policies do you propose to reduce gun violence in the United States? 
 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: I am a strong advocate for gun violence prevention and have consistently fought for 
common sense legislation to keep our communities safe. In the State Senate, I have championed and voted for 
bills that would establish universal background checks and close the gun show loophole, ban bumpstocks, 
mandate the reporting of lost and stolen firearms, and keep firearms out of the hands of domestic abusers and 
those convicted of stalking. In Congress, I will support legislation that expands mandatory background checks 
on gun purchases, closes loopholes that allow criminals to purchase firearms, establishes a ban on sales of 
military-style assault weapons and high-capacity magazines, and not only allows the federal government to 
study gun violence as a public health issue, but also gives them the resources to do so. I am honored to be a 
Mom’s Demand Action candidate of distinction and also be the candidate endorsed by the Coalition to Stop 
Gun Violence for my work in Richmond. 
  

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
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VII. What are your legislative priorities? 
 
Barbara J. Comstock: - no response - 
 
Jennifer T. Wexton: In the State Senate, I have always been in the minority party, but have found bipartisan 
success with legislation that helps kids and families. I’ve written and passed laws that make our children safer in 
daycares and online, combat the heroin and opioid crisis, help ease traffic congestion, and get much-needed 
resources to victims of domestic violence. In Congress, my legislative priorities will always be guided by my core 
values. I believe that our role as leaders is to do the most good for the most people. I believe that leaders must 
be accountable to those they seek to represent. I believe that every child deserves a world-class public 
education, no matter their zip code. I believe that no one should face discrimination because of the god they 
worship or whom they love. I believe that access to affordable, quality health care is a right, not a privilege. And 
I believe that it shouldn’t be easier to buy a gun than it is to vote. 
 

                                                                 

Virginia Congressional District 11 
U.S. House of Representatives 

 

Description: 
The House of Representatives or lower house of the United States Congress, has 435 popularly elected officials.  House seats 
are apportioned relative to each state's population. The House of Representatives along with the Senate, shares legislative 
responsibility.  They are both parts of the legislative branch of government. 

The salary of each regular member of the House of Representatives is $174,000 per year.  They are elected for a two (2) year 
term. 

Biographical Info of Candidates for US District 11: 
 

 
Gerry Connolly 

  

Party:   Democratic 

Website:  http://gerryconnolly.com/ 

Education:  B.A. in Literature from Maryknoll College M.A in Public 
Administration from Harvard University 

Experience:  1995-2003 Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
Providence District 2004-2008 Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors 2009-Present Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
from Virginia's 11th District 

Facebook:  facebook.com/congressmanconnolly 

Twitter:  @ElectConnolly 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://gerryconnolly.com/
http://www.facebook.com/congressmanconnolly
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Biographical Info of Candidates for US District 11 (cont.) 
 

 

Jeff Dove Jr 

 

 

Stevan Porter 
 
 
 

Questions & Answers: 
 

I. What policies and resources do you propose to ensure election integrity and security in the United States? 
 
Gerry Connolly: The right to vote and have your vote counted accurately is the bedrock of American democracy. 
Sadly, we have seen a War on Voting from the Republican Party for the past 30 years: from purging voter rolls, 
to voter ID laws, to closing polling locations and limiting early voting. In 2012, some voters in my district had to 
wait more than four hours just to cast their ballot. That’s why I introduced the FAST Act to help states improve 
the administration of elections. The FAST act would provide grants to states to make it easier to register to vote, 

Party:   Republican 

Website:  www.doveforcongress.com/ 

Education:  B.S. Information Systems--Database Administration 

Experience:  Honorably served in the U.S. Army 3 years 2004-2007--
Awarded the Combat Action Badge Worked in IT as a Database Admin/IT 
Manager since 2010. Have IT experience across platforms and emerging 
technologies like the cloud. 

Facebook:  facebook.com/JeffDoveforCongress/ 

Twitter:  @JefferyADoveJr 

Party:   Libertarian 

Website:  www.porter4us.com/ 

Education:  B.A. in Social Sciences, Washington State University 
Additional studies in philosophy and theology at Gonzaga University and 
the Catholic University of America Nationally Certified Paramedic and 
Nationally Certified EMS Educator 

Experience:  IT Professional - Oracle Corporation (18 years) Volunteer 
Paramedic and Company Officer (Currently Assistant Chief) - Loudoun 
County Volunteer Rescue Squad (16 years) Part Time Instructor - Loudoun 
County Fire and Rescue (10 years) Active in Knights of Columbus, Rotary, 
and St. Joseph Church 

Facebook:  facebook.com/Porter4Us 

Twitter:  twitter.com/Porter4Us 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
file:///C:/Users/blair/Dropbox/League%20Files/LWVFA%20Letterhead%20and%20Logo/twitter.com/LWVfairfax
https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/voters-guides/
http://www.doveforcongress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/JeffDoveforCongress/
http://www.porter4us.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Porter4Us
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vote absentee, and assist those with disabilities to vote. We also must guard against foreign actors who have 
targeted electronic poll books and voting machines. I have supported the investigation into Russian interference 
in the 2016 elections. I also voted to restore election security grants to prevent future hacking, and give states 
money to upgrade election technology and enhance security. Hopefully we will see action on these in 2019. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: As it relates to election security a lot of the task falls on each state. The first order of business 
would to verify voter rolls in each locality and make sure they are 100% accurate. For digital election security I 
would like to see more public/private partnerships so that the Federal government can see some of the new 
methodology and technologies that various companies are using to protect their systems. We have seen in the 
past that even systems that are closed from a network still have flaws like physical hacking on-site. I believe that 
instead of each state somewhat "free-wheeling" their election infrastructure there should be uniform standards 
in place especially when it comes to protecting elections at the Federal level. 
 
Stevan Porter: We must acknowledge that BOTH voter suppression AND voter fraud are valid concerns. Too 
many people focus on only one aspect. Voter ID requirements are reasonable but we need to make sure 
mechanisms are in place to help those who might have difficulty getting the ID. We deliver library services, DMV 
services, etc. to people in remote locations – we can figure out how to help citizens get a voter ID. Secondly, 
eliminate the use of electronic only voting machines. The risk of hacking – while difficult – is simply too great to 
ignore. There must be hard copies of ballots that we can audit. Virginia’s system seems to work well in this 
regard. Third, we need better integration between federal and state resources to deal with issues like 
confirming citizenship, validating identities, reporting deceased voters, and the like. Finally, cyber warfare is a 
real and increasing threat. We must have resources at all levels of government to monitor and combat it. 
 

II. What policies do you propose to promote economic security for all Americans? 
 
Gerry Connolly: I believe that sustained public investments are the key to ensuring economic security and 
freedom for families. I strongly support federal investment in infrastructure, and was proud to vote for the 
Recovery Act in 2009. Democrats and Republicans must work together to fix our crumbling roads, bridges and 
rail lines to avoid becoming a national crisis. By passing the Trump Tax bill, Congress has given trillions of dollars 
in revenue to corporations and billionaires that could have been used to invest in our children, our roads, and 
working families. I support raising the minimum wage, paid parental leave, and expanding Medicaid, which 
gives not only health care, but economic security to 400,000 Virginians. I’ve vigorously opposed the reckless 
Trump tariffs and trade wars, which threaten American jobs. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: As a country we need to address the solvency of Social Security. There are a few different lines of 
thought that we would all have to closely consider as it relates to this problem. One course of action could be to 
raise the age at which you can draw from SS that could lead to other hardships for many Americans that have 
made plans based on the current age requirements. There is a group of people that would like to see the 
amount that each working individual pays be increased. I am not for increasing this because that is ultimately 
another tax. What I will say is we could address spending levels in other areas to hopefully be able to get to 
where we need to be as a collective. I am willing to listen to people as this is an issue that will not only affect us 
but generations to come. Politicians have tried to avoid this issue for years now but because it is coming to a 
head we need to ask fast and address it so no one is left holding the bag. 
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Stevan Porter: The best paths to economic security involve a strong economy and a vibrant job market. This 
creates more opportunities both for initial jobs and for upward mobility in the job market. Reducing 
government interference – which often benefits only targeted corporations or industries – and allowing the 
free market to function is the best way to promote those opportunities. I also believe it is critical to reduce the 
amount that Americans (especially on the individual level) are paying in taxes. Money that is going to the 
government is money that is not going to meet needs, pay down credit, obtain job skills, or build 
savings/retirement accounts. 
 

III. What are your proposals to improve the immigration system? 
 
Gerry Connolly: Our immigration system is broken. In 2013, Democrats and Republicans in the Senate came 
together and passed comprehensive immigration reform. But Republicans in the House refused to allow a vote, 
even though there was a majority in the House prepared to support the bill. Instead we’re left with millions of 
people in the shadows. I support a plan to increase legal immigration -- especially H-1B visas which are critical 
to our region -- but that also increases border security. I support a path to citizenship for those who are in this 
country illegally, but are willing to pay a fine, learn English, and have no criminal record. I strongly support a 
path to citizenship for DREAMers -- young people brought to this country as children who now face deportation 
to a country they’ve never known -- and have voted for and co-sponsored DREAMer legislation. I have also been 
a vocal opponent of Trump’s immoral border separation policy and have co-sponsored legislation to end it. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: Comprehensive immigration reform is something that is paramount for our country to accomplish. 
For well over 3 decades there have been issues with making sure the people in this country are citizens. For 
years both sides have thrown out various ideas without really moving us forward and its seems as though we 
are stuck in this situation forever. I am proposing that we use a plan that was first discussed by both sides in 
2004 and then again in 2013 and that is to fine people who come into the country illegally for the amount of 
time they have been in the country. By doing so a new revenue stream is created based on the estimated 8 
million illegal immigrant workers. This way those people are paying their "fair share" During that time as long as 
they are law abiding citizens they do not have to live under the fear of being deported. Once they have 
completed their payments then we can address their legal status. 
 
Stevan Porter: I strongly believe that the criteria for legal immigration should be whether someone poses a 
threat and whether the person can contribute to our country. If a person meets those criteria, then we should 
welcome them. The current quota systems, visa systems, and other elements of our system are a mess and 
need to be overhauled including a better worker visa program. Once overhauled, we need to enforce those 
policies in a fair, consistent, and timely manner. It is unfair to allow a person to remain here illegally for years 
only to then – in some cases decades later – deport them without substantial cause. If someone has been here 
for an extended period and has been contributing to their communities, there should be at the very least a 
defined path to legalization. We also need to streamline residency and citizenship processes. It is ridiculous that 
legal immigrants who have met all requirements are still years -- if not decades -- away from naturalization. 
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IV. What do you propose to ensure high quality, affordable and accessible health care? 
 
Gerry Connolly: The proudest vote of my career was my vote in 2010 for the Affordable Care Act. Thanks to the 
ACA, Americans will never again be denied health insurance for pre-existing conditions, face lifetime caps on 
their coverage, and parents can keep their kids on their plan until they’re 26. I am a proud supporter of 
Obamacare and fully support Virginia’s Medicaid expansion this year to 400,000 Virginians. I have rejected 
Republican healthcare proposals that would raise premiums on consumers. Like any bill, Obamacare wasn’t 
perfect, and we expected to be able to find ways to improve it along the way. Instead, we’ve faced a relentless 
campaign of sabotage from Republicans in Congress, the courts, and governor mansions. If Democrats regain 
the majority in the House, I hope to work with both sides to find ways to bring down premiums, by restoring the 
risk corridors, introducing a public option on the federal exchange, and expanding Medicaid in the states that 
haven’t done so. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: I would like to see more power given to the states to address the health care system. Block grants 
and making sure that we do not penalize people with pre-existing conditions. It would be beneficial to most 
families to be able to have more providers in their area than they currently do. Making sure that there are high 
risk pools that keep people that really need care due to their pre-existing conditions in a group where their 
premiums and yearly deductibles are more manageable. Right now there is also a somewhat predatory nature 
that exists in our health care system that needs to be addressed around drug prices/ hospital visits/ testing etc. 
There is no magic wand to do this but there are small steps that we can take to start addressing each one of 
these individually. 
 
Stevan Porter: We need to focus on making health care itself – not health insurance / coverage – affordable. 
This would benefit everyone regardless of what coverage they have. Excessive government regulation – often 
benefiting big medical, big pharma, and the insurance industries – remains one of the biggest factors driving up 
healthcare costs and driving independent and smaller practices out business. As with most industries, less 
competition results in higher prices and less choice for consumers. It also tends to stifle innovation, which is 
critical in health care. Some of the more immediate actions that should be taken include relaxing (not 
eliminating) restrictions on drug imports, promoting full transparency in medical care pricing, updating FDA 
drug approval processes, and exploring alternate medical service models especially in underserved 
communities. 

 
V. What changes, if any, do you support to our campaign finance laws? 

 
Gerry Connolly: The American system of funding elections is a travesty. Candidates for office spend too much 
time raising money and not enough time talking to average voters. That is why I co-sponsored legislation to 
provide matching funds for small dollar donations to federal candidates. I want to promote more transparency 
and get rid of the secret spending, which is why I believe in overturning Citizens United. That wretched 
Supreme Court decision has opened the floodgates to billions of dollars in anonymous outside spending, 
including by foreign governments. Citizens United gives corporations more of a political influence than citizens 
and is a threat to our democracy. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: Two things that I would look to address is to deal with the campaign coordination component and 
how money is moved around between entities. There seems to be a lot of "hush-hush" agreements with PACs 
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and campaigns where they technically aren't coordinating but one knows what the other is doing. There really 
needs to be more attention paid to that and maybe stiffer financial penalties. The way a person in office can use 
their office budget to pay for mailings that are marked as "official use" but really look like a piece of campaign 
literature is something else that really needs to be cracked down on. That is one of the biggest advantages that 
incumbents use in these federal races. 
 
Stevan Porter: Not surprisingly, campaign finance laws tend to benefit the two major parties and especially 
incumbents. I would support increasing individual contribution limits while reducing – or even eliminating – PAC 
contributions. PACs would still be able to encourage people to support candidates and educate on issues, but 
the funds should come from people directly. I would also target a number of the loopholes that allow 
incumbents far more latitude in how they campaign and who is paying for it. Taxpayer or corporate supported 
meetings, franked mailings, etc. Finally, we must continue to promote full transparency on where campaign 
funds and other political messaging are coming from and how they are spent. Although I am fine with higher 
limits, voters deserve to know exactly who is behind the money or message. 
 

VI. What policies do you propose to reduce gun violence? 
 
Gerry Connolly: We sadly live in a time where a new mass shooting is in the headlines every few months. The 
Republicans refuse to take action due to fear of the NRA and the extreme elements in their party. The NRA is 
headquartered in my district and I am proud of my F rating from them. Earlier this year I laid out an ABC 
approach to this gun violence epidemic. This plan includes an Assault weapons ban, universal Background 
checks, and Closing the gun show loophole. I am a co-sponsor of the Gun Show Loophole Closing Act of 2017, a 
co-sponsor of Gun Violence Restraining Order Act of 2017, and Assault Weapons Ban of 2018. All of these 
would make sure only law-abiding citizens can purchase weapons, protect the safety of our most vulnerable, 
and make sure mass shootings never happen again. The public overwhelmingly supports all of this legislation 
but Republicans refuse to consider them. 
 
Jeff Dove Jr: Gun violence is something that affects pretty much every community in the United States some 
more than other. Some with really strict firearms laws and some with more lax laws. One policy that I would 
push for is definite prosecution for people who try to purchase a firearm and they are not allowed to possess a 
firearm. There are thousands of people a year that go to try and purchase weapons and have a previous 
conviction or something of that nature and they are not arrested for trying to purchase a gun. Those individuals 
may then go out and obtain one illegally and commit a crime. I would like to see policies at schools that treat 
them like the large facilities they are by having more security to actually protect the entire facility and not just a 
small portion of the school. As Americans we also need to address the elephant in every room and that is 
mental health. People see flags but don't speak up enough we need to get people to step up. 
 
Stevan Porter: Our concern should be with reducing “violence” rather than limiting it to “gun violence”. We are 
too focused on this one aspect of a much larger cultural problem. This leads to proposed “soundbite solutions” 
to a complex set of issues. The bigger issues – and the ones that do not have simple solutions – are how to 
handle mental health issues, racism, unemployment, violence in popular media, and the myriad of other factors 
that contribute to increased violence in our society. Gun specific, I would drastically reduce federally mandated 
gun free zones. These laws do nothing to improve security (criminals ignore them) and simply create areas 
where there is likely to be no resistance. I would also promote improvements in the national background check 
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systems. The current system has significant problems both in people not being on the list and in people being 
wrongfully on the list. Finally, I would support increased penalties for VIOLENT crimes. 
 
VII. What are your legislative priorities? 

 

Gerry Connolly: My first and greatest objective is fighting for the people of Northern Virginia. Helping 
constituents solve their problems will continue to be my top priority. I will continue being a leader in protecting 
federal workers, protecting women’s reproductive rights, ensuring environmental protections, pushing through 
common-sense gun safety legislation, and making sure more Americans stay insured and covered with 
affordable and accessible healthcare. I will fight for immigration reform, infrastructure investment, voting rights 
protection, and government efficiency reforms. I look forward to continue working for these causes if I am re-
elected in 2018. 
 

Jeff Dove Jr: *Physical and Digital Security--My revamped SSN security policy, Election security proposal, 
Promote a Cyber-Security Public\Private working group *Transportation--Infrastructure legislation, Metro 
Legislation, Telework Legislation *Economic Development--Making the middle class tax cuts permanent, 
Promoting trade specific training opportunities *Health Care-- Pre-Existing Condition Protections, Lowering 
prescription drug costs *Immigration-- Illegal Immigration Fine System, Border security continuation *Veterans 
Affairs-- Accountability Legislation, Promote a change in the customer service environment with the VA 
 

Stevan Porter: Criminal Justice Reform – End the practice of civil asset forfeiture, reform sentencing guidelines 
especially for non-violent crimes, decrease the number of federal felonies, restore voting rights, and target 
racially motivated discrepancies in policing and sentencing. Military Mission – I support a strong, well trained, 
and well-equipped military capable of fulfilling its mission. I do challenge what that mission should be, however. 
I would work to end the non-stop deployments and bring more of our troops home soon. Returning More 
Control to States – The federal government was not intended to be in charge of every aspect of governance. 
We need to end the overreach and return more control to states and localities. Debt – We MUST do something 
about the national debt and that requires us to take a close look at federal spending (something neither party 
has been willing to do). 
 

                                                                 
 

Town of Herndon Elections 
Candidates will be on the same ballot as the General Election candidates. 

Further information is available from the Town Clerk's office, 777 Lynn Street, Herndon, 703-435-6804. 
See www.herndon-va.gov/government/mayor-town-council/town-elections. 

Mayor  Town Council (Vote for no more than six candidates) 

Lisa C. Merkel* Jennifer K. Baker* Pradip Dhakal William "Bill" J. McKenna* 
 Grace Wolf Cunningham* Signe V. Friedrichs* Sheila A. Olem* 

 Cesar A. Del Aguila W. J. "Sean" Kenis, Jr. Joseph T. "Joe" Plummer 

   Roland Taylor 

    
 

* = incumbent
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Proposed Virginia Constitutional Amendments 
Additional information: www.elections.virginia.gov/election-law/proposed-constitutional-amendment-2018/index.html 

Article X. Taxation and Finance. Section 6-A.  
Property tax exemption for certain veterans and their surviving spouses and surviving spouses of soldiers killed in action. 

 
Question: Shall the real property tax exemption for a primary residence that is currently provided to the surviving spouses of 

veterans who had a one hundred percent service-connected, permanent, and total disability be amended to allow the surviving 
spouse to move to a different primary residence and still claim the exemption 

 

Present Law 

 
The Constitution of Virginia currently requires the General 
Assembly to exempt from taxation the principal place of 
residence of any veteran who has been determined by the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent 
service-connected, permanent, and total disability. This 
tax exemption is also provided to the surviving spouse of 
such a veteran, so long as the surviving spouse continues 
to occupy that property as the surviving spouse's principal 
place of residence. 

 

Proposed Amendment 
 

The proposed amendment would allow the surviving 
spouse of any veteran who has been determined by the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent 
service-connected, permanent, and total disability to 
continue to claim the tax exemption currently provided, 
even if the surviving spouse moves to a new principal 
place of residence that is owned by the surviving spouse. 

A "yes" vote will allow these surviving spouses to move to 
a new principal place of residence that is owned by the 
surviving spouse and still claim the tax exemption. 

A "no" vote will not allow such surviving spouses to move 
and still claim the tax exemption

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 
Article X. Taxation and Finance. Section 6. Exempt property 

Question: Should a county, city, or town be authorized to provide a partial tax exemption for real property that is subject to 
recurrent flooding, if flooding resiliency improvements have been made on the property?

 
Present Law 

Generally, the Constitution of Virginia provides that all 
property shall be taxed. The Constitution of Virginia also 
sets out specific types of property that may be exempted 
from taxation. For example, the Constitution of Virginia 
allows the General Assembly to permit localities to 
provide a partial exemption from real estate taxes as an 
incentive for property owners to make substantial 
improvements to existing structures by renovating, 
rehabilitating, or replacing those structures. 

 
Proposed Amendment 

The proposed amendment would authorize the General 
Assembly to allow localities to provide a partial tax 
exemption for real property that is subject to recurrent 
flooding, if improvements have been made on the 
property to address flooding. The General Assembly and 
participating localities would be allowed to place 
restrictions or conditions on qualification for the tax 
exemption. 

A "yes" vote will authorize the General Assembly to allow 
localities to provide a partial tax exemption for real 
property that is subject to recurrent flooding, if 
improvements have been made on the property to 
address flooding. 

A "no" vote will not allow such a tax exemption.
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2018 Fairfax County Public Safety Bond Referendum 
 

Additional information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bond/ and www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bond/bond-ballot-question 
 

Bond Ballot Question: Shall Fairfax County, Virginia, contract a debt, borrow money, and issue bonds in the maximum 
aggregate principal amount of $182,000,000 to provide funds, in addition to funds from public safety facilities bonds 
previously authorized, to finance, including reimbursement to the County for temporary financing for, the costs of public safety 
facilities, including the construction, reconstruction, enlargement, renovation and equipment of civil and criminal justice 
facilities, police training and operational facilities and stations, fire and rescue training facilities and stations, including fire and 
rescue stations owned by volunteer organizations, and the acquisition of necessary land? 

 
If approved by voters, the county plans to use the money to pay for renovating, expanding or replacing these fire, police 
and court facilities. 

FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT ($73 MILLION) 

Renovate, expand or replace these four aging fire stations that are 37 years old or older: 

 Mount Vernon ($16 million) 

 Fairview ($16 million) 

 Gunston ($13 million) 

 Seven Corners ($13 million) 
 

Additionally, $15 million will be used to renovate, expand or replace one of the eight remaining volunteer fire 
stations which are each 40 years old or older. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT ($59 MILLION) 

Renovate, expand or replace: 

 Mason Police Station ($23 million): Renovate and make a minor expansion to this station that was built in 
1975 to upgrade building systems and infrastructure. 

 Criminal Justice Academy ($18 million): Renovations and upgrades to this outdated facility that trains 2,300 
police and sheriff’s recruits and officers per year. 

 Police Evidence Storage Building ($18 million): Renovate, expand or replace this building that is used to 
store critical evidence for court. 

 

COURTS & ADULT DETENTION CENTER ($50 MILLION) 
 

Detention Center ($45 million): Replace major building systems in all three wings of the detention center, including 
plumbing, electrical, HVAC and fire protection systems. 

Jennings Judicial Center ($5 million): Courtrooms require improved lighting, ductwork realignment, ADA upgrades, 
wall and ceiling replacement/repairs and technology upgrades 
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What Type of Identification is Required to Vote in Virginia? 

The Commonwealth of Virginia now requires all voters to present valid photo identification. IDs with expiration dates 

must be current or not be expired for more than 12 months. Registered voters may use one of the following types of 

photo identification to vote: 

• Virginia voter identification card, which can be obtained from the Fairfax County of Fairfax City Registrar 

• Valid Virginia driver’s license or special identification card issued by the Virginia Department of Motor 

Vehicles 

• Military Identification card 

• Any federal, Virginia state or local government-issued identification with photo 

• Valid student identification card with a photo issued by any higher education institution in Virginia 

• Valid employer-issued photo identification card 

• U.S. Passport 

For more, visit here: www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/photo-ids-required-to-vote/index.html 

Voters without a valid photo identification card may cast a provisional ballot but must submit identification to the 

Elections Office by 12:00 noon Friday, November 9 to have their ballots counted. 

 

                                                                 
 

General Election 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018  

Polls open 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

                                                                 

Absentee Voting in Fairfax County, Fairfax City and Herndon

In-Person Absentee Voting Begins: 
Friday, September 21, 2018 

 
Deadline to register or update your registration 

for the November 6 General Election: 
Monday, October 15, 2018 

 
Deadline to Apply for an Absentee Ballot by 
Mail: 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 30, 2018 

 

Absentee Ballot by Mail Deadline: 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 6, 2018 

 
Access your Virginia voter record to update your 

registration, apply to vote absentee, and view your 
polling place, election district, absentee ballot 

status, and voting history. To register or update 
your existing registration online, go to 

vote.virginia.gov or print and mail an application. 
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In Virginia, registered voters who meet one of 20 
eligibility criteria may vote by absentee ballot, in 
person or by mail. You may be eligible if: 

 You will be working or commuting for 11 hours 
or more between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
Election Day; 

 You will be away from Fairfax County/City on 
business, personal business, or vacation; 

 You are a student or the spouse of a student 
attending a school outside Fairfax 
County/City; 

 You are on active duty in the military or the 
spouse or dependent residing with a member of 
the military who will be absent from Fairfax 
County/City on Election Day; 

 You are unable to go to the polls due to illness or 
disability, are pregnant, or are the primary 
caretaker of a confined family member; 

 You are an election official; or 
 You meet other criteria listed at the 

Virginia ELECT website: vote.virginia.gov 
 

Absentee Voting by Mail 
 

Applications for mailed absentee ballots may be 
obtained from your office of elections, governmental 
centers and libraries, or may be downloaded from 
vote.virginia.gov. If requesting an absentee ballot 
application by mail, the request must be received by 
the office of elections no later than 5 pm on October 
30, 2018. Absentee ballot applications may also be 
requested online at vote.virginia.gov. (Election 
officials highly recommend submitting applications 
and voted ballots well prior to the deadline due to 
timeliness issues with USPS mail delivery.) 

All mailed absentee ballots must be received by the 
local Office of Elections no later than 7:00 p.m. on 
Election Day in order to be counted. 

Absentee Voting in Person 
 
Registered voters in Virginia who meet the eligibility criteria may 
vote absentee in person at their respective office of elections 
beginning on September 21 and ending at 5 pm on Nov. 3. 
 
Locations for Fairfax County and Fairfax City: 
 

FAIRFAX COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
12000 Government Center Pkwy, Fairfax, Conference Rooms 2/3 
Weekdays: Sept 21-Oct 12 (8 am-4:30 pm; Thurs. 8 am-7 pm) 
Weekdays: Oct 15-Nov 2 (8 am-7 pm) 
Saturdays: Oct 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov 3 (9 am-5 pm) 
Closed Monday, Oct 8. 
 

FAIRFAX CITY 
10455 Armstrong St, Fairfax 
Weekdays: Sept 21-Nov 2 (8:30 am-5 pm) 
Saturdays: Oct 27, Nov 3 (8:30 am-5 pm) 
 

FAIRFAX COUNTY SATELLITE LOCATIONS 
Weekdays: Oct 15-Nov 3 (3 pm-7 pm) 
Saturdays: Oct 13, 20, 27, Nov 3 (9 am-5 pm) 
Franconia Gov’t Center, 6121 Franconia Road, Alexandria 
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond Hwy, Lorton 
Mason Gov’t Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale 
McLean Gov’t Center, 1437 Balls Hill Road, McLean 
Mount Vernon Gov’t Center, 2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria  
North County Gov’t Center, 1801 Cameron Glen Dr, Reston 
Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr, Fairfax  
Sully Gov’t Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd, Chantilly 
West Springfield Gov’t Center, 6140 Rolling Rd, Springfield 
 
HERNDON 
Herndon town residents may visit one of Fairfax County’s in- person 
voting locations if they wish to absentee vote in person. 
 

 

 

For more information on voting in Fairfax County, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/ or call 703-222-0776. 

For Fairfax City, visit www.fairfaxva.gov/vote or call 703-385-
7890. 
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More information:  The FCPS Voter Registration Challenge, College 

Voters, Voters with Special Needs, Military and Overseas Voters 

Fairfax County Public School (FCPS) High School Voter Registration Challenge 

This Challenge aims to register the next generation of voters and educate them about the voting process. In 2017-
18, more than 5,000 FCPS students registered to vote. Visit https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/hschallenge/ for more 
information.  

College Voters:  

Voting and registering to vote can present college students with questions that don't ordinarily come up. Do 

you register to vote at home or at school?  (You can register in either place, but not both). Here is some useful 

information about registering to vote and voting for college students: College Student Voting Guidelines for 

Registration, Voting, and Absentee Ballots. Visit lwv-fairfax.org/collegevoters/ 

Voters with Special Needs 

Read more here about the rights of voters, about curbside voting, and the accessibility of polling places: 

www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/voters-with-special-needs/index.html 

People with Special Needs are a significant voting bloc, but barriers to vote remain.  

Read more: lwv-fairfax.org/voterswithspecialneeds/ and fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/disability-services 

Military and Overseas Voters 

Go to the Virginia Citizens’ portal, https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/military-overseas/ 

Visit the Federal Voting Assistance Program, providing Voting assistance for Service members, 

their families and overseas citizens.  Go to https://www.fvap.gov/ 

 

Join the League! 

Join the League: www.lwv-fairfax.org/join/ 

Donate! 

Donate to the League to help us continue our work:  www.lwv-fairfax.org/donate/ 

 

 

Disclaimer: The contact information provided in “Voters’ Guide” was furnished by the campaigns to the League of Women Voters of 

the Fairfax Area (LWVFA), obtained from the Fairfax County Office of Elections, or official websites. The LWVFA is not responsible for any 

changes or inaccuracies in the listings; the information was current as of October 21, 2018. This is not an official publication for any 

campaign or candidate, but information only. The LWVFA can be reached at 703-658-9150, on the web at www.LWV-Fairfax.org, on our 

Facebook page, www.facebook.com/lwvfairfax, twitter.com/LWVfairfax, or at LWVUS www.vote411.org. 
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