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It is that time of year again -- program planning! Think about the LWV program on the national and local 
levels. Do our long-standing positions still have relevance? Can they be more effective if reworded or re-
studied? Are there issues that need the League’s voice; and if so, should we embark on a new study?

7KH�/:9�GHULYHV�LWV�VWUHQJWK�IURP�EHLQJ�HPEHGGHG�LQ�DQG�UHÁHFWLYH�RI�PHPEHU�LQWHUHVW��6R�WHQG�WR�\RXU�
“grassroots,” weigh in on our programs for the next two years and send a message to you local and national 
Leagues.

A special treat at our January meeting will be a presentation by our own Kathleen Pablo who has been warmly 
UHFHLYHG�DOO�RYHU�9LUJLQLD�IRU�KHU�GUDPDWLF�UHFUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�¿JKW�for women’s suffrage 
¿QDOO\�ZDV�ZRQ���(QWLWOHG�³7KH�1LJKW�RI�7HUURU�´�WKLV�ZDV�ORQJ�RYHUGXH�WR�EH�HQMR\HG�E\�RXU�)DLUID[�/HDJXH�

Program Planning for LWVUS & LWVFA 2014-2016
Your Chance to Choose League Program

January

 1 New Years Day
 3 LWVNCA Board meeting
 6 VOTER deadline
 8 General Assembly convenes
15 Women’s Legislative Roundtable
15 Board Meeting
18 General Meeting
��� 0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ��-U��'D\
20 School holiday
22 Women’s Legislative Roundtable
29 Women’s Legislative Roundtable
30, 31 Student holiday

Presidents’ Message 2
LWVUS Gives Background Reading for 
Agriculture Study 2
Should Fairfax County Adopt
    a Meal Tax? 3
Registration Form for General Meeting 4
LWV-FA December Board Notes 4
National and Local Program Planning EF-1
Pre-Session Huge Success EF-6
3UH�6HVVLRQ�,GHQWL¿HV�7RS�,VVXHV� ()��
Pablo to Speak at General Meeting 5
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of Fairfax Area Education Fund, is published 10 times each year-
from September to June by:
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League members for $15 per annum. Send your check to the above 
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Presidents’
Message

Happy New Year!  We hope all of you enjoyed a wonderful 
holiday season full of good company, good times and good 
IRRG��$W�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKLV�QHZ�FDOHQGDU�\HDU��ZH�KRSH�WR�UHSHDW�
WKH�VXFFHVVHV�RI�ODVW�\HDU���,Q�������IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��ZH�GLG�
program planning as a group at the General Meeting, and 
PRVW�RI�\RX�WROG�XV�WKDW�\RX�SUHIHU�GRLQJ�LW�WKLV�ZD\�

This year’s General Meeting will take place on Saturday, 
-DQXDU\������7KH�VSHDNHU�ZLOO�EH�RXU�RZQ�.DWKOHHQ�3DEOR��
who will describe how the Suffragists earned us the right 
to participate in the political process and make our voices 
KHDUG�RQ�PDWWHUV�RI�SXEOLF�SROLF\�WKDW�DIIHFW�XV�DOO���

Kathleen’s talk will provide the perfect lead-in to our 
SURJUDP�SODQQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�DIWHU�OXQFK���/LNH�WKH�6XIIUDJLVWV��
who worked toward their goals as a group, we’ll work as a 
group to decide the LWVFA program for the coming League 
\HDU��:H�KRSH�\RX�FDQ�MRLQ�XV�WR�FDWFK�XS�ZLWK�IHOORZ�/HDJXH�
members, to hear Kathleen’s talk and to participate in our 
SURJUDP�SODQQLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQV����

 Another 2013 success was our series of candidate Meet-
DQG�*UHHWV��,Q�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�RWKHU�ORFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
we arranged one of these events for every supervisor district 
LQ�WKH�FRXQW\���:H�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�3HJJ\�.QLJKW�
ZKR�RUJDQL]HG�WKHP��-DQH�3DFHOOL�ZKR�SXEOLFL]HG�WKHP�DQG�
every one of you who participated in any way to make them 
D�VXFFHVV��:H�FRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�GRQH�LW�ZLWKRXW�\RX��$V�ZH�ORRN�
forward to a year of continuing successes, we thank each 
DQG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�ZKR�PDNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR�SRVVLEOH�� 

The LWVUS voted in 2012 to form a committee to study 
DJULFXOWXUH� LQ� WKH�8�6�� � /:9)$�ZLOO� KDYH� FRQVHQVXV�
PHHWLQJV� WKLV�ZLQWHU�� �5HVXOWV�RI�RXU�FRQVHQVXV�PHHWLQJV�
will be reported in April and presented to the national 
FRQYHQWLRQ�LQ�-XQH���%HIRUH�RXU�PHHWLQJV��\RX�PD\�ZDQW�
WR�YLVLW�VRPH�RI�WKH�VLWHV�WKDW�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�UHFRPPHQGV�

The update will focus on: 1) current technology issues 
LQ� DJULFXOWXUH�� LQFOXGLQJ� JHQHWLFDOO\�PRGL¿HG� RUJDQLVPV�
(GMOs), herbicides, pesticides, agricultural water pollution, 
aquifer depletion, antibiotics in livestock, and accurate 
IRRG� ODEHOLQJ�� DQG���� FXUUHQW� DJULFXOWXUDO�¿QDQFH� LVVXHV��
including consolidation in agriculture industries, crop 
VXEVLGLHV� DQG� WKH� IHGHUDO� DJULFXOWXUDO� UHJXODWRU\�SURFHVV�

The Committee has identified three specific background 
documents that provide a broad and relatively neutral overview 
RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�VHW�RI�LVVXHV�DGGUHVVHG�E\�8�6��DJULFXOWXUDO�SROLF\�
and three websites that provide similar types of information, 
EXW� IURP� WKH�ZHEVLWH� VSRQVRU¶V� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ��7KH�&RPPLWWHH�
points out that each of the documents and websites presents 
information consistent with the mission of the authors and/or 
VSRQVRULQJ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� VR�/HDJXH�PHPEHUV�PXVW� EH�ZLOOLQJ�
to read widely to get a balanced understanding of agricultural 
SROLF\� FKDOOHQJHV� IDFLQJ� WKH�8�6�� DQG� WKH�ZRUOG� LQ� JHQHUDO�

7KH�GRFXPHQWV�DUH�D�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW�UHSRUW��Challenges and 

Opportunities in U.S. Agriculture (Chapter 8 of the Economic 

Report of the President- 2013; a Union of Concerned 

Scientists policy brief titled The Healthy  Farm: A Vision for U.S. 

Agriculture, and a short article in 6FLHQWL¿F�$PHULFD, “Will Organic 

Fail to Feed the World?�³�7KH�¿UVW�ZHEVLWH�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�86'$�
�.QRZ�<RXU�)DUPHU��DERXW�ORFDO�IRRGV��2WKHUV�DUH�VSRQVRUHG�E\�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XVWDLQDEOH�$JULFXOWXUH�&RXQFLO�DQG�WKH�8�6��)DUPHUV�
DQG�5DQFKHUV�$OOLDQFH�³)RRG�'LDORJXH�´�7R�¿QG�WKHVH�GRFXPHQWV�
and websites, go to the LWVUS website and follow leads to the 
DJULFXOWXUDO�XSGDWH�SDJH��:H�ZLOO�DOVR�KDYH�D�OLQN�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH�

Background Reading for 
LWVUS Agricultural Study
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By Karole McKalip

The possibility of a Fairfax County Meals Tax to increase 
revenue for County programs continues to be a topic of 
FRQVLGHUDEOH�LQWHUHVW��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��&RXQW\�VFKRRO�RI¿FLDOV�
who are concerned about cuts in funding for class programs 
DQG�VWDII�DUH�ORRNLQJ�WR�D�PHDOV�WD[�GHGLFDWHG�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��
In October, School Board members asked the Virginia 
legislature “to amend the state constitution to grant them 
LQGHSHQGHQW�WD[LQJ�DXWKRULW\«��$�PRYHPHQW�SXVKLQJ�IRU�
a 4 percent meals tax in restaurants is gaining momentum 
in Fairfax as a means to raise about $100 million a year for 
WKH�VFKRROV�´��(Washington Post,�1RYHPEHU�����������S��%����
Our November unit discussions examined the meals tax as 
D�ZKROH�DQG�PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DV�D�ZD\�WR�DGG�UHYHQXH�QRW�
only for schools but also for other areas such as libraries, 
VSHFLDO�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�SURMHFWV��¿UH�SROLFH�QHHGV��SDUNV��DQG�
DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�

Unit members generally agreed that new sources of revenue 
to support County programs were necessary and that 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�PHDOV�WD[�ZRXOG�EH�GHVLUDEOH��:KLOH�
the majority of units were positive about such a tax, there 
were concerns about the effects on some residents such 
DV� WKH�ZRUNLQJ�SRRU� DQG�KRPHOHVV��Members had mixed 
UHDFWLRQV�WR�XVLQJ�WKH�WD[�IRU�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVHV�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�
SODFLQJ�LW�LQWR�WKH�JHQHUDO�IXQG��0RVW�XQLWV�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�
GHVLJQDWLQJ�D�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVH�ZRXOG�IDFLOLWDWH�YRWHU�VXSSRUW��
Some in the Reston Evening unit voiced a concern that a 
referendum would not be supported if the revenue would go 
LQWR�WKH�JHQHUDO�IXQG���0W��9HUQRQ�(YHQLQJ�PHPEHUV�VDLG�
that opinion was split between having the tax earmarked or 
for the general fund; some felt that tax would be easier to 
SDVV�LI�LW�ZDV�GHVLJQDWHG�IRU�D�SDUWLFXODU�DUHD��7KH�6SULQJ¿HOG�
unit thought that earmarking the tax would be a device for 
ensuring passage, but that general funds would then likely 
VKLIW�WR�RWKHU�DUHDV��7KH�XQLW�EHOLHYHG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�QHFHVVDU\�
WR�SHULRGLFDOO\�UHYLHZ�VXFK�D�WD[���0RVW�XQLWV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�
��SHUFHQW�ZRXOG�EH�D�UHDVRQDEOH�UDWH�

Because the Dillon Rule limits what counties can use for new 
sources of steady revenue (Reston Day and Reston Evening), 
a dedicated meals tax would provide the county with extra 
LQFRPH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��EHFDXVH�VRPH�VXUURXQGLQJ�WRZQV�DQG�
other jurisdictions already have meals taxes, Fairfax/Vienna 
did not think it would cause much harm to the restaurants in 
WKH�FRXQW\�  In examining the negatives of such a tax, Reston 
Evening pointed out that businesses have not supported 
WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��$QG��DV�ZDV�VWDWHG�HDUOLHU��LI�WKH�

Summary of November Unit Discussions������

Should Fairfax County Adopt a Meals Tax?
FRXQW\�ZRXOG�XVH�WKH�WD[�WR�VXSSRUW�D�VSHFL¿F�SURJUDP��L�H���
education, there was a concern that the State would reduce 
WKHLU�IXQGLQJ�LQ�WKDW�DUHD���&HQWUHYLOOH�&KDQWLOO\�ZRQGHUHG�
about the administration time and cost to small business 
RZQHUV��0RVW�XQLWV��KRZHYHU��GHFLGHG�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�VXFK�
D�WD[�ZRXOG�EH�PLQLPDO��6HYHUDO�XQLWV�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�SDVVDJH�
of a meals tax would require an effective public relations 
campaign, to include outreach to the business community 
IRU�LWV�VXSSRUW�

All of the units had questions for the Board of Supervisors 
RQ�WKLV�LVVXH�
9�What exactly would be taxed?  For example, grocery 

VWRUHV� RIIHU� SUHSDUHG� GHOL� LWHPV�� VDODG� EDUV�� HWF���
would the tax apply?

9�How would the revenue be used? 
9�How would such a proposal by the Board of 

Supervisors be presented to the public?
9�What other plans does the BOS have for increasing 

needed revenue? For example, has it looked into 
hotel or car rental taxes?

9�What lessons can be learned from counties that 
already have such a tax?

9�What is the appropriate timing to present this tax as 
a referendum?

9�Is the BOS prepared to “sell” such a tax to the public?
9�Is the BOS prepared to administer the tax?

None of the units felt that the current positions of the LWV-
)$�RQ�¿VFDO�SROLF\�QHHG� WR�EH�UHYLVHG��7KH�SRVLWLRQV�DUH�
comprehensive and allow it to support action for the meals 
WD[��0W��9HUQRQ�'D\�VDLG�WKLV�ZDV�DQ�LVVXH�WKDW�WKH�/HDJXH�
VKRXOG�UHDOO\�SXVK�IRUZDUG���,WV�PHPEHUV�JHQHUDOO\�EHOLHYHG�
WKDW�RXU�FXUUHQW�SRVLWLRQV�DUH�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�SXUVXH�
WKH�WRSLF�DQG�WR�WHVWLI\�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�D�PHDOV�WD[� Several 
other units proposed that the League support a PR campaign 
for the referendum by speaking at BOS meetings, working 
WR� HGXFDWH� SHRSOH� RQ� WKH� EHQH¿WV� DQG� FRRUGLQDWLQJ�ZLWK�
RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�SXW�WRJHWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
VHVVLRQV�� 6RPH�XQLWV�� KRZHYHU��ZHUH�PRUH� FDXWLRXV� DQG�
suggested that the League should reach a consensus 
FRQFHUQLQJ�OREE\LQJ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�WD[��5HVWRQ�(YHQLQJ����
Fairfax Station suggested that before supporting the tax, 
the League should challenge the BOS to justify the need 
IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�UHYHQXH�DQG�WR�LGHQWLI\�VSHFL¿F�QHHGV�ZKHUH�
WKH� DGGLWLRQDO� UHYHQXH�ZRXOG� JR��&HQWUHYLOOH�&KDQWLOO\¶V�
view was that the League should concentrate its efforts on 
HGXFDWLRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�VXSSRUW��
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   ~ You are cordially invited to attend 
~ 

The LWV of the Fairfax Area
               General Meeting

Saturday, January 18, 2014

COUNTRY CLUB OF FAIRFAX
5110 Ox Road (Route 123 & Braddock Roads)

Fairfax VA 22030
�����D�P��±�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�	�FRIIHH

�����D�P��/:986�SURJUDP�SODQQLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ

������D�P��6SHDNHU��.DWKOHHQ�3DEOR
“History of the Suffrage Movement”

������±�/XQFKHRQ
(Reservations required for luncheon only)

Luncheon Reservation Deadline January 8, 2014–- Cost: $35 per person

Menu: House Salad With Raspberry Vinaigrette, Chicken Entree, Chef‘s Vegetables, Rolls and Butter, Dessert, Coffee Service

*****************************************************************************************************

Program is free; Luncheon, $35 per person.
Make checks payable to: LWVFA and mail with reservation form to:

2014 General Meeting, 10172 Turnberry Place, Oakton, VA 22124
Name _____________________________________________Lunch @$35 ea.______________
Phone Number & E-mail__________________________________________________________
Guest(s)’Name(s)____________________________________Lunch @$35ea._______________

Total Enclosed $_______________
For special dietary needs or questions, call Mary at 703-319-2185

$W�LWV�1RYHPEHU�PHHWLQJ��WKH�/:9)$�%RDUG�FRQ¿UPHG�DQG�
or approved the following appointments: Betty Ellerbee, who 
was appointed Sequoya Condo Chair prior to the elections; 
Ann Kanter to Fairfax County’s Information Technology 
Policy Advisory Committee, and Marcia McDevitt to 
WKH�&RPPXQLW\�$FWLRQ�$GYLVRU\�%RDUG��7KH�%RDUG� DOVR�
noted that the library issue was a hot topic at October unit 
PHHWLQJV��0HPEHUV�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKHUH�VHHPHG�WR�EH�QR�QHHG�
IRU�D�FKDQJH�LQ�RXU�SRVLWLRQ�DW�WKLV�WLPH��:H�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�
VHQGLQJ�D�UHJXODU�REVHUYHU�WR�WKH�/LEUDU\�%RDUG�PHHWLQJV���

LWV-FA Board Notes
for December Don’t Forget to 

Register to Attend 
the General Meeting 

January 18
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National and Local Program Planning: Time to 
Make Your Views Known for 2014-2016
January’s General Meeting is a time to reflect on the 
LVVXHV�WUXO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�/HDJXH�PHPEHUV��:H�FDQQRW�GR�
everything, but we are certainly good at having an impact on 
D�IHZ�LVVXHV�DW�D�WLPH��<RXU�YLHZV�ZLOO�IHHG�LQWR�D�FRQVHQVXV�
that will help decide both local and LWVUS program for 
WKH�SURJUDP�\HDU�WKDW�EHJLQV�LQ�WKH�IDOO�
 
One important aspect of League program is that it includes 
ERWK�VWXG\�DQG�DFWLRQ��0HPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�DVNHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�
positions that should have the highest priority for action 
as well as a very few areas that need to be reviewed for a 
SRVVLEOH�XSGDWH�RU�VWXGLHG�DQHZ��5HYLHZV�RU�VWXGLHV�OHDG�WR�
FRQFXUUHQFH�RU�FRQVHQVXV��

As you evaluate issues, ask yourself these questions: Is 
there widespread member interest? Is this a timely issue? 
Is government action the most effective way to address the 
problem? Do we have the people to work on this?  Feedback 
forms will be available at the General Meeting and will also 
DSSHDU�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�OZY�IDLUID[�RUJ�

Members will be asked, on both LWVUS and LWVFA 
levels to 1) decide if there is an issue that they would like 
to be reviewed; 2) decide if there is an issue on which they 
would like a new study; 3) decide if there are any issues that 
should have priority for action; 4) decide if there are any 
positions that should be abandoned, 5) and very importantly, 
ZKR�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�LVVXH��)RU�/:9)$�SURJUDP��
you will be asked if there are topics on which you would 
OLNH�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV��<RX�PD\�DOVR�GHFLGH�WKDW�\RX�
have considered everything and do not want to recommend 
DQ\�FKDQJHV�

Remember that during the past year, Fairfax Area League 
members reviewed the League’s local and national positions 
on housing, libraries and taxes as we studied those issues 
LQ�XQLW�PHHWLQJV���$IWHU�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKRVH�LVVXHV��PRVW�XQLW�
members felt that the positions on libraries and taxes were 
adequate and needed no change, but the local position on 
KRXVLQJ�QHHGHG�VRPH�HGLWLQJ�GXH�WR�UHGXQGDQF\��

I. ABOUT LWVUS (National) PROGRAM 
PLANNING

 
We are being asked by LWVUS to provide feedback before 
March, so that our delegates to the June convention will be 

attending with a purpose, not subject to pressure by one 
LQWHUHVW�JURXS��

Resources and Volunteer Time 
Before recommending a study, review or concurrence, 
Leagues need to consider the resource commitment required 
IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�ORFDO�/HDJXH�DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�WKH�/:986��$�
recommendation of a new study, review or concurrence is 
a request to give the recommendation a high priority for 
WKH�ELHQQLXP�DW�ERWK�WKH�/:9)$�DQG�/:986�OHYHOV���,I�
a recommendation is adopted, local Leagues and LWVUS, 
ZLWK�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV�±�PRQH\��EXW�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�
volunteer time -- may find it necessary to drop other 
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH���$OWKRXJK�WHFKQRORJ\�KDV�
PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHGXFH�H[SHQVHV��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�VLJQL¿FDQW�
staff time costs, even with unbelievable hours of volunteer 
ZRUN�E\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VWXG\�FRPPLWWHH���(DFK�VWXG\�RU�XSGDWH�
includes the process of choosing a committee which then 
meets for a number of months to work on study materials 
DQG�FRQVHQVXV�TXHVWLRQV���6R�DV�/HDJXHV�FRQVLGHU�WKH�VFRSH�
of any proposed study or update remember that consensus 
process must be capable of completion between July 2014 
DQG�$SULO������

New Study, Review, or Concurrence? 
In recent years, local and state Leagues have had the option 
to choose one new study, or one review and update, or one 
FRQFXUUHQFH�RU�WR�PDNH�QR�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��7KLV�ELHQQLXP��
the response form will accept two recommendations, 
which can be any combination of study, review/update or 
FRQFXUUHQFH��7KH� VHFRQG� LV� QRW� UHTXLUHG�� EXW� WKH� RSWLRQ�
is provided for Leagues that cannot reach consensus on 
SURSRVLQJ�RQO\�RQH�SURJUDP�LWHP��7KLV�RSWLRQ�JLYHV�/HDJXHV�
the opportunity to choose a second program item that can be 
a study, review/update or concurrence no matter which of the 
WKUHH�FDWHJRULHV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FKRLFH��6R��D�/HDJXH¶V�SURSRVDO�
could be two studies, two concurrences, two review/updates 
RU�DQ\�FRPELQDWLRQ�WKHUHRI���2QO\�WZR�LWHPV�ZLOO�EH�DFFHSWHG�
from any one League and the second item will be weighted 
DW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�

New Study/Program Item:  To propose a new 
VWXG\��RXU�/HDJXH�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�¿OO�RXW�WKDW�VHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
response form by including a brief statement (300 words or 
OHVV���VWDWLQJ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�VWXG\��:H�ZLOO�OLVW�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�
under the appropriate position heading—Representative 
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Government, International Relations, Natural Resources, 
RU�6RFLDO�3ROLF\��$�VWDWHPHQW�RI�VFRSH� LQFOXGHV� WKH�DUHDV�
to be explored, the emphasis on a particular aspect of the 
LVVXH��DQG�WKH�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�WKH�VWXG\��7KH�VWDII�DQG�3URJUDP�
Planning Committee have asked if several Leagues are 
proposing or supporting the same study, that they use the 
same position heading and consistent wording in the brief 
VXPPDU\�RI� VFRSH�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� FKHFNLQJ� WKH�/:9()�
Clearinghouse before proposing a study on a new topic, 
Leagues are encouraged to use the Convention and Leaders 
Forums to inquire if any state or local League has a position 
RQ� WKH� SURSRVHG� WRSLF�� � ,I� VR�� D�/HDJXH�PLJKW� FRQVLGHU�
SURSRVLQJ�D�FRQFXUUHQFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�QHZ�VWXG\�

Review/Update:  Likewise, Leagues may recommend 
D�/:986�SRVLWLRQ�IRU�UHYLHZ�XSGDWH�GXULQJ�HDFK�ELHQQLXP���
Again, it will be helpful to the staff and Program Planning 
Committee, if several Leagues are proposing or supporting 
the same review/update, that they use the same position 
heading and consistent wording in the brief summary of 
VFRSH�

Concurrence:  LWVUS’s response form includes the 
RSWLRQ�WR�UHFRPPHQG�D�SURJUDP�LWHP�IRU�FRQFXUUHQFH��7KH�
proposed concurrence must be based on a previous state or 
local League position, and the League needs to provide the 
title and scope of the position it proposes for concurrence 
DQG�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/HDJXH�WKDW�GLG�WKH�RULJLQDO�VWXG\�

What Positions Are Already on the Books? 
7KH�VKRUW�YHUVLRQ�LV�UHSURGXFHG�EHORZ��7KH�IXOO�WH[W�RI�RXU�
LWVUS positions is too long to include in the VOTER but 
makes for fascinating reading, complete with background of 
KRZ�FKDQJHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��3OHDVH�PDNH�
every effort to download Impact on Issues 2013 from the 
website: ZZZ�OZY�RUJ��

From LWVUS Program Planning Leader’s Guide 2013-
2014 11/11/2013 by Jessica Jones

II. LWVUS PUBLIC POLICY POSITIONS in 
brief 2012-2014

A. REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT: Promote 
an open governmental system that is representative, ac-
countable and responsive.

1. Voting Rights

Citizen’s Right to Vote.�3URWHFW�WKH�ULJKW�RI�DOO�FLWL]HQV�WR�
YRWH��HQFRXUDJH�DOO�FLWL]HQV�WR�YRWH�

D C  S e l f - G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  F u l l  Vo t i n g 
Representation. 6HFXUH�IRU�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�
Columbia the rights of self-government and full voting 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�ERWK�KRXVHV�RI�&RQJUHVV�

2. Election Process

Apportionment. Support apportionment of congressional 
districts and elected legislative bodies at all levels of 
JRYHUQPHQW�EDVHG�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�RQ�SRSXODWLRQ�

Campaign Finance. ,PSURYH�PHWKRGV�RI�¿QDQFLQJ�SROLWLFDO�
campaigns in order to ensure the public’s right to know, 
FRPEDW�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�XQGXH�LQÀXHQFH��HQDEOH�FDQGLGDWHV�
WR�FRPSHWH�PRUH�HTXLWDEO\�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�DQG�SURPRWH�
FLWL]HQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVV�
Selection of the President. Promote the election of the 
3UHVLGHQW�DQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�E\�GLUHFW�SRSXODU�YRWH��6XSSRUW�
XQLIRUP�QDWLRQDO�YRWLQJ�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�
SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQV��6XSSRUW�HIIRUWV�WR�SURYLGH�YRWHUV�ZLWK�
VXI¿FLHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�FDQGLGDWHV�

3. Citizen Rights

Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen Participation. Protect the 
FLWL]HQ¶V�ULJKW�WR�NQRZ�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�FLWL]HQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�
JRYHUQPHQW�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�

Individual Liberties. Oppose major threats to basic 
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJKWV�

Public Policy on Reproductive Choices. Protect the 
constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make 
UHSURGXFWLYH�FKRLFHV�

4. Congress and the Presidency

Congress. Support responsive legislative processes 
FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� DFFRXQWDELOLW\�� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHQHVV��
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�FDSDELOLW\�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�

The Presidency. Promote a dynamic balance of power 
between the executive and legislative branches within the 
IUDPHZRUN�VHW�E\�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�

5. Privatization Ensure transparency, accountability, 
positive community impact and preservation of the com-
mon good when considering the transfer of governmental 
VHUYLFHV��DVVHWV�DQG�RU�IXQFWLRQV�WR�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�

B. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:  Promote 
peace in an interdependent world by working coopera-
tively with other nations and strengthening international 
organizations.
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1. United Nations. Support a strong, effective United 
Nations to promote international peace and security and to 
address the social, economic and humanitarian needs of all 
SHRSOH�

2. Trade. 6XSSRUW�8�6�� WUDGH�SROLFLHV� WKDW� UHGXFH� WUDGH�
barriers, expand international trade and advance the 
achievement of humanitarian, environmental and social 
JRDOV�

3. U.S. Relations with Developing Countries. 
3URPRWH�8�6�� SROLFLHV� WKDW�PHHW� ORQJ�WHUP� VRFLDO� DQG�
HFRQRPLF�QHHGV�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�

4. Arms Control. Reduce the risk of war through support 
RI�DUPV�FRQWURO�PHDVXUHV�

5. Military Policy and Defense Spending. Work to 
OLPLW�UHOLDQFH�RQ�PLOLWDU\�IRUFH��([DPLQH�GHIHQVH�VSHQGLQJ�
LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WRWDO�QDWLRQDO�QHHGV�

C. NATURAL RESOURCES:  Promote an environ-
PHQW�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�OLIH�WKURXJK�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�ZLVH�
management of natural resources in the public interest.

1. Natural Resources.  Promote the management of 
natural resources as interrelated parts of life-supporting 
ecosystems.

2. Resource Management. Promote resource 
conservation, stewardship and long-range planning, with 
the responsibility for managing natural resources shared by 
DOO�OHYHOV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�

3. Environmental Protection and Pollution 
Control. Preserve the physical, chemical and biological 
integrity of the ecosystem, with maximum protection of 
SXEOLF�KHDOWK�DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�

Air Quality. Promote measures to reduce pollution from 
PRELOH�DQG�VWDWLRQDU\�VRXUFHV��

Energy. Support environmentally sound policies that reduce 
HQHUJ\�JURZWK� UDWHV�� HPSKDVL]H�HQHUJ\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�
HQFRXUDJH�WKH�XVH�RI�UHQHZDEOH�UHVRXUFHV��

Land Use.�3URPRWH�SROLFLHV� WKDW�PDQDJH�ODQG�DV�D�¿QLWH�
UHVRXUFH�DQG�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�VWHZDUGVKLS�

Water Resources. Support measures to reduce pollution 
in order to protect surface water, groundwater and drinking 
ZDWHU�

Waste Management. Promote policies to reduce the 

generation and promote the reuse and recycling of solid 
DQG�KD]DUGRXV�ZDVWHV��

Nuclear Issues. Promote the maximum protection of public 
KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�

 Public Participation. Promote public understanding and 
participation in decision making as essential elements of 
responsible and responsive management of our natural 
UHVRXUFHV��

4. Agriculture Policy. Promote adequate supplies of 
IRRG�DQG�¿EHU�DW�UHDVRQDEOH�SULFHV�WR�FRQVXPHUV�DQG�VXSSRUW�
economically viable farms, environmentally sound farm 
SUDFWLFHV�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�UHOLDQFH�RQ�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW�

D. SOCIAL POLICY:  Secure equal rights and equal 
opportunity for all. Promote social and economic justice 
and the health and safety of all Americans.

1. Equality of Opportunity

Equal Rights.� 6XSSRUW� UDWL¿FDWLRQ� RI� WKH�(TXDO�5LJKWV�
Amendment and efforts to bring laws into compliance with 
WKH�JRDOV�RI�WKH�(5$�

Education, Employment and Housing. Support equal 
DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�KRXVLQJ�

Federal Role in Public Education. Support federal policies 
that provide an equitable, quality public education for all 
FKLOGUHQ�SUH�.�WKURXJK�JUDGH����

2. Fiscal Policy

Tax Policy. 6XSSRUW�DGHTXDWH�DQG�ÀH[LEOH�IXQGLQJ�RI�IHGHUDO�
government programs through an equitable tax system that 
is progressive overall and that relies primarily on a broad-
EDVHG�LQFRPH�WD[�

)HGHUDO�'H¿FLW��3URPRWH�UHVSRQVLEOH�GH¿FLW�SROLFLHV�

Funding of Entitlements. Support a federal role in 
providing mandatory, universal, old-age, survivors, 
GLVDELOLW\�DQG�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�

3. Health Care. Secure equal rights and equal oppor-
WXQLW\�IRU�DOO��3URPRWH�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�MXVWLFH�DQG�WKH�
KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�DOO�$PHULFDQV�

4. Immigration. 3URPRWH� UHXQL¿FDWLRQ� RI� LPPHGLDWH�
families; meet the economic, business and employment 
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needs of the United States; be responsive to those facing 
political persecution or humanitarian crises; and provide 
IRU�VWXGHQW�YLVDV��(QVXUH�IDLU�WUHDWPHQW�XQGHU�WKH�ODZ�IRU�DOO�
SHUVRQV��,Q�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�D�UHIRUPHG�V\VWHP��VXSSRUW�SURYL-
VLRQV�IRU�XQDXWKRUL]HG�LPPLJUDQWV�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
WR�HDUQ�OHJDO�VWDWXV�

5. Meeting Basic Human Needs. Support programs 
and policies to prevent or reduce poverty and to promote 
VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�

Income Assistance. Support income assistance programs, 
based on need, that provide decent, adequate standards for 
IRRG��FORWKLQJ�DQG�VKHOWHU�

Support Services.�3URYLGH�HVVHQWLDO�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�

Housing Supply. Support policies to provide a decent home 
DQG�D�VXLWDEOH�OLYLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�HYHU\�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\�

6. Child Care. Support programs and policies to expand 
the supply of affordable, quality child care for all who need 
LW�

 Early Intervention for Children at Risk. Support policies 
and programs that promote the well-being, development and 
VDIHW\�RI�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�

Violence Prevention. Support violence prevention programs 
LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�

7. Gun Control. Protect the health and safety of 
FLWL]HQV� WKURXJK� OLPLWLQJ� WKH� DFFHVVLELOLW\� DQG� UHJXODWLQJ�
WKH�RZQHUVKLS�RI�KDQGJXQV�DQG�VHPL�DXWRPDWLF�ZHDSRQV��
6XSSRUW�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�¿UHDUPV�IRU�FRQVXPHU�VDIHW\�

8. Urban Policy. Promote the economic health of cities 
DQG�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�XUEDQ�OLIH�

9. Death Penalty. The LWVUS supports abolition of 
WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\�

10. Sentencing Policy. The LWVUS believes 
DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LPSULVRQPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�H[SORUHG�DQG�XWLOL]HG��
taking into consideration the circumstances and nature of the 
FULPH��7KH�/:986�RSSRVHV�PDQGDWRU\�PLQLPXP�VHQWHQFHV�
IRU�GUXJ�RIIHQVHV�

:KDWHYHU�WKH�LVVXH��WKH�/HDJXH�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�HI¿FLHQW�DQG�
economical government requires competent personnel, the 

FOHDU� DVVLJQPHQW� RI� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�� DGHTXDWH� ¿QDQFLQJ��
coordination among levels of government, effective 

HQIRUFHPHQW� DQG�ZHOO� GH¿QHG� FKDQQHOV� IRU� FLWL]HQ� LQSXW�
and review.

From LWVUS.org/content/public-policy-positions 
(revised 2013)

III. ABOUT LWVFA (local) PROGRAM 
PLANNING

The same principles apply for local program planning, 
except that we adopt our program for the next year at our 
$SULO�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DW�D�-XQH�FRQYHQWLRQ���:H�
already have a few suggestions from earlier unit and other 
PHHWLQJV�

IV. LWVFA POSITIONS IN BRIEF

A. GOVERNMENT 

1. Fairfax County & City of Fairfax (1987-1996) 
Support an effective, responsible and accountable form 
RI� JRYHUQPHQW� WKDW� LQFOXGHV� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU� FLWL]HQ�
participation in the decision-making process by scheduling 
time for public comment at board and council meetings and 
KROGLQJ�PDJLVWHULDO�GLVWULFW� WRZQ�PHHWLQJV� LQ� WKH�FRXQW\��
Support for the concept of an independent auditor for 
SURJUDP�UHYLHZ��

2. Fiscal (1970s-2008) 
Support for an effectively administered, equitable tax system 
and the sale of bonds for capital improvements including the 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�UHQHZDO�RI�VFKRRO�IDFLOLWLHV��,I�DGGLWLRQDO�
revenue is needed, and in order to diversify the tax system 
and reduce 
reliance on the property tax, a combination of adjusting the 
rates on existing taxes and/or fees and enacting new taxes 
DQG�RU�IHHV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG��

 3. Public Libraries (1984-2006) 
Support for selection policies and procedures of the Fairfax 
County Public Libraries (FCPL) that ensure its collection 
contains a wide variety of books, digital resources, and 
other materials representing a diversity of views to serve 
the educational, informational and recreational needs of the 
UHVLGHQWV�RI�)DLUID[�&RXQW\�&LW\�
 

EF-4



The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area Education Fund

www.lwv-fairfax.org

January 2014

4. Registration and Voting 
Support efforts to increase voter registration and voter 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�)DLUID[�&RXQW\�DQG�WKH�&LW\�RI�)DLUID[�

 5. Transportation (1981-2004) 
Support for an effective, well-coordinated and adequately 
¿QDQFHG�V\VWHP�RI�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LQ�)DLUID[�&RXQW\�
City, and an active role by Fairfax County in the planning 
RI�LWV�URDG�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�¿QDQFLQJ�RI�URDG�LPSURYHPHQWV�
 
B. NATURAL RESOURCES

1. Environmental Quality (EQ) 
 Solid Waste (1980-1990) 
Support measures to protect the public and the environment 
and to encourage alternative methods of disposal of solid 
ZDVWHV��6RXUFH�UHGXFWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�UHXVH�DQG�UHF\FOLQJ��
VKRXOG�EH�HPSKDVL]HG�RYHU�LQFLQHUDWLRQ�DQG�ODQG�¿OOLQJ��
Hazardous Materials (1985-1994) 
Support establishment and maintenance by Fairfax County 
DQG� )DLUID[�&LW\� RI� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� ORFDO� KD]DUGRXV�
PDWHULDOV� SURJUDP�� LQFOXGLQJ� VDIH� GLVSRVDO� RI� KD]DUGRXV�
ZDVWH��WR�SURWHFW�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�HQYLURQPHQW�
Sensitive Areas (1988-1994) 
Non-tidal wetlands are a valuable resource that is in need 
RI�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�GHVWUXFWLRQ�E\�FRQYHUVLRQ�WR�RWKHU�XVHV��
Both tidal and non-tidal wetlands should be protected against 
GDPDJH�IURP�VHGLPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�SROOXWLRQ��
Air Quality (1992) 
To achieve and maintain acceptable air quality, development 
of less polluting alternative fuels should be a high priority 
with preference for compressed natural gas, reformulated 
JDVROLQH��HOHFWULFLW\�DQG�K\GURJHQ��6XSSRUW�IRU�D�FKDQJH�LQ�
parking subsidies away from those favoring low occupancy 
YHKLFOHV�WR�WKRVH�IDYRULQJ�HI¿FLHQW�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�PRGHV��
Climate Change (2009) 
Localities must play a significant role in addressing 
WKH� FDXVHV� RI� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH��7KH�/HDJXH� VXSSRUWV� DQG�
encourages the County and City of Fairfax to adopt and 
FDUU\�RXW�SURJUDPV�WKDW�ZLOO�PLQLPL]H�WKH�FDXVHV�DQG�HIIHFWV�
RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��7KH�/HDJXH�
also supports the coordination of these efforts with those 
RI�RWKHU�ORFDOLWLHV��
  
2. Land Use Planning (1984-2000) 
Support for well-coordinated and environmentally sound 
comprehensive land use planning in Fairfax County/City, 
efforts to ensure that growth is balanced 
and orderly, preservation of historic and archaeological sites 
DQG� DUHDV�� FRRUGLQDWHG� UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ� DQG� UHGHYHORSPHQW��
DQG�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�ODQG�XVH�DQG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�SODQQLQJ��

 
3. Water (1990s) 
Support for Fairfax County taking measures necessary to 
HIIHFWLYHO\�SURWHFW�WKH�2FFRTXDQ�5HVHUYRLU�IURP�SROOXWLRQ��
 
C. SOCIAL POLICY

1. Health Care (1984-1988) 
Support publicly funded health planning to control costs 
and support Fairfax County/City having a role in the health 
FDUH� RI� LWV� FLWL]HQV��ZKLFK� VKRXOG� LQFOXGH� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
LQ� SURJUDPV� WKDW� VXEVLGL]H� KHDOWK� FDUH� IRU� WKH�PHGLFDOO\�
indigent through private physicians 
DQG�SULPDU\� FDUH� FOLQLFV� SODFHG� LQ� DSSURSULDWH� ORFDWLRQV��
Support for an aggressive community-based out-reach 
program to inform the public about available health care 
SURJUDPV�

2. Human Services (1976-1990) 
Support equal opportunity for education, employment and 
housing; promote provision of services for the elderly; work 
to ensure adequate, affordable and appropriate housing for 
low-and moderate-income families and individuals; support 
a wide range of housing arrangements for mentally disabled 
adults; and support permanent shelters for homeless families 
DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV��

3. Judicial System (2000) 
Support court, correctional and law enforcement systems 
for Fairfax County/City that are conducted in a just and 
GLJQL¿HG�PDQQHU��WKDW�PLQLVWHU�WR�DOO�SHRSOH�ZLWKRXW�OHJDO��
economic or administrative discrimination; that require 
HI¿FLHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�FRPSHWHQW�SHUVRQQHO�ZKR�DUH�
given a clear assignment of responsibility and adequate 
¿QDQFLQJ�� WKDW� UHTXLUH� SURSHU� SODQQLQJ� DQG� FRRUGLQDWLRQ�
between related agencies; and that encourage the active and 
LQIRUPHG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�FLWL]HQV��

4. Juvenile Problems (1994) 
Support measures for problem youth whereby the major 
goal of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court for 
Fairfax County/City is the protection and rehabilitation of 
SUREOHP�\RXWK��6XSSRUW�IRU�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�GHWHQWLRQ�DQG�D�
variety of individual and group homes located throughout 
WKH�FRXQW\�FLW\��LQ�SUHIHUHQFH�WR�LQVWLWXWLRQV��7KHVH�IDFLOLWLHV�
should provide for separation of various types of juveniles 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV��
 
5. Schools (2007-2008, 2010) 
Promote equal opportunity for a quality education in Fairfax 
&RXQW\�&LW\�VFKRROV��6XSSRUW�IRU�SURSHU�SODQQLQJ��FRPSHWHQW�
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administration; full-day kindergarten and minimum of 
20-minute daily recess in all elementary schools; programs 
to meet special needs; adequate personnel, facilities and 
¿QDQFLQJ��ZHOO�GH¿QHG�FKDQQHOV�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�LQSXW�DQG�

review; and appropriate books and materials to support and 
HQKDQFH�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�SURJUDP��
For complete wording, see Here We Stand, revised 2011, on 
LWVFA website – Action page: www.lwv-fairfax.org 

Pre-Session Legislative Forum Is Huge Success
Imagine the surprise of participants in the Pre-Session 
Legislative Forum in Richmond, on December 4, when 
in walked Governor-Elect Terry McAuliffe who asked 
for the group’s help in making sure every eligible voter is 
JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[HUFLVH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH��+H�DOVR�
mentioned several of his campaign promises he plans to 
DGGUHVV�VXFK�DV�D�SXVK�IRU�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�UHGLVWULFWLQJ��7KH�
*RYHUQRU�(OHFW� KDG� EHHQ� IRUPDOO\� LQYLWHG� WR� DWWHQG��%XW�
his visit was ensured when a quick-thinking board mem-
EHU��2OJD�+HUQDQGH]��PHW�KLP�E\�FKDQFH�DQG�DVNHG�KLP�WR�
FRPH�WKH�QH[W�GD\�

President Anne Sterling thanks Governor-Elect Terry McAuliffe 
for taking time to visit with the Pre-Session Legislative Forum 
participants.

The League of Women Voters 33rd Pre-Session Women’s 
Legislative Round Table on December 4 featured speakers 
who advocate for equality of opportunity and easier access to 
VWDWH�EHQH¿WV�IRU�WKH�QHHG\���+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�
priorities of the groups represented at Pre-Session:

Top Issue
9�Medicaid Expansion�±�6HYHUDO�JURXSV�PDGH�WKLV�WKHLU�

top priority, claiming it is the single most important 

issue for the residents and for the economy of Vir-
JLQLD�� ,W�ZRXOG� FUHDWH� MREV�� DQG�ZRXOG� HQDEOH� WKH�
Commonwealth to use federal dollars to care for its 
DJLQJ�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�9LUJLQLD�3RYHUW\�/DZ�
Center urges legislators to raise the income eligibility 
level for a family of four from $10,000 per year to 
��������SHU�\HDU���2UJDQL]LQJ�9LUJLQLD�DQG�WKH�&RP-
monwealth Institute of Fiscal Policy also recommend 
0HGLFDLG�([SDQVLRQ�

Pre-Session Legislative Forum Learns Medicaid, Voting and 
Civil Rights Top Issues for 2014 General Assembly
by Helen Kelly, Co-President

More than 120 people attended the morning session at 
WKH� 6WDWH� &DSLWDO� ZKHUH� ��� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� FRDOLWLRQV�
UHYLHZHG� WKHLU� SULRULWLHV� IRU� WKH������ OHJLVODWLYH� VHVVLRQ��
Governor-Elect McAuliffe also sent two members of his 
WUDQVLWLRQ�WHDP�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�SUHVHQWHUV��6X-
]HWWH�'HQVORZ��'HSXW\�&KLHI�RI�6WDII�DQG�7UDF\�5HWFKLQ��
Policy Advisor, attended the morning session and were rec-
RJQL]HG�ZLWK�D�URXQG�RI�DSSODXVH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��6HFUHWDU\�RI�
Finance, newly appointed to the McAuliffe Cabinet, Ron 
Brown, spoke on the key features of the 2014 State Budget 
DQG�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQWV�RI�FRQWHQWLRQ�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�

The luncheon program included presentations by Susan 
6FKDDU��&OHUN�RI�WKH�6HQDWH�RI�9LUJLQLD�DQG�*��3DXO�1DUGR��
&OHUN�RI�WKH�9LUJLQLD�+RXVH�RI�'HOHJDWHV��7KH\�WDONHG�DERXW�
what their jobs entail and shared some amusing anecdotes 
RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�VHQDWRUV�DQG�GHOHJDWHV��&DURO�
Noggle, LWV-VA Legislative Coordinator, was responsi-
ble for lining up speakers and Brenda Carswell, LWV-VA 
(YHQWV�&RRUGLQDWRU��PDGH�DOO�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�

The forum, moderated by the League of Women Voters 
of Virginia (LWV-VA), encourages participation by the 
/HDJXH¶V�FRDOLWLRQ�SDUWQHUV�RQ�PDQ\�LVVXHV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�
��UG�\HDU�RI�WKH�HYHQW��7KH�JURXS�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WKH�WUDGL-
tion and meet each Wednesday during the 2014 legislation, 
VWDUWLQJ�-DQXDU\����� IURP�����������D�P�� LQ� WKH��UG�ÀRRU�
west conference room of the General  Assembly Building.

[Ed. Note From LWVUS website. Used with Permission. ]
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Pablo to Speak on the History of Women’s 
Suffrage Movement at General Meeting

Page 5

One elderly woman was picked up by two prison guards 
DQG�WKURZQ�LQWR�KHU�FHPHQW�FHOO�� �+HU�KHDG�KLW� WKH�PHWDO�
EHG�IUDPH�DQG�VKH�ZDV�XQFRQVFLRXV�±�DQG�XQDWWHQGHG�±�VR�
long that her cellmate thought she was dead and suffered a 
KHDUW�DWWDFN�KHUVHOI���7KH�RWKHU����ZRPHQ�DUUHVWHG�LQ�IURQW�
of the White House that afternoon were beaten, shackled 
to the bars of their cells, stripped and humiliated, fed gruel 
infested with moving maggots, and denied contact with each 
RWKHU�DQG�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG���6RPH�SURWHVWHG�ZLWK��D�KXQJHU�
strike, and were strapped down and force-fed through an 
LQVHUWHG�WXEH���

Where did such cruelty occur?  Right here in Northern 
9LUJLQLD��DW�WKH�2FFRTXDQ�:RUNKRXVH��:KDW�FULPH�HDUQHG�
such brutality?  Silently picketing the White House for 
ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�
Now, when the percentage of eligible voters who actually 
FDVW�D�EDOORW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�IDOO��LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�KRZ�
DQG�ZKHQ�DQG�ZK\�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�VR�ORQJ�GHQLHG���3HUKDSV�
ZKHQ�FLWL]HQV�UHDOL]H�WKH�SULFH�WKH�6XIIUDJLVWV�ZHUH�ZLOOLQJ�
to pay for the right to vote, they will better value and 
H[HUFLVH� WKHLU� IUDQFKLVH�� �7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� IRFXV�RQ�

the personalities and singular courage of some of the major 
¿JXUHV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�VWUXJJOH�WR�UDWLI\�WKH���th Amendment, 
the turning point in that struggle (the Night of Terror), and 
the emergence of Carrie Chapman Catt’s “Mighty Political 
([SHULPHQW�´�D�/HDJXH�RI�:RPHQ�9RWHUV�

Kathleen Pablo is a member of the League of Women 

Voters of the Fairfax Area (Fairfax Station Unit) and has 

traveled all over Virginia giving this presentation to mostly 

ZRPHQ¶V�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��6KH�LV�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�RI�
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association and uses her 

presentations to raise awareness not only of the League but 

also of the effort to raise funds for the memorial slated to 

be built in Occoquan Regional Park

9�Cautionary Note�±�5LF�%URZQ��WKH�6HFUHWDU\�RI�)LQDQFH�
for 12 Virginia governors of both parties, includ-
ing Terry McAuliffe, was less enthusiastic about 
0HGLFDLG�([SDQVLRQ�� �+H�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�UHGXFWLRQ�
in federal spending will have a negative impact 
RQ�9LUJLQLD¶V� HFRQRP\�� �:LWK� VHTXHVWUDWLRQ� DQG�
economic uncertainly, defense contractors and their 
supply chain companies will cut back, reducing tax 
UHYHQXH�IRU�WKH�VWDWH���$OVR�WKH�UHFHVVLRQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�
DGGHG�PDQ\�PRUH�9LUJLQLDQV�WR�WKH�0HGLFDLG�UROOV��
He estimated the cost to the Commonwealth after 
the federal government drops back to paying 90 
percent of Medicaid costs, will be $550-$700 million 
LQ�*HQHUDO�)XQG�PRQH\��+H�FODLPV�WKLV�ZLOO�LPSDFW�
GLVFUHWLRQDU\�VSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKLQJV�OLNH�HGXFDWLRQ�

Voting Rights
9�Nonpartisan Redistricting�±�,Q�WKH������HOHFWLRQ��RI�����

delegate districts, no more than 15 were competitive 
UDFHV��7KH�IXWXUH�RI�RI¿FHKROGHUV�VKRXOG�EH�GHFLGHG�
by the voters, not by legislators’ redistricting to pro-
WHFW�IHOORZ�SDUW\�PHPEHUV���&DOLIRUQLD��1HZ��0H[LFR�
and Iowa have all instituted nonpartisan redistrict-
LQJ��7KH�JURXS�2QH�9LUJLQLD� ����� UHFRPPHQGV� D�

constitutional amendment requiring nonpartisan 
UHGLVWULFWLQJ��

Civil Rights
9�Marriage Equality - Equality Virginia advocates for 

marriage equality: Legally married same-sex couples 
ZKR�FDQ�¿OH�D�MRLQW�LQFRPH�WD[�UHWXUQ�XQGHU�IHGHUDO�
ODZ��VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�DEOH�¿OH�MRLQWO\�XQGHU�9LUJLQLD�
ODZ��

9�Immigrants’ Rights�±�)DLUID[�GHOHJDWHV�.D\H�.RUH\��
Dave Albo and Tom Rust have all agreed to support 
in-state tuition rates for immigrants who obey the law 
DQG�¿QLVK�KLJK�VFKRRO��7KH�$&/8�DQG�WKH�9D��&RDOL-
WLRQ�RI�/DWLQR�2UJDQL]DWLRQV�DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKLV�LVVXH�

9�Reproductive Rights�±�6LQFH�QHZ�UHJXODWLRQV�UHTXLULQJ�
abortion clinics to meet hospital standards and their 
providers to have admitting privileges in a hospital, 
of the original 21 women’s health centers, 17 have 
FORVHG���&RPSOLFDWLRQ�UDWH�IRU�VDIH�DQG�OHJDO�DERU-
WLRQV�LV���SHUFHQW���7KH�1$5$/�3UR�&KRLFH�&RDOLWLRQ�
ZDQWV�WKHVH�UHJXODWLRQV�UHSHDOHG�

The “Night of Terror”

Domestic Violence Hotline
(703) 360-7273
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan 
political organization that encourages the 
public to play an informed and active role 
in government.  At the local, state, regional 
and national levels, the League works to 
LQÀXHQFH�SXEOLF� SROLF\� WKURXJK� HGXFDWLRQ�
and advocacy.  Any citizen of voting age, 
male or female, may become a member.

The League of Women Voters never supports 
RU�RSSRVHV�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�RI¿FH��RU�SROLWLFDO�
parties, and any use of the League of Women 
Voters name in campaign advertising or 
literature has not been authorized by the 
League.

LWVFA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(Dues year is July 1 through June 30. Current dues year ends June 30, 2014.)

Membership Category:   Individual $65 ____ ; Household (2 persons–1 VOTER) $90 __;  Donation $  ________ 
     Student $32.50 ____;  (Coll. Attending _______________________)

Membership is:   New ____; Renewal ____ ; Reinstate ____; Subsidy Requested ____  
We value membership. A subsidy fund is available, check block above and include whatever you can afford.

Dues are not tax deductible. Tax-deductible donations must be written on a separate check payable to LWVFA Ed. 
Fund. 

Please Print Clearly!
Name ___________________________________________________________________Unit __________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State ________Zip + 4 _____________________ 

Phone (H) __________________ (M) __________________ E-Mail ______________________________________ 

Thank you for checking off your interests:
___   County Govt ___  Voting Procedures  ___   Health Care ___   Schools
___   Fiscal  ___   Environmental Quality ___   Human Services ___   Other (Specify)
___   Public Libraries ___   Land Use Planning  ___   Judicial Systems ___   Affordable Housing
___   Transportation ___   Water   ___   Juvenile Problems ___   Domestic Violence
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