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Part II of LWVFA’s study on the need for increased firearm safety emphasized the data behind 
the committee’s findings that the largest percentage of both suicides and homicides are caused by 
firearms. Interestingly, in Fairfax County, suicides greatly outnumber homicides.  Of further interest, 
guns are the weapon of choice in domestic violence homicides which in turn are the leading cause 
of homicides.  This study outlines the efforts the County is taking to prevent all of these deaths. It 
also offers us the sources where we can become better informed on gun safety issues.  Thanks to 
our committee, we will have a better idea of what state legislation can do to change the dynamics 
of preventing firearm deaths.

Firearms - Method Most Used for
Suicides and Homicides
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Presidents’
Message

We hope you spent a pleasant summer that included your 
favorite people, warm-weather activities and travel to 
interesting places.

Now that school has started, it’s time once again to jump 
into our pre-election fall activities. This year, Virginia’s new 
Photo ID law will be in effect for the November election.  
An online course is available through the Department of 
Elections website.  If you take the course online, don’t forget 
to fill out and print the affidavit after you have completed 
the course.  Fairfax County’s Office of Elections will also 
offer in-person classes if you prefer them, but there will not 

Executive Director of LWVFA 
– Goodbye and Hello
LWVFA is sorry to report that our Executive Director, Rona 
Ackerman, is leaving us to take a full-time position with a 
cancer research group.  Rona has presided over the office 
for three years and has managed so many of our functions.  
She sent out the Fairfax League Updates, managed our 
web pages, coordinated the community/condo elections, 
answered the emails and phone inquiries, managed the 
office supplies, responded to all questions and “kept us on 
our toes.”  She will be missed, but she will not be far from 
League activities.  She has our best wishes for her “next 
phase.”

LWVFA is happy to announce that we have found a highly 
capable replacement. Our new Executive Director, Beth 
Tudan, will begin in September.  Beth has been a LWVFA 
Reston Evening Unit member for several years and has 
been active on the LWVFA’s Education Committee.  She 
helped write our program on Privatization in Virginia.  
Beth’s experiences, as an independent contractor writing 
education curriculum, a management consultant, and many 
positions in local PTAs, will be most helpful. Her M.B.A. 
in Marketing from the University of Tennessee will be very 
useful in increasing LWVFA’s visibility in the Fairfax Area. 

be as many as there were in the past.  You’ll have to call for 
exact dates and times.

Remember, it is absolutely necessary that every Leaguer who 
helps a voter fill out a registration form take the training.   By 
doing so, you assume the responsibility to take your printed 
affidavit to the Office of Elections at the Government Center, 
Room 323, or give it to another unit member assigned to do 
this.  We encourage all of you to take the training to inform 
yourselves, your family and everyone you know about the 
new Photo ID law.  

We’re excited about the Meet and Greets we have scheduled 
for this year’s Congressional candidates.  We hope you will 
volunteer, as we have, to work at one or more of these events 
in your area.  Mary Jane Cleary is organizing the volunteers 
for each Meet and Greet.  You can reach her dakotamjc@
gmail.com.  You’ll find the date, time and location for each 
Meet and Greet on Page 4 of this Voter.

We also hope you’ll tell your friends, neighbors and 
members of other groups you belong to about the Meet and 
Greet closest to you. Voter Service is our core activity, and 
the voters and the candidates have often told us how much 
they appreciate what we do.  We look forward to another 
busy and successful year of doing what we do best. 

Domestic Violence Hotline
703-360-7273
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LWVFA’s Summer Retreat 
Results in Two New Goals

Don’t Forget Our
2014 Fall Kick-off

September 6

What: Fall Kick-Off (The beginning of the League 
year), Briefing for the September unit meetings, and 
At-Large unit meeting for all interested who do not or 
cannot attend unit meetings

When:  September 6, 2014

Who: All Unit officers or a unit representative

Where: Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 
Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003

Schedule:  Gathering 9:15; Kick-Off  9:30; Briefing 
12:00

LWVFA is ready to begin our new League year.  We 
want to share our plans with you, hear your ideas, and 
answer your questions.  All units should be represented 
either by unit officers or unit members. We will share 
our Voter Service plans and materials you need to staff 
each activity.  Sign-up sheets for each activity will be 
distributed and discussed.  

We will provide snacks, but if you are staying for the 
briefing on “Use of Firearms in Homicide and Suicide, 
Part II” please feel free to bring a bag lunch.  Remember 

League Year Officially Gets Underway with Fall Kick-Off
that everyone is invited to attend the briefing in lieu of 
regular unit meetings.  Come enjoy the discussion. Unit 
Coordinators, Charleen Deasy and Wendy Fox-Grage, 
look forward to seeing you at the 2014 LWVFA Fall 
Kick-Off Workshop on Saturday September 6, 2014.  

Directions:  There are numerous local roads that 
work for the Mason District Government Center, 6507 
Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003, from various 
directions in Fairfax County.  Please use what works 
best for you. 

The National Association of Counties (NACo) recently 
announced that Fairfax County has earned nine 2014 
Achievement Awards.  One of the awards is for the effort 
to more easily keep voters informed. The Fairfax Office of 
Elections installed a customized interactive voice recognition 
software program that was integrated with the existing phone 
system and the statewide secure voter registration database 
to provide personalized voter information and answers to 
common questions in both English and Spanish, 24/7.

Fairfax Office of Elections 
Earns NACo Award

At LWVFA’s annual summer Board retreat, many members 
gathered to discuss general and specific goals for the 
coming League year. The overwhelming responses were 
to increase the public visibility of LWVFA and to attract a 
more diverse membership.  It was thought that these two 
goals were, in many respects, essentially the same.  Most of 
the increases would be generated by all of our Voter Service 
activities.  Some comments were to “publicize the League 
through partnerships and forums,”  “post meetings in local 
papers and on local online outlets,” and “create a greater 
understanding in the general public of our broad goals.”  
Some of the specific goals were to “attract more men even if 
our name says women voters,”  “ have each unit add two new 
members,”  “sign up 5 new members under age 50,”  “get a 
10 percent increase in the opening of our Constant Contact 
Updates,” and “have League announcements on supervisors’ 
and delegates’ newsletters.”  To accomplish these goals, we 

realize that many of us need to provide material or articles 
for our website, our Facebook page, and our news releases.  
Relatedly, we were led in an exercise on how to write a new 
release – to be concise, clear and complete in our message.

Also very important to the retreat attendees were: increasing 
the number of responses to action items, supporting the local 
election board, watching the county and school budget process, 
and increasing donations from individuals and businesses.

It was generally agreed that a retreat is an excellent forum for 
frank discussions of LWVFA’s direction in the coming year and 
it is hoped that more members will be able to attend In the future.
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Candidates for Congressional Districts 8, 10, and 11 will be 
speaking at a series of community meetings in the Fairfax 
County area during September and October. Meet and Greets 
will be co-sponsored by the League of Women Voters of 
the Fairfax Area (LWVFA), AARP Virginia, Coalition of 
Asian Pacific Americans of Virginia (CAPAVA) and other 
community organizations.

There will be six Meet and Greets in Fairfax County, one 
in Loudoun County and one in Prince William County. The 
first Meet and Greet is scheduled for the 11th Congressional 
district candidates on September 10 from 7 - 9 p.m. at the 
City of Fairfax Regional Library. The candidates include 
incumbent Gerry Connolly, Suzanne Scholte, Marc Harrold, 
and Joe Galdo. Other dates are on the schedule below.

The format offers real contact with the audience.  Each 
candidate will give a three-minute introductory statement 
followed by a general question and answer period with 

Congressional Candidates Speak Out . . .

Who Will You Vote
For in November?

questions coming from the audience. Time for one-on-one 
contact between voters and candidates follows the question 
and answer period. Previous candidates appreciated the 
opportunity to share the stage with their opponents. One 
voter, grateful to learn the candidates’ positions on various 
topics, commented:. “It was useful. I vote so often with no 
sense of the candidates--relying on those set vanilla prepared 
statements of issues.” Another citizen shared, “This was the 
first time I ever got a good comparative sense of candidates, 
most of whom I never see in person.” 

The success of these events will depend upon support and 
participation from members of the sponsoring organizations. 
Volunteers are needed to help with publicity before the 
events as well as assistance at the event. We will need 
volunteers to help with set-up, greeting candidates and 
voters, keeping time, and assisting with audience questions 
for the candidates.

Please contact Mary Jane Cleary at dakotamjc@gmail.com 
703-442-9515 to find out about volunteer opportunities. For 
suggestions or questions about the Meet and Greet Events, 
please contact Peggy Knight, peggy.knight1@verizon.net, 
703-532-4417. 

Meet and Greet Candidates Schedule

Cong Dist. Date Venue Partners
11th Sept 10

Wednesday, 7 – 9 p.m. 
City of Fairfax Regional Library 
10360 North Street, Fairfax, VA 
22030

LWVFA, AARP,
Providence District 
Council, CAPAVA

10th & 11th Sept 22
Monday, 7:30 – 9:30 
p.m.

Sully Govt Ctr
4900 Stonecroft Boulevard, 
Chantilly, VA, 20151

LWVFA, Sully District 
Council, LWVPW, 
AARP, CAPAVA

10th Sept 27
Saturday,2:30 – 4:30

Herndon Fortnightly Library 768 
Center St, Herndon, VA 20170

LWVFA,  AARP,
CAPAVA

10th October 1
Wednesday 7 – 9 p.m.

Clifton Town Hall
12641 Chapel Rd, Clifton, VA 
20124

LWVFA, AARP,
CAPAVA

8th & 10th October 9
Thursday, 7 – 9 p.m.

MCC
1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean, 
Virginia 22101

LWVFA, AAUW 
McLean Branch, AARP, 
CAPAVA, MCA

11th Oct 14
Tuesday, 7 – 9 p.m.

Westminster at Lake Ridge
12191 Clipper Drive, Lake 
Ridge, VA 22192

LWVPW, LWVFA, 
AARP,
CAPAVA

10th Oct 16
Tuesday, 7 – 8:30

Leesburg LWV Loudoun Cty

8th October 21
Tuesday, 7 – 9 p.m.

Kingstowne Ctr for Active 
Adults
6488 Landsdowne Ctr, 
Kingstowne, VA 22315 

LWVFA, AARP,
CAPAVA, AAUW Mt. 
Vernon Branch

Incumbents: 8th Jim Moran; 10th Frank Wolf; 11th Gerry Connolly
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Firearms: The Method Most Often Selected for 
Suicides and Homicides in Fairfax County - 
Part II: Progress in Fairfax County
By Judy Helein, Christine Muth, Sidney Johnson, Sheila Iskra

Introduction

Behind each number in this study there is a human life irretrievably lost. The person lived in or was visiting Fairfax County. 
He or she may have been family, a friend or a member of a local civic group or church. In presenting these cold facts and 
figures we are mindful of the pain and grief behind them. We hope that our work will stimulate further inquiry into how 
and why firearms are so often the first resort in suicide and homicide in this county. In this preference for firearms, the 
Fairfax County epitomizes the nation as a whole. 

While the percentage of these tragedies appears to be 
relatively small, the number of suicides, particularly, is large 
because the population of the county is large. 

During recent years, state and local social service agencies 
and law enforcement have recognized the need to coordinate 
efforts to increase their understanding of the causes and 
the effectiveness of their interventions. “While behavioral 
health systems cannot rest as long as any suicides occur, 
local statistics suggest that our community’s combined 
approaches have made a difference, as reflected in local 
suicide rates that are consistently below those of the rest of 
the state and country.” 1

Data about the local use of firearms in suicide and domestic 
violence are consistent with findings in many national and 
state studies. We found that suicide and domestic violence are 
seriously addressed with comprehensive, cross-disciplinary 
programs that provide mental health services, community 
education about suicide prevention, and improved access to 
services for potential victims of domestic violence.  Law 
enforcement is an integral part of these programs.

We were surprised to find that the ready availability of 
firearms for the commission of these crimes is mentioned, 
but not discussed, in reports as an important contributor 
to the problems.  When we interviewed participants in 
the programs, however, we found that great emphasis is 
actually being given to the health and safety risks of firearm 
possession, especially in the context of suicide and domestic 
violence.
 
Highlights

Ø	The Commonwealth has been collecting and analyz-
ing data on violent death since 2003, as one of the 

18 states that participate in the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s National Violent Death 
Reporting System. 

Ø	Across Northern Virginia, in each county, the fire-
arm was the most frequently used method for both 
suicide and homicide. 

Ø	The suicide rate in Northern Virginia Health Plan-
ning Region 8 was 4.1 times higher than the homi-
cide rate, greater than in any other health planning 
region. 

Ø	In 2009 firearms were used in 39.3 percent of 
suicides, hanging/suffocation in 29.8 percent, and 
poison in 22.2 percent in Fairfax County.

Ø	Thirteen out of fourteen persons in Fairfax County 
completed their suicides in 2009 using firearms, 
even though their families and friends had tried to 
restrict access to them.

Ø	In 2009 more than half (57 percent) of all of Fairfax 
County’s homicides (14) were domestic violence-
related (8)

Ø	In 2010, domestic violence was the leading cause of 
homicide in Fairfax County (7 of 16 total homicides, 
or 44 percent). 

Ø	Four (57 percent) of the domestic violence-related 
homicides involved a firearm as the fatal agent. 
Two (29 percent) of the homicides involved stran-
gulation.

Ø	Medical and social services coordinate with one an-
other and law enforcement to provide programs for 
reducing suicide and homicide in domestic violence.
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Violent Death Monitored as a Public Health Issue

We are fortunate in this state to have medium-term data on 
events resulting in violent death. The Virginia Violent Death 
Reporting System is part of the National Violent Death 
Reporting System, an initiative started by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention in 2002. Virginia joined the 
initiative at its beginning. It is one of 18 member states. We 
now have over a decade’s worth of data on violent death, 
enabling us to start tracking trends and develop a deeper 
understanding of the root causes of these tragedies.

 The Geography of Violent Death in Virginia: A Report 
from the Virginia Violent Death Reporting System, 2003-
2008 is a one-time report produced under the auspices of 
the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) in the 
Virginia Department of Health. The purpose of this report 
was to show that suicides, homicides, legal interventions 
and unintentional deaths vary in number and rate according 
to location. With this information, public service agencies 
can develop appropriate policies to answer the problems in 
their own areas. 

Suicides are attributed to the area in which the person 
resided, while homicides and unintentional deaths are 
attributed to the area in which the incident took place. There 
is overlap; homicides and accidental deaths often take place 
in the person’s residential area.

The number of persons from a locality who die 
by suicide informs that locality about the scope of 
their problem and the needs for their mental health 
system, medical care system, law enforcement and 
other related agencies. For homicide, unintentional 
firearm death and legal intervention, the location 
of the event is a more important variable than 
the residential locality (although these two often 
overlap). These types of deaths may be directly 
related to the geography itself. Homicides typically 
occur more often in one area than another; this 
information assists law enforcement when planning 
for community safety. Unintentional firearm deaths 
occur primarily when persons are hunting and 
while persons are playing with a firearm; knowing 
where these deaths occur should direct public health 
campaigns on firearm safety. 2

In order to make comparisons that account for the variations 
in characteristics of the populations in the different regions, 
the report compared rates of suicide, homicide, and 
unintentional firearm death in Virginia as a whole and then 
separately compared the results in the five Health Planning 

Regions and the four OCME Districts. The comparisons 
between the districts and the regions yielded similar results, 
so only the Figure 1 of the health planning regions is shown 
here, in rates per 100,000 of the population. This figure of 
the regions separates our more populous and urban Northern 
region from the more rural Northwest region.  

The overall rate of suicide in Virginia from 2003-2008 

was 11.3 per 100,000. The rate of homicide for the state in 
that period was 5.3 per 100,000. The rate for unintentional 
firearm death was 0.2 per 100,000. The Northern region had 
the lowest rates, 7.8, 1.9, and 0.1 respectively, compared with 
the state, in all three categories. Marc Leslie, coordinator 
for the Virginia Violent Death Reporting System in the 
OCME, drew attention to the disparity between the suicide 
and homicide rates in the Northern Region; suicide occurs 
4.1 times more often. The greatest disparity, 4.96 times more 
often, occurs in the Northwest Region, which is largely rural. 
Fairfax County had the highest number of suicides in the 
five-year period, 465, because of its population density. 4

Jesse Ellis, prevention manager for Fairfax County 
Neighborhood and Community Services, commented, 
“Our very low homicide rate results in a ratio that shows 
a relatively large gap between suicide and homicide rates 
in this region. Hopefully, there are lessons to be learned 
from our successful public safety and violence prevention 
efforts that can be applied to further decrease the incidence 
of suicide” (personal communication, July 21, 2014). Ellis 
added that new state funding would enable a comprehensive 
Community Health Improvement Plan to encompass 
the whole Regional Health Planning District, including 
Loudoun, Prince William, Fairfax and Arlington Counties, 
the City of Alexandria and the other cities surrounded by 
those jurisdictions. 

The Geography of Violent Death in Virginia breaks down the 

EF-2
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statistics by city and county across the state.  It is possible to 
compare the counties in Northern Virginia with one another. 
For the following tables, Fairfax County includes Fairfax 
City and Falls Church. Unintentional death is not tabulated 
because the rate was 0.1 per 100,000.  
Leslie supplied new data for comparing suicide and homicide 

numbers and rates for 2008-2011. Only two persons in the 
Northern Virginia Health Planning Region died in firearm 
accidents, a rate of <0.1 per 100,000.

The Virginia Violent Death Reporting System drills down 
even further into the causes of violent death in Northern 
Virginia. It classifies deaths by the method of fatal injury. 
Two tables in the Appendix show that, in each county in 
Health Planning District 8, the firearm was the single most 
frequently used method for both completed suicide and 
homicide. They were constructed using data supplied by 
Marc Leslie in a personal communication, March 13, 2014. 
Health Planning Region 8 overlaps geographically with the 
Northern Virginia Health Planning Region. 

If the fatal instruments used in each county or city during this 
period are summed, there were 277 suicides by firearm and 
487 suicides by all other methods taken together. Of the 764 
total suicides, 36 percent were completed by a firearm. There 
were 70 homicides by firearm and 90 homicides by all the 
other methods added together. Of the 160 total homicides, 

44 percent were committed by a firearm. 

Suicides and homicides occur in different concentrations 
across the Northern Virginia region, just as they do across 
the state. There is a greater frequency of both in Prince 
William than in the other counties. Policy makers and service 
planners use this data to determine causes and distribute 
resources. 

Intervention and Public Education to Reduce the 
Incidence of Suicide and Homicide in Domestic 
Violence in Fairfax County

Report on Suicide in Fairfax County 

Suicide in Fairfax County: a Report to the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, 2013, was a one-time report using data 
collected from 2003 to 2011.  It presented suicide as a social 
and mental health problem and described the community 
service and school system measures to address it.  The most 
common causes of suicide were mental health problems (66 
percent), crisis in the past two weeks (33 percent), intimate 
partner problems (27 percent), alcohol or substance abuse 
(26 percent) or physical health problems (23percent). 6

Mortality rates for all the major causes of death in Fairfax 
County are much lower than the Virginia statewide rates. 
Suicide is no exception; in 2011, Fairfax’s suicide rate was 
7.0 per100,000 persons, compared with Virginia’s 12.5. 
Nonetheless, Fairfax County is a large jurisdiction. Even 
these relatively low rates translate to dozens of lives lost per 
year (an average of 82 per year between 2003 and 2011).7  

Our study concentrates on the role of firearms, which were 
used in almost 40 percent of all suicides during the reporting 
period. 

Three methods account for 92 percent of all suicides in 
Fairfax County from 2003 to 2011. Firearms were used in 
39.3 percent of suicides, hanging/suffocation in 29.8 percent 
and poison in 22.2 percent. While firearms were the most 
prevalent overall, hanging/suffocation was most common 
among youth (61 percent) and young adults (45.3 percent).

Among elder suicides statewide, the same top three methods 
accounted for nearly 94 percent of suicides. Firearms were 
used in 72 percent of suicides, including in 79.7 percent of 
suicides among older men. Older women were as likely to 
use poison (37.1 percent) as a firearm (36.1 percent).8 

Note that firearms were the dominant choice among older 
men, who appeared to choose this method of escaping a 

Table 1 - Suicide and Homicide in Northern Virginia Health Planning Region, 2003-
2008 

      
Suicide by Residential Locality Homicide by Locality of Incident
      
County Number Avg. Rate/ County Number Avg. Rate/
  100,000 pop.   100,000 pop
Loudoun 111 7.1 Loudoun 16 1.0
Manassas Park 5 7.3 Arlington 16 1.4
Pr William 164 7.8 Fairfax Co. 101 2.0
Arlington 97 8.2 Alexandria 22 2.7
Alexandria 68 8.4 Manassas Park 2 2.9
Fairfax Co 482 8.87 Pr William 65 3.1
Manassas City 27 12.3 Manassas City 16 6.8

5 Based on Leslie (2011)

Table 2 - Suicide and Homicide in the Northern Virginia Health Planning Region 8, 2008-2011
      
Suicide by Residential Locality Homicide by Locality of Incident
      
County Number Avg. Rate/ County Number Avg. Rate/
  100,000 pop.   100,000 pop.
Manassas Park 3 5.7 Manassas Park 0 0.0
Loudoun 97 7.9 Arlington 5 0.6
Arlington 55 8.7 Loudoun 12 1.0
Fairfax 379 8.7 Fairfax 68 1.6
Pr William 145 9.3 Alexandria 12 2.1
Alexandria 55 9.5 Pr. William 37 2.4
Manassas City 22 14.8 Manassas City 10 6.7

Based on Leslie, personal communication, March 7, 2014

EF-3



The League of Women Voters® of the Fairfax Area Education Fund

www.lwv-fairfax.org

September 2014 

mental or perceived physical health problem because this 
method offers few “second chances.” Older men often “lack 
ambivalence” about suicide; they have less hope.9

It is important to recognize that, once a person has fixed on 
using a firearm, he or she can be very determined.  During 
the period of the report, relatives or friends of 14 persons had 
attempted to restrict their access to firearms out of concern 
for their welfare. Thirteen of those persons obtained firearms 
in spite of that and completed their suicides.10

This report was written by a cross-disciplinary team 
assembled to study the statistics of completed suicide and 
to examine existing services and measures being taken to 
educate the community. There are several recommendations, 
demonstrating the varying risks for suicide at different 
ages, the need for tailored programs for each age group, 
and the need for education and coordination among service 
providers for the whole community. The report details 
several educational methods and programs for intervention, 
but firearms are not mentioned specifically in any of them.

At this time, the use of firearms in suicide is being 
studied as part of the whole problem, not as an isolated 
phenomenon. Fairfax now has a permanent suicide 
prevention team as part of a comprehensive Community 
Health Improvement Plan resulting from the work 
of Partnership for a Healthier Fairfax. The regional 
comprehensive suicide prevention plan will be derived 
from the National Strategy for Suicide Prevention (http://
www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/national-
strategy-suicide- prevention/), according to Jesse Ellis.

Goal 6 in the National Strategy is to “promote efforts to 
reduce access to lethal means of suicide among individuals 
with identified suicide risk.” The goal calls for providers 
to assess the access to lethal means (including firearms) of 
individuals at risk for suicide, including suicide awareness 
as a basic tenet of firearm safety, and developing and 
implementing new safety technologies to reduce access. I 
fully anticipate that our plan will include strategies focused   
on this goal, but we are not yet at the point in the process 
where we have identified specific strategies. 

We are developing a Youth Suicide Review Team that 
will analyze specific cases of youth suicide to identify 
opportunities for policy and systems changes to prevent 
future incidents. How the teens accessed lethal means will 
certainly be a part of any such study, and will hopefully lead 
to future opportunities for prevention (Jesse Ellis, personal 
communication, July 7, 2014).

The Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board 

partners with government and non-government agencies 
to provide social, psychological, and clinical services for 
county residents who need support because of mental 
illness, substance abuse or intellectual disability http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/  Belinda Buescher, the 
Communications Director for the CSB, described its role 
in crisis intervention.

The CSB conducts an assessment after any critical incident, 
such as a suicide, involving an individual receiving CSB 
services, and files an adverse incident report with the state. 
That assessment would include information about the means 
used to complete the suicide. The State Medical Examiner 
tabulates information about completed suicides, including 
means used.  Most of the suicides that occur in Fairfax 
County do not involve individuals who had been receiving 
CSB services (Belinda Buescher, personal communication, 
July 11, 2014).

As part of its assessment, the CSB Emergency Service 
and Mobile Crisis Unit staff asks about the means used to 
complete a suicide, including questions about firearms.  If 
they are present, the staff will “at times, attempt to have 
the weapons removed (by family members, friends, police, 
etc.), if not permanently, then at least temporarily.” Buescher 
said that only the police have the legal authority to remove 
firearms.  The CSB has initiatives, such as Operation 
Medicine Cabinet Cleanout, to encourage the public to get 
rid of toxic medications.  The County provides drop-off 
sites. However, “an education module on firearms would be 
outside our scope of responsibility,” (July 11, 2014).

Buescher stressed this additional point: “Most people who 
have serious mental illness are not violent; in fact, they are 
much more likely to be the victims of violent crime, rather 
than perpetrators.” 

A statewide report on suicide produced in response to 
Senate Resolution 312 (see Part I) briefly addressed the 
effectiveness of several approaches to reducing the risk 
associated with firearms.  The authors cited studies showing 
that reducing access to guns has been shown to reduce 
suicide and other studies showing that laws enhancing gun 
control helped to reduce suicide. The authors said, however, 
that simply counseling by a physician was an ineffective 
method and that only 27 percent of families who had been 
advised to remove guns from the home actually did so.11  
Clearly, a variety of approaches is needed to reduce the risk 
posed by firearms in the home. 
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Reports on Homicide in Domestic Violence in 
Fairfax County

The Fairfax County Domestic Violence Fatality Review 
Team (DVFRT) was established in 2007. It reviews closed 
cases in order to discern common patterns of behavior that 
can be recognized before a homicide or suicide occurs, 
in time for an intervention. In its 2012 report the team 
recommended that professionals in such fields as education, 
social services and legal services be trained to recognize 
the signs in order to refer a potential victim before an event 
occurs.  Often, a victim does not ask for help from law 
enforcement or domestic violence advocates. All disciplines 
need to coordinate through a system for providing aid and 
advocacy. The victim needs to see that there are many 
open doors; reporting to the police is not the only way to 
get help. The team also recommended educating the public 
about domestic violence and safe ways for bystanders to 
intervene.12 

In its Annual Report, 2012, the DVFRT studied domestic 
violence incidents occurring during 2009. Of the 12 events, 
eight were homicides; four were suicides. The  homicides 
accounted for more than half of the total homicides, 14, for 
that year. Firearms were used in five of the cases, 63 percent. 
The other homicides were committed by knife, strangulation, 
or a combination of the two.13 

The DVFRT has released its 2013 Annual Report, a review 
of 2010 domestic violence-related homicides in Fairfax 
County.  Domestic violence homicides accounted for seven, 
or 44 percent, of the 16 homicides that year. Four of the 
seven homicides, or 57 percent, involved a firearm. Two, 
or 29 percent, involved strangulation.14 This report made 
many recommendations for making access to services easy 
for persons at risk for being victims, including training 
professionals to notice the signs of domestic violence, 
providing counseling for potential victims and offenders, and 
consistent screening/risk assessment by law enforcement and 
other agencies. There are no recommendations specifically 
mentioning firearms, but one of the recommendations is that 
all agencies in the Domestic Violence Action Center (DVAC) 
will work toward implementing a lethality assessment tool 
system-wide.15

Sandra Bromley, the Fairfax County domestic violence 
coordinator, said that over the last three years agencies 
and law enforcement personnel have been increasing the 
awareness of the danger of firearms in the home.  In the first 
two years, the agencies dealing with domestic violence and 
the Police Department chose screening questionnaires and 
implemented their use. 

The Danger Assessment and Lethality Assessment 
instruments ask the victim of a domestic assault a number 
of questions about the presence of guns in the home. The 
Danger Assessment assigns scores to the answers; the scores 
are added to determine the likely risk of the weapons’ being 
used. The victim is told what the score is and is offered the 
hotline number for services. Bromley said that victims quite 
often seek services after they learn how greatly the presence 
of a firearm in their homes increases the risk of further 
violence. (Bromley, personal communication April 14, 2014)

This year the Domestic Violence Prevention, Policy, 
and Coordinating Council (DVPPCC) is emphasizing 
the education of bystanders in recognizing dangers to 
potential victims and safe ways to intervene if they witness 
an event. Victims are encouraged to reach out to friends 
and co-workers for help. Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month occurs each year in October. (Bromley, April 14, 
2014). LWVFA already participates in public education by 
publishing the Domestic Violence Hotline, 703-360-7273, in 
the VOTER every month.  Our area League also frequently 
conducts studies on developments in domestic violence 
services. Barbara Nunes, a member of the Fairfax League 
Board, is a member of this council. 

The Role of Fairfax County Law Enforcement

Colonel Edwin Roessler, Chief of the Fairfax County Police 
Department, and Captain Ronald T. Manzo, Commander of 
the Department’s Planning & Research Bureau, said that the 
Department works to reduce injuries from readily available 
firearms by embedding a “culture of safety” in the whole 
community to ensure that individuals take responsibility 
for securing firearms. “Everyone is a safety officer,” said 
Colonel Roessler (personal communication, April 21, 2014).

Police officers hold educational sessions on gun safety at 
public meetings when invited to do so. They explain the 
safe handling and securing of firearms away from persons at 
risk, such as young people and elderly relatives who may be 
depressed. They provide free gun locks. There is gun safety 
instruction on the police website.  Police safety programs 
have increased coverage in local newsletters. There is a 
voluntary gun turn-in program, but Fairfax does not offer a 
financial incentive.

In addition, Captain Manzo recommended the Sexual 
Assault Free and Empowered (SAFE) program, for women 
only, which teaches women how to protect themselves 
physically and psychologically from attacks. http://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/police/services/women-self-defense.htm 
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The Department cooperates closely with Fairfax County 
Public Schools. A School Resource Officer is stationed 
in every high school and middle school.  Officers go to 
elementary schools on request. Colonel Roessler said that 
youth suicide is a major concern in Fairfax County and that 
the Department participates in a cross-disciplinary team to 
address it.
 
All officers will soon be trained in crisis intervention 
skills, such as establishing an atmosphere of trust during 
negotiations.  Officers are given background information 
before they intervene, particularly in a domestic violence 
event. They conduct a Lethality Assessment after a death 
to determine what warning signs were missed and what 
services were needed. They follow a protocol to ensure 
safety during an arrest and ensure that individuals get 
appropriate services. Providing access to services may be 
the Sheriff’s responsibility after an arrest, but “The episode 
is not over until you get them to a service,” Roessler said.

The Department wants to see mental health services 
increased at a cost that does not prevent the individual from 
obtaining them. The police cooperate with “the A to Z” of 
agencies that serve specific populations—youth, persons 
in crisis or elderly persons. The main problem is that there 
are not enough resources for crisis intervention. There is 
only one mobile emergency response unit for mental illness 
crises. “We have to drive them to other parts of the state,” the 
Colonel said. “We contribute the most to the state’s revenue, 
but we get less in services…. We have lost 46 officers. We’ve 
held people for four hours, released them, and then we learn 
that they have committed suicide.”

The Department has published data on weapons law 
violations in its annual reports since 2010, when a new 
method of recording data was initiated in the state. This 
data cannot be merged with data reported under the old 
system, so a continuum cannot be reported, but an idea 
of the scope of weapons use can be obtained. Within the 
Department, analysts break down the data into separate 
weapon categories.  These data show that, over the last four 
years, the total of reported offenses involving firearms are 
457 in 2010, 423 in 2011, 416 in 2012, and 437 in 2013. 
“These four grand totals are neither significantly trending 
up or trending down,” said Captain Manzo (personal 
communication, February 25, 2014).

The Department does not independently take positions 
on legislation, but it supports the Board of Supervisors’ 
legislative program. The County supported legislation that 
would have allowed local governments to pass ordinances 
prohibiting the possession of dangerous weapons in facili-

ties or properties owned or leased by the County, with some 
exceptions, such as permitted concealed carrying.  The 
County also supported a ban on pneumatic guns on school 
grounds.16 Neither of these initiatives passed in the 2014 leg-
islative session (Claudia Arko, Legislative Director Office 
of the Fairfax County Executive, personal communication, 
June 24, 2014).

Lieutenant Steve Elbert, the public relations officer of the 
Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office, explained that mental health 
clinicians from the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Board 
are available on the premises of the jail. Every person on 
remand, no matter what his or her offense, is offered the 
opportunity to see a clinician, but no one is required to 
do so. The sheriff’s office itself does not inquire about the 
nature of the person’s offense, whether it is violent or not 
or whether firearms were used. “We have no stance on that 
because we have one job,” he said. “We are charged with the 
safety and security of persons remanded to the county jail.  
We treat everyone the same, regardless of the reason they 
were committed” (personal communication, June 23, 2014).

Conclusion

Fairfax County is actively engaged in preventing suicide 
and homicide in domestic violence. In practice, police 
officers and mental health clinicians address the use of 
firearms, but the approach to firearms is not discussed in 
reports in proportion to the dominance of firearms in these 
tragic events. 

 Research conducted by the Virginia Violent Death Reporting 
System indicates that firearms are the most frequently used 
method for committing suicide and homicide. That fact alone 
ought to lead law enforcement and public health officials 
and legislators throughout the state to determine whether 
regulating the availability of firearms more carefully would 
lead to fewer suicides and homicides in the Commonwealth. 

Members of the League can track bills on the impartial 
Virginia Legislative Information System. To get a fuller 
understanding of the arguments, it is also instructive to 
follow websites devoted to one side or the other of the gun 
rights debate, the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence and 
National Rifle Association Institute for Legislative Action.  
Health and policy websites, such as the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
are excellent sources for data.

The Fairfax Area League will re-visit some of the 
circumstances leading to suicide and homicide in domestic 
violence when it conducts its study of mental health concerns 
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and services in Fairfax County later this year.
_______
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Appendices
Homicide in Northern Virginia Health Planning Region 8, 2008-2011

 Firearm
Sharp       

Instrument

Hanging   
Strangulation   
Suffocation

Blunt    
Instrument Shaking

Personal 
Weapons Poison Drowning

Fire    
Burns

Motor 
Vehicle + 

Other TOTAL

Fairfax County            
     Number 30 27 8 7 3 1 0 0 0 0 68

     Percentage 44.1 39.7 11.8 10.3 4.4 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
     Rate 0.7 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.1 <0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6

Alexandria            
     Number 6 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 12

     Percentage 50 33.3 16.7 8.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
     Rate 1 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.1

Arlington            
     Number 2 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

     Percentage 40.0 40.0 20 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0  
     Rate 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.6

Loudoun            
      Number 6 3 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 12

      Percentage 50.0 25.0 8.3 25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
      Rate 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0

Manassas City            
      Number 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10

      Percentage 60.0 40 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
      Rate 4.0 2,7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.7

Manassas Park            

      Number 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
      Percentage 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
      Rate 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Prince William            
     Number 20 5 2 2 2 4 2 1 1 2 37

     Percentage 545.1 54.1 5.4 5.4 5.4 10.8 5.4 2.7 2.7 5.4  
     Rate 1.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 2.4

Gun Safety Questions for Part II
1. Did any information under the “Highlights” section surprise 
you?

2. The number of suicides declined from 2003-2008 to 2008-
2011 by 198.  The number of homicides declined by 94.  
Discuss  some possible reasons.  What are some common 
causes of suicide?

3. Suicides in Fairfax County vary by methods at different 
stages of the life span.  Why is this?  What have been the 

County responses?

4.  Discuss some of the effective techniques used by the County 
to curb domestic violence-related homicides.

5.  What has the Fairfax County Law Enforcement done to 
reduce death/injuries from firearms?  Are there other things that 
might be done?

6. What can citizens do to support County efforts to reduce 
gun violence?  What can the LWVFA or League members as 
individuals do?
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Suicide in Northern Virginia Health Planning District 8, by Method of Fatal Injury, 2008-2011

 Firearm

Hanging                                  
Strangulation                     
Suffocation Poison

Sharp                     
Instrument Fall Drowning

Fire
Burns

Other                     
Transport              

Vehicle
Motor 
Vehicle Other TOTAL

Fairfax County            
     Number 146 127 81 13 11 5 4 2 1 3 379

     Percentage 38.5 33.5 21.4 3.4 2.9 1.3 1.1 0.5 0.3 0.8  
     Rate 3.3 2.9 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 8.7

Alexandria            
     Number 17 17 17 2 2 1 0 2 0 1 55

     Percentage 30.9 30.9 30.9 3.6 3.6 1.8 0.0 3.6 0.0 1.8  
     Rate 2.9 2.9 2.9 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.2 9.5

Arlington            
     Number 24 18 21 2 8 1 0 2 0 1 74

     Percentage 32.4 24.3 28.4 2.7 10.8 1.4 0.0 2.7 0.0 1.4  
     Rate 2.8 2.1 2.1 0.2 0.9 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 9.5

Loudoun            
      Number 46 18 23 2 6 1 0 0 1 0 97

      Percentage 47.4 18.6 23.7 2.1 6.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0  
      Rate 3.7 1.5 1.9 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 7.9

Manassas City            
      Number 10 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22

      Percentage 45.5 45.5 13.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
      Rate 6.7 6.7 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.8

Manassas Park            
      Number 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

      Percentage 100 0.0 0.0 0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  
      Rate 5.7 0.0 0.0 0% 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.7

Prince William            
     Number 69 31 32 3 7 2 1 2 1 1 145

     Percentage 47.6 21.4 22.1 2.1 4.8 1.4 0.7 1.4 0.7 0.7  
     Rate 44.0 2.0 2.0 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 93.0
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LWVFA Positions Open
for 2014-2015
The League can’t function efficiently when key positions 
are unfilled. This year there are more than a dozen vacancies 
that need volunteers with a variety of skills. Please look 
over the list below and see if there isn’t a position that you 
could fill and increase your contribution to the League. You 
are needed and you are important. Contact Julie if you have 
any questions.

Action/Advocacy Coordinator: Oversees, coordinates 
and initiates the League’s action and advocacy efforts to 
implement League positions.

Budget Committee: develops LWVFA General Fund and 
Education Fund budgets for the coming fiscal year.  One 
or two meetings in Jan-Feb. 

Bylaws Committee: reviews and updates the LWVFA 
General Fund and Education Fund bylaws as needed.

Community Elections Coordinator: Assures that 
community and condominium elections take place by 
communicating with clients and election managers and 
writing contracts for each election.

Environment Committee Chair: Organizes communication 
among committee members, primarily by email. Reports 
committee activities to the Board.

Fundraising Director(s): Organizes and coordinates 
fundraising efforts other than unit projects and community 
elections projects. Solicits business community for 
support. Assists with semi-annual fundraising letter to 
members.  Duties may be carried out by one or more 
individuals.

Governmental Budget Monitor: Reviews proposed 
governmental budgets and reports on issues of concern 
to LWVFA

Observer Corps Coordinator: Recruits members for an 
Observer Corps and oversees their activities.

Observers (various): Monitor public meetings and report 
on issues of concern to LWVFA. Potential places to be 
observed include, but are not limited to:

a. Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
b. Fairfax County Public Schools Board
c. City of Fairfax Council
d. City of Fairfax School Board
e. Town Councils in Clifton, Herndon and Vienna
f. Fairfax County Public Library Board 
g. Fairfax County Electoral Board 
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The U.S. Forest Service is considering allowing hydraulic 
fracturing or fracking for natural gas  extraction in Virginia’s 
George Washington National Forest, which sits on the 
eastern edge of the Marcellus shale formation.  If approved, 
this would become the first national forest where fracking 
is permitted.

Fracking has allowed the oil and gas industry to access 
previously out-of-reach natural gas and contributed to the 
natural gas boom in the United States, strengthening energy 
independence in our country, creating jobs, and allowing 
us to export energy.  Fracking involves injecting millions 
of gallons of water laced with sand and chemicals deep 
underground to crack shale formation, unlocking oil and 
gas. Would the water supply to our area be compromised? 
Would chemicals that are used in the process affect people 
and land? How would the forest and neighboring terrain be 
altered? Should the ban on fracking in national forests be 
continued?

Learn About Hydraulic Fracking in the October VOTER
Our October unit discussions will center on these questions. 
Next month’s VOTER will feature an article to help us 
understand the ramifications of the decisions that need to be 
made, to understand the pros and cons as well as the risks 
and rewards of fracking.

Page 5

Voter Education
This fall we will be helping to educate the public about 
the law requiring everyone to present a photo ID to vote 
as well as the new voting machines.  Our Fairfax League 
is cooperating with the Fairfax County Office of Elections 
by participating in Northern Virginia Voter Registration 
Week, September 23-30. The committee will keep mem-
bers informed about the activities during that week and 
will organize the volunteer schedule. Model sign-up form 
for events will be available at Kick-off. 

Unaffiliated members who wish to participate can contact 
unit chairs in their areas or let Sidney Johnson know of 
their interest at sidneyjohnson3@verizon.net, 703-476-
0581.

Voter Registration Tables
In mid-September and October, there will be many oppor-
tunities for League members to register voters and to hand 
out voter information. Units need to take the initiative in 
getting permission to do so where appropriate at libraries, 
local festivals, nonprofit agencies, farmers’ markets, Post 
Offices, Park & Rides, Metro stations, and other commu-
nity gathering places. Please don’t wait for somebody to 
organize an event. If you have an idea for an event or loca-
tion, please let your unit voter service chair know. There 

Voter Services Gear Up for September
will be literature display stands at the Kick-Off for those 
who want to display literature at a community venue or 
nonprofit agency.

If you host a voter registration/education table, please note 
that members who actually help potential voters fill out reg-
istration forms need to have completed the County training 
on third-party voter registration at http://sbe.virginia.gov/
Files/VoterRegistration/VoterRegistrationDrives/Third-
PartyTraining/story.html 

Those who help others fill out the forms have to fill in the 
receipt at the top with the person’s name, date of filling in 
the application, and the League Office contact information, 
703-658-9150, league@lwv-fairfax.org. This receipt must 
then be given to the person who is registering. Leaguers 
who undertake this activity are assuming the responsibility 
to take the completed form in person to the County Office 
of Elections, Room 323 at the Government Center within 
a week, or to give it to a member who has been designat-
ed to do that. All members, even if not trained, may hand 
out registration forms to be taken home and completed, or 
County cards about online voter registration.

Come to the Kick-Off on September 6, get your handouts, 
posters, and other materials, and go from there!

By Sidney Johnson, Coordinator, Voter Services

Co-pre ident Helen Kelly and member Mary Jane Cleary rep-
resented the League at Fairfax County’s celebration of 50-year 
anniversary of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. 

s
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The Fairfax County Office of Elections has purchased a 
new integrated voting system, including over 1,125 state-of-
the -art voting machines. This is the most comprehensive 
replacement of the county’s voting equipment in over a decade. 

The new system from Election Systems & Software (ES&S), 
includes 525 DS200 electronically scanned paper ballot machines 
and 600 ExpressVote machines that use 
technology similar to touch screen equipment 
to generate paper ballots. The initial cost for the 
machines is approximately $6.4 million. The 
new machines are expected to be in use 
for the upcoming Nov. 4 election. County 
voters will have an opportunity to take a look 
at and test-drive the machines at events to 
be scheduled beginning in August. Election 
officer training will also begin in August. 

“The Electoral Board and the Office of 
Elections staff have spent over a year on this 
critical selection – reviewing bids, working with 
vendors and doing our best to ensure that our 
final decision and contract terms were both what 
the county needed and the most cost-effective 
solution,” said Electoral Board Secretary 
Brian Schoeneman. “Having a brand-new, 
fully integrated voting system for the county 
will make the voting process more efficient, 
secure and easy for Fairfax County voters.”  

Purchase of new, integrated equipment was recommended 
to the Board of Supervisors by the Bipartisan Election 
Process Improvement Commission in March 2013. The 
recommendation included having new machines in place 
prior to the presidential election in 2016, so election officers 
and most voters would be familiar with the equipment. 

Office of Elections Purchases
New Integrated Voting System

Voters who have used electronically scanned paper ballots will 
notice very little change in how they vote using the new DS200 
optical scan voting machines. As with the current equipment, 
voters will mark a paper ballot and place her/his ballot in the optical 
scan machine, which will scan the ballot, record the vote and 
inform the voter that their ballot has been cast. The new machines 
also will let the voter know if the ballot is blank or over voted 

(voted for more candidates than allowed in a 
contest). In addition to providing results when 
the polls close, the new equipment provides 
a paper ballot for all voters, including 
those who need to use the new accessible 
equipment called ExpressVote. There 
also will be a voter verified paper audit 
trail for every vote in case of a recount. 

The ExpressVote machine is fully 
compliant with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and enables voters 
with special needs to use technology similar 
to touch screen equipment to generate a 
marked paper ballot. The ballot will then 
be inserted in to the same DS200 optical 
scan machine used by other voters. The 
technology allows those with special 
needs to vote independently and privately. 

To learn more about using these voting machines, 
watch the ES&S videos on the DS200 machines 

or ExpressVote, or contact the Fairfax County Office of Elections 
at 703-222-0776 (TTY 711) or email voting@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

If you are interested in becoming an election officer for an 
upcoming election, contact the Office of Elections at 703-324-
4735 or send an email. 
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The push to raise a minimum of $1000 in order for LWV 
Virginia to appear on the Donor Wall of  the proposed 
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial has resulted thus far in 
a total of $634.  “We’re over halfway there!” said Turning 
Point  (and League)  Board member Lois Page.

She added that Virginia has gotten beaten out by Colorado 
for first state to become eligible, “but we can easily be 
second.” Page and fellow Leaguer Kathleen Pablo made 
a presentation at the June LWVUS convention in Dallas 
that included a promotion for each League state president 
to rally their state members to bundle their donations or 

memberships to Turning Point in order to be permanently 
recognized on the memorial, scheduled to be sited at 
Occoquan Regional Park. The goal is to have the memorial’s 
first phase completed by 2020, the 100th anniversary of 
the Nineteenth Amendment. To participate, go to www.
suffragistmemorial.org and click on the word Membership 
at the top.  When you register, please put “LWV- Donor 
Wall” in the Comments box.  If you want to donate without 
becoming a member, click on the Donate button. There 
you will find information on where to send your check.   
Please put “LWV-Donor Wall” on the check’s memo line. 
Unfortunately, donating online will not allow you to indicate 
that this is part of the League’s donation, but simply email 
Lois Page at lpage@suffragistmemorial.org to make that 
happen.

Suffragist Memorial Donor Wall 
Collection Making Progress
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Members and visitors are encouraged to attend any meeting convenient for them, including the “At Large 
Meeting” and briefing on Saturdays when a briefing is listed.  As of August 1, 2014, the locations were correct; 
please use phone numbers to verify sites and advise of your intent to attend.  Some meetings at restaurants may 

need reservations.

This Month’s Unit Meeting Locations
Topic: Firearms: The Method Most Often Selected for Suicides and Homicides 

October Meetings:
Fracking in National Forests?

Saturday, September  6
9:15 a.m. Kick-Off & At-Large 
Unit and Briefing @ 12 noon
Mason District Governmental 
Center
6507 Columbia Pike
Annandale 22003
Contact: Judy, 703-725-9401 

Monday, September 8

1:30 p.m. Greenspring (GSP)
Hunters Crossing Classroom
Spring Village Drive
Springfield 22150
Contact: Kay, 703-644-2670

Tuesday, September 9

10 a.m. Centreville-Chantilly 
(CCD)
Sully District Governmental 
Center
4900 Stonecroft Blvd.
Chantilly 20151
Contact: Leslie, 571-213-6384

Wednesday, September 10

9:30 a.m. Mt. Vernon Day 
(MVD)
Mt. Vernon Dist. Governmental 
Center
2511 Parkers Lane
Alexandria 22306
Contact: Louise, 703-960-0073

9:30 a.m. McLean Day (McL)
Star Nut Café, 1445 Laughlin Ave.
McLean 22101
Contact:  Sharone 703-734-1048
or Adarsh Trehan 703-356-8368

10 a.m. Fairfax Station (FXS) 
8739 Cuttermille Place
Springfield 22153-1526
Contact: Kathleen 703-644-1555 

7:30 p.m.  Reston Evening 
(RE)
Reston Art Gallery at Heron 
House
Lake Anne Village Center
Reston 20190
Contact: Lucy, 703-757-5893

Thursday, June 11

9 a.m. Reston Day (RD)
Ashby Ponds
21125 Cardinal Pond Terr Apt 319
Ashburn, VA 20147-6149
Contact: Shirley 703-726-1429

9:30 a.m. Springfield (SPF)
Packard Center.
(inside Annandale Comm Park)
4026 Hummer Road
Annandale 22003
Contact: Nancy 703-256-6570
or Peg 703-256-9420

1 p.m. Fairfax/Vienna (FX-V)
Oakton Regional Library
10304 Lynhaven Pl. 
Oakton 22124
Contact:  Bobby, 703-938-1486 or
Liz, 703-281-3380

7:45 p.m. Mt. Vernon Evening 
(MVE)
Paul Spring Retirement Comm
Mt. Vernon Room
7116 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria 22307
Contact: Jane, 703-960-6820
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan 
political organization that encourages the 
public to play an informed and active role 
in government.  At the local, state, regional 
and national levels, the League works to 
influence public policy through education 
and advocacy.  Any citizen of voting age, 
male or female, may become a member.

The League of Women Voters never supports 
or opposes candidates for office, or political 
parties, and any use of the League of Women 
Voters name in campaign advertising or 
literature has not been authorized by the 
League.

LWVFA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(Dues year is July 1 through June 30. Current dues year ends June 30, 2015.)

Membership Category:   Individual $65 ____ ; Household (2 persons–1 VOTER) $90 __;  Donation $  ________ 
     Student $32.50 ____;  (Coll. Attending _______________________)

Membership is:   New ____; Renewal ____ ; Reinstate ____; Subsidy Requested ____  
We value membership. A subsidy fund is available, check block above and include whatever you can afford.

Dues are not tax deductible. Tax-deductible donations must be written on a separate check payable to LWVFA Ed. 
Fund. 

Please Print Clearly!
Name ___________________________________________________________________Unit __________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State ________Zip + 4 _____________________ 

Phone (H) __________________ (M) __________________ E-Mail ______________________________________ 

Thank you for checking off your interests:
___   County Govt ___  Voting Procedures  ___   Health Care ___   Schools
___   Fiscal  ___   Environmental Quality ___   Human Services ___   Other (Specify)
___   Public Libraries ___   Land Use Planning  ___   Judicial Systems ___   Affordable Housing
___   Transportation ___   Water   ___   Juvenile Problems ___   Domestic Violence

Mail to: LWVFA, 4026-B Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 22003-2403


