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Online Teaching and Learning in Fairfax 
County Schools: Where Are We Now?
Ready or not, here comes online teaching and learning for Fairfax County Public School stu-
dents.  This month’s article takes a look at what online learning, sometimes called “virtual learn-
ing” or “distance education,”  looks like. For most of our children, digital natives that they are, 
learning online probably does not seem the slightest bit uncomfortable. FCPS’s Task Force on 
Virtual Learning issued a report this past April that lays out the advantages and proposed plans 
for expansion of online opportunities.  Last year, students were introduced to a new develop-
ment: an online social studies text book and, this year, math.  We examine some of the wonders 
of online texts, but as you can imagine, there are some problems too. Thanks to some members 
of the schools committee having children in the “trenches,” we are able to take an inside look at 
how this is working out.  As usual, we treasure your responses.
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We have said in the past that people in our community 
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We also told you that candidates appreciate our part in 
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for this year was to raise our visibility, and you played an 
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will turn off the taps on the deluge of political advertising 
and the pundits will begin armchair quarterbacking the 
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Thanks again for all your help during the 2012 election 
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   Julie and Helen

Domestic Violence Hotline
(703) 360-7273

Efforts to run community elections is vital to the 
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again and ask that you volunteer on:

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 13

Sequoyah Condominiums, evening, convenient to 
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Community/Condo
Elections Help Needed

An American voter living in India recently contacted 
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Olga Hernandez, Voters Service Coordinator

How About This Fact . . .
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With the November election only weeks away, voters are 
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While a constitutional amendment would be an effective 
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In discussing individual efforts to affect the integrity of 
campaigns, the units responded with a multitude of ideas: 
writing letters to the editor, staying in close contact with your 
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Some voiced a sense of discouragement, powerlessness, 
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Money and Elections:
Super PAC Ads Not Factual
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before the Senate Judiciary Committee at a hearing on the 
continuing importance of the Voting Rights Act, and the 
importance of keeping our voting system free, fair and 
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2011 we have seen a huge increase in the number of new 
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Restrictive Voting Laws
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new laws and practices require restrictive forms of photo 
ID and/or proof of citizenship in order to vote, they restrict 
independent voter registration drives, decrease early voting, 
wrongfully purge eligible voters and eliminate Election Day 
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“What is especially disappointing is that politicians too 
often are imposing these restrictions on voting rights in 
order to manipulate the electorate for their own political 
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Thank you to all the League volunteers who organized 
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We will need help following the election to update the 2013 
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League’s Voter Registration 
Day a Huge Success

By Danielle Ramirez
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a new set of concerned citizens and highlight our work to 
a much broader audience of individuals, organizations, 
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What’s This Facebook Thing? 
Learn With Facebook 101

Board Meets With Election 
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Proposed AMENDMENT to 
the Constitution of Virginia 
Regarding “Eminent Domain” 
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Online Teaching and Learning in Fairfax 
County Schools: Where are we now?
By Beth Henson Tudan,

Virginia Fitz Shea, and Lois Page
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in educational trends, and is now at the forefront of 
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Theirs is a world of iTunes, not record stores, of 
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$��%"������)����]��)�$�������%�����.������������$��	
�
�	������	�	
`��

�����������_������.��	��	������"�$���.�������$*)�����
�,�9{��	��	�������	
�_�)������������_�����"	�������.�
)��*�{��	��	��$�"����{��	���	��	����/�)��*�`��-	��	��
learning in some form or another is not a thing of the 
."�"��{���������%%�	�	
�	�_`
FCPS 24/7 Learning

������,�9�����	�	
{��`*`�`�����$*)����{������	��	��	��
����"�$�����������_���������"��	�������/��	������	�	
�
beyond the traditional school day and beyond the school 
.�$�������`� #�$�� ��"��	�{� ���$���� �	�� %���	�� ��$��]���
his or her own account with a required username and 
%���_��������$$���������	��	������"�$��`��#�$����"��	����
�$$�"	������ �����_	�%�
�`�'��	*��.������	
�$�)�	��`��
(����	��������	
�$�)�	��{��������������_����_����.�������
�	�� ���������� .������� _����	� .������`� � ���$*)�����
_��*�����������_��`����"��	�����]��.�������.�����$��
�.� ������ �	��]��"���$������`� �(����	�����$�����.������{�
teachers post homework and classroom assignments, 
��	*�����_�)�����{��	��$���	������"�$����	������`���.���
student has forgotten a homework worksheet at school, 
���	�����������$�	��.��	��$$���������������	����$*)����`��

-	��	����/�)��*��_��������%���_��������	��������������
%��]����`�'����������������%������.�������.��������$�����
that might list before and after school activities, such 
as Science Olympiad, Soccer Club, and an Improv 
��")`�-	�����%���	����%�����	��.����$*)����{�����%���	��
����.�������.�����$��$����`�'�"�{���%���	��$�"����%�	�
������	����	��]��"���.���������$��$*��	�����
�
�)�����
����_��*��	���	�������������������	$��|"�~��	�������`�
����$�"���������	������������.�]�$�)"�����_���������"��
������.���%��^�$����	������%����$"��������
	��	��`�

Online Books and Research

����� �")�$��)��� ��� �	��	�� ������ .��� ���� ��"��	��{�
including ones with online books and for academic 
������$�`� ���"	
��� ��"��	��� ��
� �	��� _�)������ �"$��
as '"�)��_���`$�� to listen to animated storybooks 
that are read aloud, following along as each word is 
��
���
������	����������"���������`�'�������������	����
do research via (�������*-	��	�`$��`��

Oakton Elementary Student Thomas Tudan was 
�	����"$�������	��	��)��*��]�������������
��������$���̀ ��
����	^����������	
�������"��	
��$����{��	�����	������
dozens of books over the summer on !�-	`$��, which 
������")�$��)������.���������"��	��`�-]�����	���"�����
�]�	�	
�{�'��������

����	�������!�-	`$���_�)����{�
�	������������������"���6����&�����	������_�����	��
)�
�	������	
`������

����	�������$��%"�����	�������
many books, and was thrilled when it became usable 
�	���������`������������������*���.���%��������	����
"�������������	��������]�	�����`������������������
the book read aloud to him although he did mention 
���������.��	�������������.�����)��*���������̀ ������{����
was a good way for him to learn new vocabulary and 
���������_�����%��	�"	$���$����$���`�

Each school has a School Based Information Technology 
�%�$������� ����'�� ����	��� �	� ��$�	���
�`� � -�*��	�
#����	������� ���'�� ����	�� ���� ���$����� ��� "��� ����
�	����$��]��������������{����	���	���	��_����_�		�	
�
website, and includes resources for students to use for 
������������$�`����������{�
��������%���___`.$%�`��"�
-�*��	#����"��	���	*�`����`�����������")�$��%���	��
to databases in science, social studies, for languages 
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�	������`��������%���___`.$%�`��"������)�������]�$���
�	��	�����)����`�����`

Virtual Courses

In 2012, the General Assembly of Virginia passed 
legislation stating that a high school student must 
�"$$���."����$��%������	��]���"��{��`�`{��	��	��$�"���{�
_��$�� ���� )�� 	�	$������)����	
{� ��� 
���"���� _����
�� ���	����� ���
�]�	$��� ��"����� 7�%����`� '����
requirement will be effective with students entering the 
	�	���
�����.������������������	�������0��0,��$���������̀ 1 

����.�/���"	����")��$��$�������������������	��	��	��
campus which delivers some high school courses 
identical in content to those offered in traditional 
$���������`���"������
��������	���|"������%%��]���.����
������
���$�����
"���	$��$�"	�����̀ �7"��	
�������00�0��
�$���������{������������"��	������*��	��$������	��	��
����"
���������-	��	�����%"�`��������0��0�{�0{,���
students are taking an online course, representing a 
0���%��$�	���	$�����`��������"��	���$�	���*���	��	��
$�"�����.���.���{�)"���.��������]�����%��������*���	��/����
��
����$�"���`��'�����������]�����%���.���$�"������"��	
�
�"������$����`�������������	����"��	���.���������]���
����_�����_���%����������	������������	��	��$�"���`�

-	���)�"����0�{���0�{��"%���	��	��	����$*�7�����
�����
���$��	
�������/����	
���
"�����	��	���."��������$���"���
�������_���"��	�������%���"���.����������������)��$*�$�����
��� $������`�'���� $��	
�� _��� ����� �	� ���%�	��� ��� ��
��|"����)��������]�$�$��
��"%���##���������������.���
#/$����	$���	�#�"$����	�`��'���%"�%�����.���.����%������
is to enable students to get more sleep or to leave school 
������.���_��*`��

�����������	���.�������]�$�$��
��"%���##������{�����
��� 	��� �� ���"���	� ��� ���� %��)���� �.� ���������� �$�����
start times since students must have easy access to 
$��%"������	�����	�%�������	��	���	��.�	����.����	��	��
����	�	
`� ���_���{���_�]��{�%��]���� �����.� .����� ������
	"�)����.���"��	��`�

With the new policy change, some students are taking 
������������
����/��������%��	��������	�	
�_������������
are taking online classes that will offer them more 
��/�)������_�����������$���"���`�������/��%��{�������
Grage took an online physical education course during 
the summer of 2012 before her freshman year at 
!�����	���
���$����`�����_�	�������
�������.������	�
�#���|"�����	���"���.� ����_��� �	������� ��� ��*�� �_��

��	
"�
��{����	$���	���%�	���{����"���	��"�����"��	
�
�����$���������̀ ��������%�	�������"�����%����$�%���	
�
in several sports, including swimming, tennis, and 
'��� �_�	� 7�{� ��$����	
� ���� %��
����`� � ������ ����{�
“Taking the online course freed my schedule this year 
�����*��_�������������_�	�����"��	
��$����`��
	������
!�����	���"��	�����*��	��	��	��%����$��$�"�����"��	
�
the summer of 2011 in order to free her schedule to 
$�	$�	������ �	� ��)���$�� ��� !�����	� ���� ��	���� �����
_��	�����_�����������.������/���$"���$"����%��
���`�
�������	�_���.������	����!�'`�

Virtual courses are offered in career and technical 
education, English, health and physical education, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and Korean and 
�%�	���`�#|"�%��	����|"�����	����	$�"�������	��"��
����������!���%��$���������	�_��{�(�	��_���:�#�
�����
���{��	��]����"��$��%"����%��
����`����"��	���
will not be able to access and complete online courses 
"��	
������{�����	��{����$*)�����{����������	��{��	��
��)����{������-	��	�����%"��_�)%�
��������`2  

In online courses, it is up to the discretion of the teacher 
��������_�������_����)������	�������`�
���$�"������	$�"���
���	����/�������%%��%����������	���������$��]���������
���)������	��������
�����.���"��������	�����`�'����	
�
locations and times are posted on the course web 
%�
���	����$*)����`��
������	�������.�����	�	
��	��

�]�	$������$���	�������	
���*��%��$�����������"��	����
)�����$����`

Students take some online courses at home whereas 
others actually take them at their school during the 
�$��������`��	��������	{������	��	��$���������_�������
����..��� ��_����� ����$���	��.� $�"����� ��� ���� ��"��	��`���
��������������
�� �$�����{�%�"�� �����	���]�� �$�����`�
&��� ���� �$������ ��]�� �	�"
�� ��"��	��� ��� ���� �	�
��
��������$��$������	��	���������"��	���$�	������$�����	�$�����
�	����������$���"���{�)"�������$�	�
�]��������"��	���
�����%%���"	���������*������$�����)���..���	
�����	��	�`��

7"��	
���0��0�{��]������ ��"��	��� .���������..���	��
�$������������*�	
�
����������$�`�������	��	��	��$����{�
�������$����%"�����������
	��	����	��,�9����$*)����`�
����
����������$�{�������"��	�����������������$����.�����
_��*���$���`�7"��	
������	��	��$���{��������$�����	��
students all use white boards to communicate with 
each other, where they can write, chat, draw, and 
"��� �� 
��%��$� $��$"�����`�'��� ��"��	��� ����� 
�� �	���
virtual breakout rooms where they meet two or three 
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.����_� ��"��	��� ��� _��*� ��
�����̀ �'���� ����� "��� ����
white boards to communicate with the group in the 
)���*�"������`�'�����"��	���$�	�������������������$����
�"��	
� ����_��*�_�����	��|"�����	�`�(��	� ��"��	���
$��%�������%��^�$�{��������	������	��	������������$����
]������$*)����`��

Virtual Schooling Task Force
}�$����	�����	�� .��� ]���"��� ����	�	
� .��� ����.�/�
County were presented to a work session of the 
����.�/� ��"	��� �$����� ������
%���� 0�{� ��0�`� ������
Noonan, who was then the Assistant Superintendent, 
Instructional Services Department, introduced the 
��%�����.�����;���"����$$�����	
�'��*����$�`�'�����%����
��$����	�������)�����	
���]���"�����
���$����`�'����
�$����� _�"��� )�� $������� )�� �/%�	��	
� ���� $"���	��
����� -	��	�� ���%"�� ������ ��� �	$�"��� �� ."��������
]���"����%���	�.���$������)����	
�$�"����`�'������*�.��$��
recommended that such a high school could be started 
������	������%���)�����0�����_�]��{������$�����������
����	���������*���.���."��������"����.������%��%����`��
The task force also recommends the creation of a small 
	"�)��� �.� ��$������ �.� �		�]����	�� �	� ���� ��0,�0��
school year where breakthrough approaches to learning 
$�	�)��������$�����	�����	������.������	�.������������
�$�����`�

'��� ������ ��^��� ��$����	�����	� ��� ��� �	$��%������
Blended Learning into each classroom:

Blended Learning combines face�to-face classroom 
methods with technology-mediated activities to form 
an integrated instructional approach. At the elementary 
level, teachers could introduce students to segments 
of classes that have virtual components that can be 
utilized and monitored at school. At middle school, 
students could take an entire course online but have 
it completed at school so that the teacher can support 
the student with strategies for online learning. With this 
progression of support for online learning, students are 
then well-positioned for a full on-line course they take 
independently in high school. 3

Online Textbooks
'������� �����	����� ��"��	��� _���� )��	� �	� ���� �0st 
$�	�"��`�'���� ���� "���� ��� �����	
� �	�� ������$��	
�
�	��	�`� (��	� ��		���{� �� .�.���
����� ��"��	�� ���

����]��_� #����	����� �	� ����.�/{� )��"
��� ����� ��
%��	������/�)��*{�����_�����))��
�����������_����]��
�	��)"�*�����_��`�������*�������������{��(���$�	���
_����]�� ����� �	��	�+��'��� �.���
����� ��$���� ��"�����
$"���$"�"���	�_������������������	��/��	���	�"	�|"�����
�����_�����������)���
_���	����'�$�	���
�����^�$�`��
��.���
����� ��"��	��� �����$�� �� |"�����	� ��� ������$�{�
��]���%�	
������	�_������������|"�����	��	�����%��^�$�{�
�	�� ���	� $���"	�$���	
� �	�� �����	
� ���� %��^�$��
����"
����$�	���
�`� 4 

7"��	
� ��0��00{� ����� %������� �	� �	��	�� ��/�)��*�
initiative at eight middle and 10 high schools in the 
$�"	���"��	
��	��	������"�$����	����/�)��*���	���]�	���

�����6`�`����������	����
���$�����
�]��	��	��$������`�
'��	*�� ��� ���� %������� �"$$���{� ����� ���%���� �	��	��
��/�)��*��.���
������9����0��.�������$������$������"�����
$�"����� .��� ��00�0�`�'��� �$����� ������� %"�$������
�	��	���")�$��%���	��.����������/�)��*�%")���������	��
�..���������������	"�)����.�%����$�����/���%���$����`5  

In August 2012, the School Board approved the 
%"�$����� �.� 	�_� ����� ��/�)��*�� .��� �9`9� ������	��
��_�]��{� ����� )����� ���)���� �/%������� $�	$��	�
����������	.�������	��	�������/�)��*��/%�	���"�������
not been presented to the board during the normal 
)"�
���%��$���`�!�����	��	����/�)��*��.���
��������0��
��/$�"��	
�
���	�����$��]��$�"������_����%"�$������
�	����%����	�����	������$�������	���%���)�����0�`��

���������������.����_�	
��)�"���$$����	
��	��	����/���
��Students are not required to purchase or own their 

�_	�$��%"����`

��Students will be permitted to bring to school and 
use their own laptops, tablets, or netbooks to ac�
$���� �	��	�� ��/�)��*�� "	���� ���� ����$���	� �.� ����
���$���̀

��-	��	����/�)��*����]�������)�����$�	��	�{�_��$��
is not compatible with some Apple products such 
�������	����	�������`�

Advantages of Online Textbooks

'���������	���"$���	������]�$���7�%�����	�{�_��$��
is responsible for the curriculum and purchase of the 
��/�)��*�{�)�
�	����*�	
��	����	��	����/�)��*����.�_�
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�������
�`�'���
��"%����_��*�	
�$����)�����]����_����
�����'���%�����	�`�'�������]��)��	�����������������'�
��%�����	�� ���� 	�/��� ���� %"�$����� �.� �	��	�� ��/��{�
����	
����������������7����	�������������	��]��"�����
��]�	
���%����$���%��	����)��*`������/��%��{�����
��
6`�`���������)��*���	���
���$���������������%��	������/���
����������	��	��	�`��

Instructional Services, however, believes that the 
�	��	����/�������]��"��.���������"��	��`������/��%��{�
there are Student Learning Sections in the books with 
interactive features, including glossaries, vocabulary, 
�	�� ���.�$��$*� |"�~~��`� ��"��	��� $�	� ����$�� _����	�
�����	��	����/����	�������$�	�_��$��]�������.����$�����

�]�	
��������	�����.��������$����
"����
�]�	
����%��$�`�
The books have microphones to click on and video clips 
�����_������������"�`�'�������%��_����%��	"	$�����	��	�
both English and foreign languages and with students 
_���������/����	������������	�	
���..���	$��`�

'����	��	����/���_�����	���
���)�����̀ ������������"���
�7��{�_��$�������������������%����
��%���.������$���	{�
�	�����{���"�{�	����	����$��]�`�'�����$������"�������/���
�	�
�������� ���0�� �	�	�
��� ���� ���� �	����$��]�`�(����
�	��	����/���.���.����
	���	
"�
��{���"��	���$�	������	�
to the pronunciation of vocabulary and to the tone 
and accents when sentences are read aloud and take 
�	����$��]��|"�~~��`�'��$����������%"����	*�����_�)������
for even more quizzes and photos of the foreign places 
the languages are spoken, furthering tweaking the 
$������	����	�������`

-	��%���	���)���]����)�"���������	$����/��

I toured the French textbook – it read aloud to me 
and offered interactive quizzes, which I liked.  I was 
reading it online in Google Chrome, though, which 
offered (helpfully) to translate my page into English 
from French. Not great for learning, but it would 
help a student do his or her homework correctly!  
So much for being prepared for the test, though.

Ironically, some of the students who are most resistant 
��������	��	����/�����������
����
���$�������"��	��`��'����
already have found a way that works well for them 
�	��������������"$��	�����$��	
�`�'��������	������
��
��"��	��������������*��������	^��������	��	����/��`�-	��
%���	��%��	�����"������������"
�������	��	����/�)��*��
might continue to improve and be even better in four 
����]�������{������������%�	���������	���������������������

��"��	��������	���
���$����`�

�	���"$���	������]�$����������������%��	
��	��	����/���
is not always a cost savings measure, particularly in 
the short run, because it requires spending money to 
�	]�����	��'��	.�����"$�"����	������$�����`��

Online Textbooks: Some Problem Areas

Flexibility: 

&������� ��"��	�����������/$������)�"���	��	�� ��/������
��		���� _��� _��� ��	���	��� �������`� ��
�� �$�����
students who travel for sports meets or band trips 
$�		��� ����� ������ ��/�)��*� ��� $��%����� ����_��*�
_����"�� �	���	��� �$$���`�
� ������� _����� $������	�
���� �� .������	��	���� ��	���� �������.�/���
���$�����
�����)�����.�����$������	���]���������	������	��{����
"��	
� ��������� ��/�)��*���	� ���������"������`� �����
freshman son is in the marching band and was on a 
�����"����"	�����%��	���)"�������		���]�	���.�����)�	��
$��%������	��	���%���)��̀ �����_�"���]��)��	�
��������
��*����/�)��*�����	
{�)"�����$�"��	����$$���������_����
��������	�����	�������$���	�_�"�����]��)��	����������
������	��	�_��̀ �������	���	����������������%���	���_����
$��%���	�	
��)�"��������.�$"����������$������_����"��	
�
�����	��	��)��*���	�������������]������������/�)������
for use unless the students are at home or school with 
�	���	����$$���`�

There is also an issue with using Apple mobile 
��]�$��{�_��$�����	����"%%��������%��
���{���
��{�
����� ���� �	��	�� ��/�)��*�� "��`�'������ �	� ���"�� _����
the proprietary nature of Apple software, but it still 
�..�$���������"��	��`������"�	���"������������������_��*�
���"	��)����_	�����	
��	�
%%����_����$�������".�	�
.�����`��{�)"�� ��� ����	�&�09��%%�%"�$����� ��|"���	
�
parental permission because content viewed using 
������%����� )��_����� ��� 	��� $�	�������� ]��� ���� �����
%���	����������$���	������	
�`�9 

�����'"��	���_	������������".�	����_����������������
�	��.�"	���������������.���"�����.������	��	����/�������
_��*`�'���������	��%��)���{����"
�{��	���������_����
����������������)�]�����
�������%���	������.�
"�����
that we have enabled on our home Internet are now 
����)���{�����"����	��$�"�����	��]����	������������_�����
tap into websites and blogs we would not like them to 
�$$���`���!������"��	����	��%���	��{���_�]��{�����	���
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�����_�����.������_��*����"	��]��������".�	����_����
�	�����	*�����������$�		���"�������������������	�`��

����	��������_��������������"��	��_������_��*�	
��	��	��
����)�������������)������$�����.���$�)��*{�
	
��������{�
���}�����`�

Ease of Use: 

Other concerns involve the physical process of reading 
�	��	�`�;��"��� ����	���� $�	�%�$�"���_����� ��%��$���.�
information was on a page which can trigger recall, 
but some say that impact is lessened with computer 
�$���	�`�-��������*�������%�%�
���)�$*��	��.�����_��	�
���	
�����_��*������]��_���$�	$�%���	���	������������
��*��������������	���$��%"���̀ ����]�������"��	�����]��
$�����������%��$�����$�"	*�{��	���	
���������$�	���*����
��	
������.���%�
�����������_��	��������]�������%�.����
�	��%�
���������	�/�`��


���$�	����$�)��*����$"����	��)�"���	��	����/�)��*��
yielded the following comments:

“Online textbooks usually have terrible software 
that runs really slow. It’s kind of hard to study when 
it takes more than a minute for a page to load.” – 
Garrett Stewart, a Madison junior and member of 
the Crew Team

 “From what I hear from my peanut gallery is the 
signing and loading can be tedious –otherwise, I 
think they like it better.  I want the textbook to text 
them to “read me.”  -- Darlene Almanza, parent of 
sons at Flint Hill Elementary, Luther Jackson MS, 
and Madison HS

���%���	�����]��)��	���������)�"��������.�����	�_���
���%�����������/��{������%�
���$�		���)��%��	�����"�{�
and that it cannot be accessed unless one has an Internet 
�$$���`��


	�-�*��	���
���$�����%���	����������

For my kids, it took about twice as long as normal to 
do the math homework between having to scroll or 
enter different page numbers and losing their place 
and looking up at the computer, then back down 
at their paper. They got to bed after midnight and 
it’s the beginning of the school year! It was awful. 
When one of my boys had an appt. at which he knew 
he’d have some waiting time, he tried to print the 
page with the homework on it out of the book---it 
is not possible... I know there are some textbooks 

available, but everyone is going to want one!  And 
the books are extremely expensive if bought retail. 
My kids row crew and used to always bring math to 
the river because they didn’t need a computer for 
it. Now they can’t do that. And they also cannot do 
their homework during the work period (“Cougar 
Time” is what we call it at Oakton) at school that 
is allotted for homework and help from teachers.

����� %���	��� ���� �������	
� ��� )"��	
� ��/��� .��� ������
$������	�����������_	��/%�	��`�
���������.���!�����	�
��
�� �$����� ��%������{� ��"�{� ��$����� ��� %"�$�����
%����$��� $�%���� �.� ���� ��	��� ��/�)��*�{� ��� ��� $�"���
_��*�_����]������_��`� ����� ��	������ �������� .�"	��
reading the online social studies books slow because 
of loading times and that it was hard to take notes from 
����`���������������"����
��_�������������)��*�.���
���������"
������"�	����"�����)���	�������������	`�'���
���$��������������������������/��_����$$�%��)����	������
the history had not changed that much during the past 
�]�������`���	$����������%����	�_��������/�)��*�{�
����������	��"�����	����]����)������%"�$����`����"����
%���$��$"�"��)��*�$�����099`��


���*��������$*���$�	������$���������.�/���"	���

���$�����	��.�������.�������
���%���	��_������	�������
���������$"����	�
��"%{�����������%"�$�����������	�0�
)��*� .������:���
�����̀ �����%���� �� $�"����	��"����
�	��	��_����:�`��"%%�������	�_��.����$��%���	�������
�$��������%"�$����	
�����{�)"������������$�	�`�

����� �..�$����{� ��_�]��{� 	�]��� ��]�� �	��	����
for students to have to purchase their own books, 
contending that any student who needs a book at home 
$�	���]���	�`���$��������]����������������,��%��$�	��
�.�����)��*���	��$�"���������������.�	�����`�

�������	
����
���	����

Complaints have been raised, especially about some of 
����	�_������%�����������/�����!�	����"��	����	��������
families are having problems with printing, spending 
��"�������	
�����
"�������"�`�-	��.�����{�_�������	��'{�
tried to help his son print out his geometry homework as 
���_����	��	
����$"�)����������_�����%��)�������_	�
from the screen and wondered about potential errors 
�	����	�$��)�	
���������_��*`��-	��$�	�^"������
�	��
the scratches a computer screen would receive from 
��%�����$�������
.����,����	"���{�������	�����.�"	����
_��*����"	�`
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Our Schools Committee called the math publishing 
$��%�	����-	��	�����%����*���������.�����%�
���$�"���
)��%��	���`� �'����"����������]�$�� ��%�_��� .���	����
and stated that issues involving online printing is 
����&�`�0�$���������$��]��`��������������������/�)��*��
themselves are copyright protected and stored on the 
$��%�	������$"������]�������������	��%��	��."	$���	�.���
������/�)��*������.`��

��	$�� ��"��	��� $�		��� ��_	����� ���� ��/�� �	��� �	��
device, including a computer, to read later, students 
$�"���"�����%����)�����]�$�� �"$����� ������	���������
����$$���� �����	��	�� ��/�)��*��_������	� ����
�`�'���
��	���� ����� ���� �� ���
��� �$���	� ���	� �� �����%��	��
would, but students would have to subscribe to the 
��	�����������,�����]�$�`���"��	���$�"��������%"�$�����
wireless Internet cards that would provide access to 
the Internet at most locations with laptops, but that 
_�"��{��.�$�"���{��	]��]���	��/������	�����.��`�������
is working to resolve the issue of copyright issues and 
��_	�����	
`�-	���"

�����	���������]��$�	��	���/%����
��������	���.������$����������^"��������)��*������.����
������_��*��_��	�$��$*����"��.������������.�/���"	���
�")��$���)����`�

����� ���� %"�$������ ���� ��"��	�� _��*)��*�� .���
homework, but there is clearly a disconnect in 
��%����	��	
� ���� %���$�`� ����� ��"��	��� ���� 	���
��]�	
� �	�� ���")��� %��	��	
{� )"�� ��	�� ��"��	��� ���`�
The customer service rep suggested taking a photo of 
the computer screen and then printing that out as one 
���"���	�� �-	����
���$����� ��)�����	� ��%����� ���������
��"��	�������������]���
"�����"������%��	��	
����"������
������)�����%��	���������������_���������%�
��`������%��
�����$�	����������������"���	��_�����������������"��	��`�

Accessibility/the Digital Divide: 

The problem of the digital divide was described by 
Washington Post reporter Annie Gowen in an article 
���$"���	
� ��_� ����.�/� ��"	��� ��"��	��� _����"��
computers at home struggle to complete homework 
����
	��	��`� ���	��� ��	*�	�{� �� %��.������ ��� ����
6	�]��������.���"����	�����.��	��{����$��)��� ��������
��
�������]������������%����$�%����	�
�%���������$�����
between students who have ready access to the Internet 
��������]�`����������"

��	
����_��*��	�%")��$��%�$��{��
��_�	���%�����`��'�����_����������$$������]����)�
�
��]�	��
��)�$�"�������������]����%�������������]���%�

social networking, research and other skills necessary 
����"$$�����������	{���	*�	������`�:

�$����� �.�$����� ���� 
��%%��	
� _���� ���� �$$����)������
���"�`� '����� ���*� .��$�� ����� ]���"��� ����	�	
� should 
not “disadvantage those who do not have the avail�
ability, access, or understanding of how to use digital 
����	�	
������`���(�����������$���������������������.�/�
County students have access to a computer at home, 
what happens when a family has only one computer 
�	����]�����$������	�_���	���� ���
��� ����� ��/��)��*�
����������������+��-.�$��������������%��	
����%��]����
�/�����"%%�����	���_����	$���������{�)"���������	�"
�+�

������ �	� %���� ��"��	�� �"�]���{� ����� ���..� ����
%��]��"������%��������������%��$�	���.���"��	�����]��
�	���	����$$�����"�������.� �$����`�}�%����{���_�]��{�
��� 	��� �	��$���� ����� ����� ���..� *	�_�� ��_� �����
access is obtained: at home, computers in the library, 
�����%��	�� $���"���� �$$���� ��� ����� ������ �$$���`�
Smartphone access is not the same as desktop or laptop 
�$$���`�(������"��	���_����"�����|"�����	���	����$$����
�	����������)���)������
�������]���"�����
���$����+�(����
they be able to compete – to even keep up – in the highly 
]���"���$�����������.�����."�"��+�

'�$�	���
��-%������	���#/%�$�����	��_�������$"�����
��������$���������������]��	�	$�����������������	
�
����� �"	�� 00`� -	�� %��%����� ��$����	�����	� _���
����]�����"%%��������	�"���������"��	�����]���$$�������
�	��	���	���"$���	�������"�$����,�9`��

��_�]��{��������$����	�����	�_�����������.��������
��]�����]�����	�%����	������������$���������������������
������"�������0`�(����������	{���.�������	.�������	�
�	��%��
�����	������.�������6`�`�
�]��	��	��_�������
��"������$�������$�	���
�����"����/��	��]���{���	���	�
email to the School Board August 21 warning that this 
omission could mean that unequal education in the 
�����_����$�	��	"�`��'�������"��	���_�����,�9��	��	��
�$$���� _���� )�� ��$��]�	
� �� ��..���	���	�� )������
��"$����	����	�������_����"���,�9��	��	���$$���{�����
����`

Plans to Expand Access for All Students

����.�/���"	����$������.�$����������/%����	
���	"�)���
�.�_��������������%�$������_���������$$����)���������"�`�
�������������"	�����	���	���
$$����!�%�����%��]����
students “with a map and a list of community Internet 
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access sites in your neighborhood and the surrounding 
����`�'���������	$�"������]��������.���$����	���	$�"��	
�
libraries, and community, family, and other resource 
$�	���������������]����)���.�����"��	����"����"��	�����
��� �$$���� ���� �	���	��� �	�� ����� ����"�$��� �"$�� ���
�,�9�����	�	
`��'����������������%�	������..���	��������
�"��	
��������{��	������]�	�	
{��	���	�_��*�	��`�'���
location can be contacted directly at the phone number 
�������.���������"����.��]����)�����`�� These Community 
Internet Access Resources include the public libraries, 
_��$����]��	�_�������������]�$���	����"��������%`�`�
for several nights per week due to an increased budget 
.��������.�/���"	��`�

�	��������	{����%"��������	�	
���	���������	�����%�
�������%��]�������
����$������"�$���.���$������	��	��
their families who otherwise would not have access to 
$"���	����$�	���
�`�'���}����	����%"������")��"������
��.�������]�$��.�����"��	������������%�	�!�	��������������
.����0������%`�`����..����%�$*�"%���"��	����.�����$�����
.���� ��"��� ��*��� ��{� ���	��	� ��{� �	�� ��	
���	�
�"
����!���	��)��	
�������������$�	���{�_����������
$�	���*��$��%"�����	��������$������{�_��*��	�%��^�$���
����	�����_��*`�'�������	����]��������"��	������������
���������	�
��`����"��	���$�	�"�������$��%"�����������
�	�����_��*`�'���}����	���")��"���$�"����]�	�)��
�%�	��	����"������.�������_��������	�`�

There are also computer clubhouses, community 
$�	����{� �	�� %")��$� ��)������`�'��� .����_�	
� _�)�����
offers more details:  ���%���___`.���.�/$�"	��`
�]�
rec/comm_ctr/

����� ��� _��*�	
� ��� �������	�� ��_� �$������ $�	�
��/���~��������"����.���$�	���
�`�!�	����
���$������
have mobile carts of laptops and all have computers in 
��������)���������������$�	����`��!�	���������
���$������
will rent netbooks for the year to students who need 
����`��'���!�����	������)����{�.����/��%��{��������
	��)��*����������$�	����	������"��	��`��������
���$������
are opening their libraries / media centers early and 
*��%�	
�������%�	�����`�������!�����	�����	����"���
��"	�������%�	����������`�`���$�����)�
�	�����9����
�`�`����������"�$������������%�	�"	����9�%`�`��

��������_��*�	
����)���
��������
�������]���`���	�����
meantime, there are thoughts of a second digital divide:  
one between students who will take advantage of the 
��
���������������/%�	��������������$���	��*	�_���
��

and those students who will decide that being online 
is best spent playing games, on social media sites, or 
_��$��	
���"�'")�`�

Conclusion

The advantages of virtual learning are evident, but 
��%����	�����	�%��)�����%������`���_�$�	�_�����]��
����%��)�����.�%��	��	
��"��	��������������+������%��
more schools and libraries need to support additional 
��"����.��$$�����.�����$��������$��%"����)�	*�`�����"���
��/�)��*� $��%�	���� )�� ��|"����� ��� �"%%���� %����)���
��]�$��� �	�� ����_� %��	��	
+� ���"��� ���� �$����� ����
tem purchase laptops for every student, thus allowing 
����	��������/������)����_	������������$����"��	����
$��%"���+�'��$����{�%���	��{���"��	����	���$������.�
�$�����_����	�������$��)�	��.��$���������]��������.�
������%��)�����|"�$*�����������	����"��	������"$����	�
���$��%�������`
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1   “High School Credits Now Mandatory in Virginia,” Education 
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Discussion Questions for 
Virtual Learning Study, 
November, 2012
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The Commonwealth Transportation Board will conduct 
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Commonwealth 
Transportation Board 
Schedules Public Meetings 
for Fiscal Years 2014-2019

Impact on Individuals
��One in four women is a victim of domestic violence 
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��One in nine men is a victim of domestic violence in 
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is or has been a victim of domestic violence
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saulted by a current or former spouse, boyfriend or 
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Impact on Families  
��Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as 

likely to abuse their own partners and children when 
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��On average, more than three women and one man 
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percent of domestic violence offenders also abuse 
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Source:  National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, National Network to 
End Domestic Violence, the Hotline, and Domestic Violence Resource Center`

Domestic Violence –
National and Local Statistics

Domestic Violence Hotline
(703) 360-7273
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____most courses    
____some additional courses
____no more courses
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WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT? 
                                                              

Prepared by The League of Women Voters® 
                                   o f  the  Fa i r fax  Area  (LWVFA) Education Fund 

 

  General and Special Election – Tuesday, November 6, 2012  
  Polls open 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

The candidates are listed in ballot order, as determined by lot at the State Board of Elections. 
Party Abbreviations: 

 
 

(R) = Republican; (D) = Democrat; (C) = Constitution; (L) = Libertarian; (G) = Green  
(IG) = Independent Green (I) = Independent; (*) = Incumbent 

 

The candidates appear in the order they will appear on the ballot as determined at the SBE by lot drawing. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 

Electors for President and Vice President of the United States 
 

Mitt Romney (R)       Barack Obama (D)*      Virgil Goode (C)      Gary Johnson (L)        Jill Stein (G) 
Paul Ryan                Joe Biden                      Jim Clymer              James P. Gray            Cheri Honkala 
www.mittromney.com      www.barackobama.com    www.goodeforpresident2012.com www.garyjohnson2012.com    www.jillstein.org 
 

United States Senate 
 

George F. Allen - (R)    Timothy M. Kaine - (D) 
                           www.georgeallen.com                             www.kaineforva.com 
 

United States House of Representatives 
 

    8th District     10th District           11th District 
 

J. Patrick Murray – (R)           Frank R. Wolf (R)*         Chris S. Perkins (R) 
www.patrickmurrayforcongress.com          www.wolfforcongress.com        www.perkins2012.com 
 

James P. Moran, Jr. (D)*           Kristin A. Cabral (D)         Gerald E. “Gerry” Connolly (D)* 
www.jimmoran.org            www.kristincabral.com                    www.gerryconnolly.com 
 

Janet Murphy  (IG)            J. Kevin Chisholm (I)         Joe F. Galdo, Jr. (G) 
www.votejoinrun.us/id42.html           www.chisholmforcongress.com       www.joegaldo.com 
 

Jason J. Howell  (I)               Peter M. Marchetti (IG) 
www.votejasonhowell.com              www.votejoinrun.us/id62.html 
 

� � � � � � � � � �      �     Christopher F. DeCarlo (I) 
                    www.honestyandethics.com 

                         
                 Mark T. Gibson (I) 
                 www.gibson4congress2012.com 
 
           
 

Fall 2012 Voters’ Guide 
 

The Leagues of Women Voters (LWV) of Northern Virginia sent a 
questionnaire to all candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives.  
The LWV of Virginia sent a questionnaire to the U.S. Senate 
candidates.  All candidates queried are those whose names were 
certified for the General Election. Responses can be read in the Fall 
2012 Voters’ Guide to be published in The Fairfax County Times 
newspaper the week of October 26, 2012, or on the LWVFA website, 

For information on the general election, voter registration, or district and precinct contact: 
Fairfax County General Register  (703) 222-0776  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections 
City of Fairfax General Registrar  (703) 385-7890  www.fairfaxva.gov/Registrar/General.asp 
Virginia State Board of Elections  (800) 552-9745  www.sbe.virginia.gov 



Commonwealth of Virginia Proposed Constitutional Amendments 
 

Ballot Question #1  Shall Section 11 of Article I (Bill of Rights) of the Constitution of Virginia be amended 
(i) to require that eminent domain only be exercised where the property taken or damaged is for public use and, 
except for utilities or the elimination of a public nuisance, not where the primary use is for private gain, private 
benefit, private enterprise, increasing jobs, increasing tax revenue, or economic development; (ii) to define what is 
included in just compensation for such taking or damaging of property; and (iii) to prohibit the taking or damaging 
of more private property than is necessary for the public use?  
 

Ballot Question #2  Shall Section 6 of Article IV (Legislature) of the Constitution of Virginia concerning 
legislative sessions be amended to allow the General Assembly to delay by no more than one week the fixed 
starting date for the reconvened or "veto" session when the General Assembly meets after a session to consider 
the bills returned to it by the Governor with vetoes or amendments? 
 

Proposed Four Fairfax County Bonds Referenda 
 

For additional information on each of the four (4) Fairfax County Bond Referenda on the ballot, listed 
below, please visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/bond.   
 

PARKS AND PARK FACILITIES BONDS 
Shall the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County contract a debt, borrow money and issue bonds of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, in addition to the parks and park facilities bonds previously authorized, in the maximum 
aggregate principal amount of $75,000,000 for the purpose of providing funds with any other available funds to 
finance the cost of providing parks and park facilities including the acquisition, construction, development and 
equipment of additional parks and park facilities, and the purchase of permanent easements for the preservation 
of open space land and the development and improvement of existing parks and park facilities by the Fairfax 
County Park Authority, and including an amount not to exceed  $12,000,000 allocable to the County as its share 
of the cost of parks and park facilities to be acquired, constructed, developed and equipped by the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority? 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY BONDS 
Shall the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County contract a debt, borrow money and issue bonds of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, in addition to the public safety facilities bonds previously authorized, in the maximum aggregate 
principal amount of $55,000,000, for the purpose of providing funds, with any other available funds, to finance the 
cost of providing public safety facilities, including the construction, reconstruction, enlargement, renovation and 
equipment of civil and criminal justice facilities, police training facilities and stations, fire and rescue training 
facilities and stations, including fire and rescue stations owned by volunteer organizations, and the acquisition of 
necessary land? 
 

PUBLIC LIBRARY BONDS 
Shall the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County contract a debt, borrow money and issue bonds of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, in addition to the public library facilities bonds previously authorized, in the maximum aggregate 
principal amount of $25,000,000 for the purpose of providing funds, with any other available funds, to finance the 
cost of additional public library facilities, the reconstruction, enlargement and equipment of existing library 
facilities and the acquisition of necessary land? 
 

STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS BONDS 
Shall the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County contract a debt, borrow money and issue bonds of Fairfax 
County, Virginia in the maximum aggregate principal amount of $30,000,000, for the purpose of providing funds, 
with any other available funds, to finance the cost of providing storm drainage improvements to prevent flooding 
and soil erosion, including the acquisition of necessary land? 
 

The LAST DAY to Register to Vote in the General Election is Monday, October 15, 2012. 
**Remember to bring a valid identification to the polls on November 6, 2012.** 

 

Disclaimer:  The contact information provided in What’s on the Ballot?  Was furnished by the campaigns 
to the League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area (LWVFA), or obtained from the Fairfax County Office 
of Elections or official Websites.  The LWVFA is not responsible for any changes or inaccuracies in the 
listings.  This is not an official publication for any campaign or candidate, but information only. 
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Members and visitors are encouraged to attend any meeting convenient for them, including the “At Large 
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This Month’s Unit Meeting Locations
Topic: Online Teaching and Learning

December Meetings:
Fairfax County Budget Issues

Saturday, November 3 

10 a.m. At-Large Unit
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Annandale 22003
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Thursday, November 8

9 a.m. Reston Day (RD)
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1 p.m. Fairfax City/Vienna (FX-
V)
Oakton Regional Library
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Oakton 22124
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7:45 p.m. Mt. Vernon Evening 
(MVE)
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Monday, November 12

1:30  p.m.  Greenspring (GSP)
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Tuesday, November 13

10:30 a.m. Centreville-Chantilly 
(CC)
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Chantilly, 20151
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Wednesday, November 14

9:30 a.m. Mt. Vernon Day 
(MVD)
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9:30 a.m. McLean (MCL)
Star Nut Gourmet
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10 a.m. Fairfax Station (FXS) 
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6:15 p.m.  Dinner Unit (DU)
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7:30 p.m.  Reston Evening (RE)
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Julie Jones, Co-President
Helen Kelly, Co-President

Ron Page, Editor
Liz Brooke, Coordinator

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan 
political organization that encourages the 
public to play an informed and active role 
in government.  At the local, state, regional 
and national levels, the League works to 
�	�"�	$�� %")��$� %���$�� ����"
�� ��"$����	�
and advocacy.  Any citizen of voting age, 
male or female, may become a member.

The League of Women Voters never supports 
����%%�����$�	��������.����.�$�{����%�����$���
parties, and any use of the League of Women 
Voters name in campaign advertising or 
literature has not been authorized by the 
League.

LWVFA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(Dues year is July 1 through June 30. Current dues year ends June 30, 2013.)

Membership Category:   Individual $65 ____ ; Household (2 persons–1 VOTER) $90 __;  Donation $  ________ 
     Student $32.50 ____;  (Coll. Attending _______________________)

Membership is:   New ____; Renewal ____ ; Reinstate ____; Subsidy Requested ____  
We value membership. A subsidy fund is available, check block above and include whatever you can afford.

Dues are not tax deductible. Tax-deductible donations must be written on a separate check payable to LWVFA Ed. 
Fund. 

Please Print Clearly!
Name ___________________________________________________________________Unit __________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State ________Zip + 4 _____________________ 

Phone (H) __________________ (M) __________________ E-Mail ______________________________________ 

Thank you for checking off your interests:
___   County Govt ___  Voting Procedures  ___   Health Care ___   Schools
___   Fiscal  ___   Environmental Quality ___   Human Services ___   Other (Specify)
___   Public Libraries ___   Land Use Planning  ___   Judicial Systems ___   Affordable Housing
___   Transportation ___   Water   ___   Juvenile Problems ___   Domestic Violence

Mail to: LWVFA, 4026-B Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 22003-2403


