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Answer: YES!  BECOME AN ELECTION 
OFFICER.  Call 703 324-4706 or check web site 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb. The hours are long but 
you can split a shift if you get someone to do it with 
you.  You get paid, and can see all your neighbors. 
(You are usually assigned to your home precinct.)

What happens if bad weather and traf!c prevents 4) 
you from getting to the polls on time? 
Answer: Protocol exists for extending hours, 
but it was not implemented by the political 
parties last February during the primary. 

Will I need to show some sort of I.D.?5) 
Answer: Yes. The General assembly passed 
legislation that requires you to provide I.D. or 
sign an Af"rmation of Identity in order to vote.

What forms of I.D. are acceptable?6) 
 Answer: The following will work:

•Virginia voter identi"cation card (see why you 
need to save it?)

• Va. Driver’s license or special ID card issued by 
the Department of Motor Vehicles

•Valid U.S. passport
•Military ID
•Any Federal, state or local government issued ID
•Employer issued photo
•Social Security Card

What if I turn up without any of these?7) 
Answer:  You may s ign,  under oath,  an 
Aff i rmat ion of  Ident i ty,  which is  your 
certification in writing that the name and 
address information being provided is correct.

I am a busy person.  When am I least likely to 8) 
stand in a long line?
Answer: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. are the least busy times.  You 
may wonder why we don’t vote on weekends 
or declare a holiday so that all don’t have to 
interrupt jobs to vote. We will take a look at that 
in next month’s study.  An additional note on this 
issue: an increased number of election workers 
would make shorter lines for all.  Go to www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/eb to "nd out about becoming 
an election worker or to download an application.

What kind of voting machine will I be using?9) 
  Answer: According to County Election of"cials, 

“every precinct will have at least one optical 
scanner and from 3 to 6 touch screen machines 
(depending upon the size of the precinct.)   Voters 
will be encouraged (but not required) to use the 

paper ballot which will keep the lines moving 
faster since more voters can vote at the same time.  
The County is  planning to print enough paper 
ballots for 100% turnout, so it won’t be caught 
short!”  Optical scanner voting machines are being 
introduced in response to recently passed state 
law to answer concerns about electronic machines 
not leaving a paper trail. See sample paper ballot, 
which must be run through an optical scan reader.

WHAT LWVFA DOES TO SERVE VOTERS
The League of Women Voters to the Rescue

The League of Women Voters was formed right after 
women obtained the right to vote in order to make sure 
these new voters became informed voters.  We feel we 
are needed more than ever these days, and not just for 
women. Consequently the LWV of the Fairfax Area 
puts considerable effort into providing the following 
informational voting services. The "rst three items 
also appear on our website, www.lwv-fairfax.org: 

•VOTER’S GUIDE— Local and state Leagues 
request biographies, photos, and answers to questions 
of those quali"ed to be on the ballot. Their answers 
will be published in the Connection Newspapers 
throughout the City of Fairfax and Fairfax County 
approximately two weeks before the election.
• “WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT?”— In user-
friendly language and in readable form, the League 
publishes every autumn a list of all the decisions 
the voters will be making, including candidates 
and bond issues. This publication will appear 
on our website and in our October newsletter in 
late September.  Printed versions will be passed 
out at League voter outreach events (community 
fairs, etc.) before the election. Each library will 
receive copies as well as governmental of"ces.

 • FACTS FOR VOTERS—Updated yearly, this is an 
easily accessible listing of every elected of"cial (and 
some appointed ones) for voters in Fairfax County 
and City of Fairfax from the President of the U.S 
to local school board members and administration. 
Voting registration information, registrar’s of"ces, 
local and regional libraries and more are included. 
Distribution is the same as in “What’s on the Ballot?”

• VOTING 101 CLASSES—for this election they 
will be held in four regional libraries in October: 
Chantilly, Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.; the City of Fairfax, 
Oct. 5, 2:00 p.m.; Reston,  Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sherwood,  Oct. 12 at 2:00 p.m.  Classes will 
cover in more detail much of the information 
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covered in this study. This program will also be 
given at the Reston Community Center October 8.

• PHONE BANKS—Starting October 28, voting 
information seekers can call the League Of"ce (703 
658-9150) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

 • WEB SITE—www.LWV-Fairfax.org—will contain 
“What’s on the Ballot” and all the information in 
this study starting the "rst week in September.

• LINK TO NATIONAL LEAGUE INFORMATION 
SITE.  Our local site will provide a link to a 

valuable source of voting information for 
the  en t i re  coun ty,  www.VOTE411.o rg

 • DEBATES—Our local League is currently arranging 
for televised candidate debates for Districts 8, 10 and 
11 which will be televised on Channel 10 (Fairfax 
County Public Television) at their Merri•eld location.

REGISTRATION- - League  members  w i l l 
be helping to register voters at several 
locations around the county until October 6.


