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Every year about this time, those of us who ought to know a 
lot about elections start to wonder if we really know all that we 
should. Do we know enough to give accurate information to 
new young voters? To brand new citizens? To our neighbors?  
Thus our kick off for the 2008-2009 LWVFA program 
year covers a lot of key information about voting, with a 
timeliness that allows people to register to vote and apply for 
absentee ballots as needed.  In general, a tremendous amount 
of information on elections (registration, absentee voting, 

upcoming elections, polling places, candidate information) 
can be found at the Fairfax County elections website: www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/eb. City of Fairfax residents may !nd 
additional information at GeneralRegistrar@fairfaxva.gov.

One thing we all need to know is that in Virginia we vote 
every single year. Yes, 2008 is a national election year, but 
good government starts locally. It is on the local stage that 
potential candidates receive the training and experience 
that turns them into responsible politicians for the future.  
The following chart includes the schedule for elections in 
Fairfax County and the City of Fairfax for the next few years:

Year Federal State-wide General
Assembly

Local/County 
& City of 
Fairfax

Town (all May 
elections)

2008 •President
•Vice-President
•House of Reps. 
•Senate

City of Fairfax-
(May) 
Mayor
6 Council 
Members,
5 School Board, 

•Clifton-Mayor,
5 Council 
•Herndon-Mayor,
6 Council 
•Vienna-Mayor,
3 Council 

2009 •Governor
•Lt. Gov
•Att’y Gen.

•House of 
Delegates

City of Fairfax
 Commissioner         
of Revenue
Treasurer

•Vienna-3 Council 

2010 •House of Reps. City of Fairfax-
(May)
Mayor
6 Council
5 School Board  

•Clifton-Mayor,5 
Council 
•Herndon-Mayor,
6 Council 
•Vienna-Mayor,
3 Council 

2011 •State Senate
•House of 
Delegates

County
•Board of 
Supervisors
•Commonwealth’s
Attorney
•Sheriff
•Soil & Water
Commission;
School Board

•Vienna-3 Council 
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VOTER REGISTRATION

The !rst thing Virginians need to know about voting is that 
they must register to vote. Interestingly, this is not true of 
one state, North Dakota, and seven states allow voters to 
register on the day of the election.  Ensuring that voters 
register is a key factor in voter turnout.  This may not 
sound very profound, but the low voter turnout so often 
mentioned after an election is a percentage of eligible voters 
(63.8% in 2004). The percentage of registered voters who 
voted that same year was 88.5 percent, a fairly respectable 
showing.  That means, of course, that 27.9 percent of 
eligible voters were not registered, who most likely would 
have voted if they were registered. (National Voter, June 
2008, p.5)  Next month’s program will take a look at 
some of the reasons why people may not be registered.

Frequently Asked Questions About REGISTERING 
TO VOTE in Virginia

Am I eligible to vote?1) 
Answer: you are eligible to register to vote if you are

• A citizen of the United States
• At least 18 years of age by the next general 
election
• A resident of Virginia
• Have had your voting rights restored by the 
Governor if you have ever been convicted of a 
felony. (Unique to Virginia)

2) When is the next election?
Answer: November 4, 2008
When can I register to vote?3) 
Answer: You can register to vote anytime. However, 

applications submitted during the 29 days before 
a general and primary election will not be 
processed until after that election. Registration 
will then be permanent under most circumstances.

So what does that make the deadline for the 4) 
November election??

Answer: The deadline to register to vote for the next 
election or to submit a change of address form is 
6:00 p.m. on Monday, October 6.  (For additional 
information call the Fairfax General Registrar’s Of!ce 
at 703 222-0776 or City of Fairfax General Registrar’s 
Office at 703 385-7890.) Mail-in applications 
must be postmarked on or before October 6.

How do I register?5) 
Answer: There are four ways:

In person from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Friday at thea. 
Fairfax County General Registrar ’s Office
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 323
Fairfax Virginia 22035-0081 
Phone: 703 222-0076 

Or, in City of Fairfax,    
General Registrar ’s Office / Sisson House, 
10455 Armstrong St. Fairfax, Virginia 22030
703-385-7890

In person at other registration sites such as b. 
community festivals where a trained assistant 
registrar, such as some League of Women Voters 
members, can take your application. Be sure to get 
a receipt if you ask the assistant registrar to mail 
it in. Call 703 324 4700 for a list of other sites.

c. By mail, to the Fairfax County address above or, 
if a City of Fairfax resident, to General Registrar’s 
Office / Sisson House, 10455 Armstrong St. 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030. The form will contain a 
pre-addressed envelope. If you register by mail you 
should include a copy of your current and valid photo 
identi!cation or a copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, paycheck or other 
government document that shows your name and 
address. You should receive a Voter Information Card 
within 30 days.  If you do not, call your respective 
Of!ce of Elections number above to follow up.

d. Military personnel and their families, plus other 
overseas voters, may register to vote by using a 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) which can 
be downloaded from www.fvap.gov. You can sign it 
and mail, fax, or scan and send an e-mail attachment 
to your local registrar, so long as it reaches the 
office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 6, 2008. 
Please note that the original post card application 
with the original signature, must be mailed to the 
registrar’s of!ce and received no later than the close 
of polls on election day to be processed. Sounds 
complicated? Maybe the following website can 
clarify this: www.sbe,virginia.gov/cms/Absentee_
Voting/Military_Overseas_Citizens/Index.html

Where do I get a registration application?6) 
Answer:  You can pick a Virginia Voter 
Registration Application at the following sites:

Department of Motor Vehicles (5)�v��
Military recruitment of!ces�v��
Public assistance agency of!ces�v��
Public libraries�v��
Public schools�v��
District Government Centers, Board of �v��
Supervisors of!ces
Citizens Assistance in the County �v��
Government Center lobby
Judicial Center information desk�v��
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Web site of the State Board of Elections: �v��
http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Forms_
Publications/Index.html
Voter drives, such as local elections groups, �v��
civic associations, churches, League of 
Women Voters outreach events at community 
gatherings

7) Are there other restrictions when you register by   
 mail?

Answer: Yes. If you register by mail, you must 
vote in person the first time you vote You are 
exempt from this if you are in the military service 
or a dependent, an overseas citizen, a full-time 
student, or disabled. However, if exempt from this 
restriction, you must still provide a photocopy of a 
valid identi!cation with your mailed absentee ballot.

8) Do I have to state my political party preference?
Answer: No

9) I’m already registered but moving. Will I be able   
 to vote in the next election?

Answer: Registered voters must notify their general 
registrar in writing of any change of address to 
insure their voting privilege. The back of your Voter 
Information Card (which we hope you have carefully 
saved) provides a form. Full legal name, home 
address, date moved to the address, birth date, the last 
four digits of your social security number, complete 
address of previous registration and a signature must 
be provided. If you are moving to another city or 
county, you must complete a new voter registration 
application to update your address.  This must be 
done by October 6 for the November election.

10) I am a college student living away from home.   
 Where should I register?

Answer: You can register either at your home or 
school, depending on state law.  It is important to 
update your registration each time you move.  If you 
are registered at your home address while you are at 
school, remember to request an absentee ballot at least 
30 days before the election. (See absentee ballots)

11) Where can I get assistance for someone who   
 doesn’t speak English?

 Answer: Check with registrar.  The Voting Rights 
Act requires local election officials to provide 
bilingual voter registration applications, ballots, 
and language assistance once the minority 
reaches a certain percentage of the population.

Is the information on the Voter Registration Form 12) 
con!dential?
Answer: The information is a matter of public 
record. However, recent legislation prevents 

states from using this information for any purpose 
other than voter registration. States that require a 
Social Security number are required to protect the 
con!dentiality. This is why our recently mailed 
Virginia Voter cards no longer have a Social 
Security number, but a new registration number.

13) What information does the registration form   
 require?
 Answer: See insert: Virginia Voter Registration 
Application

ABSENTEE VOTING

How Do I Vote If I Am Out of Town?
The issues surrounding absentee voting are many and 
include the question as to why you must have a reason to vote 
absentee and the problems that people have voting absentee 
from overseas. Next month’s study will look at some of these.

Frequently Asked Questions About ABSENTEE 
VOTING

I will be out of town on Election Day. Can I vote 1) 
absentee?

Answer: Any registered voter who expects to be 
away or otherwise physically unable to go the polls 
on Election Day may request an absentee ballot.

My commute is too long to get back in time to vote. 2) 
How can I vote?

Answer: You can vote absentee if you will be working 
and comuting for 11 or more hours between 6:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m., if you are a primary caregiver 
of a con!ned family member, an Election Of!cer 
(poll watcher), or on vacation. (Other acceptable 
reasons are listed on the ballot application below.)

Is working in Washington D.C. or even Alexandria 3) 
considered being out of town?

Answer: Yes. Anyone out of Fairfax County on 
Election Day may vote absentee, if you meet the 
above time frame. This includes Washington, 
D.C, Arlington, or Alexandria, among others

What if I just want to avoid the hassle on Election 4) 
Day.

Answer: You have to swear that the reason 
you selected is true. The penalty is a felony 
conviction under VA law (conviction would 
bar you from voting for life.) The maximum 
penalty is $2500 fine and/or 10 years in jail.

Where do I apply to vote absentee?5) 
Answer: Four places:

By mail.  Form may be requested from the A. 
General Registrar’s Office (address and 
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phone number above) beginning 10 months 
before the general election. Requests for 
a ballot must be received by the General 
Registrar at least SEVEN DAYS before the 
election—October 28, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 
They are also available at registration sites 
and government centers.  The League Of!ce 
often has a number on hand as well as being 
provided at Voters Service Outreach events.  
In person at the Registrar’s Of!ceB. 
Online: Web site of the State Board C. 
of Elections: http://www.sbe.virginia.
gov/cms/Forms_Publications/Index.html
Military personnel and their families serving D. 
overseas and other overseas voters are permitted 
to apply for an absentee ballot by email 
attachment, using the Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA). People meeting this criteria 
may request to receive the ballot via e-mail. The 
original card with an original signature has to 
be mailed so that it is received by the close of 
polls on Election Day.  Every voting family 
member must send in a separate card and !ll 
out forms sent speci!cally to them. The ballot 
itself must be sent through postal mail or 
delivered personally to the Of!ce of Elections.

How do I cast my vote on an absentee basis?6) 
Answer: Two ways:

By mai l  or  in person, voted bal lots a. 
must be received in the office by 7:00 
p.m. of Election Day to be counted.
You may vote in person in the Registrar’s b. 
Of!ce or in satellite locations before a general 
election.  IN-PERSON ABSENTEE VOTES 
MAY BE CAST THROUGH THE SATURDAY 
BEFORE EACH ELECTION DAY (this 
year, NOV. 1, 2008). YOU MAY BEGIN 
VOTING IN PERSON THIS ELECTION 
ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2008.

Where are the in-person satellite voting locations?7) 
Answer: Besides the registrar’s office at the 
Government Center, there are 7 locations; you need 
to call 703 222-0776 or visit the county website 

mentioned above to discover hours of operation:
• Franconia Governmental Center
• Mason Governmental Center
• McLean Governmental Center
• Mt Vernon Governmental Center
• North County Governmental Center
• Sully District Governmental Center
• West Spring!eld Governmental Center

What information does the absentee ballot 8) 
application ask for?    
   Answer: See next page for copy 
of !rst page of absentee ballot application that lists the 
criteria for voting absentee. The second page of the 
application, not included here, gives you, in Part B, 
the opportunity to tell them where to send the ballot, 
especially important if you have moved.  (Part F on 
this page gives you the opportunity to submit change of 
address information.)  Part C gives you the opportunity 
to tell them if you need assistance marking the ballot 
due to disability, blindness, or inability to read which 
will alert of!cials to the need to send instruction to the 
assistant.  Part D asks you to sign a statement that all 
the information is true with the penalties mentioned 
in #4 under Absentee Voting. Part E is where the 
Assistant signs for the person mentioned in Part C.
Is there any problem with voting absentee?9) 

Answer: According to election officials, the 
absentee ballot must include all information 
requested on the B envelope, including the date, 
or it will have to be rejected.  This happens 
in an unfortunate number of cases. 

VOTING ON ELECTION DAY

Going to the Polls
Assuming you have navigated the registration process 
successfully and you will be in town on Election Day, 
you may still confront some complications at the polls.  
A close look at some of these, such as long lines or 
confusing ballots, will be part of next month’s study.  

Frequently Asked Questions About VOTING ON 
ELECTION DAY

How will I know where to vote?1) 
Answer:  The Registrar’s Office determines 
eligibility and con!rms acceptance of a registration 
application by mailing to the registrant a  voter 
information card which includes your election 
districts and the name and address of the voting 
location. You should check with the General 
Registrar if you are not noti!ed within a reasonable 
time of your voting status.  You can also find 
your polling place online at www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/eb or GeneralRegistrar@fairfaxva.gov

When will the polls be open?2) 
Answer: From 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Is there any way I can help relieve the 3) 
anticipatedlong lines at the polls?

See What You Should Know, Page EF-7, Col. 1
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Answer: YES"  BECOME AN ELECTION 
OFFICER.  Call 703 324-4706 or check web site 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb. The hours are long but 
you can split a shift if you get someone to do it with 
you.  You get paid, and can see all your neighbors. 
(You are usually assigned to your home precinct.)

What happens if bad weather and traf!c prevents 4) 
you from getting to the polls on time? 
Answer: Protocol exists for extending hours, 
but it was not implemented by the political 
parties last February during the primary. 

Will I need to show some sort of I.D.?5) 
Answer: Yes. The General assembly passed 
legislation that requires you to provide I.D. or 
sign an Af!rmation of Identity in order to vote.

What forms of I.D. are acceptable?6) 
 Answer: The following will work:

•Virginia voter identi!cation card (see why you 
need to save it?)

• Va. Driver’s license or special ID card issued by 
the Department of Motor Vehicles

•Valid U.S. passport
•Military ID
•Any Federal, state or local government issued ID
•Employer issued photo
•Social Security Card

What if I turn up without any of these?7) 
Answer:  You may s ign,  under oath,  an 
Aff i rmat ion of  Ident i ty,  which is  your 
certification in writing that the name and 
address information being provided is correct.

I am a busy person.  When am I least likely to 8) 
stand in a long line?
Answer: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. are the least busy times.  You 
may wonder why we don’t vote on weekends 
or declare a holiday so that all don’t have to 
interrupt jobs to vote. We will take a look at that 
in next month’s study.  An additional note on this 
issue: an increased number of election workers 
would make shorter lines for all.  Go to www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/eb to !nd out about becoming 
an election worker or to download an application.

What kind of voting machine will I be using?9) 
  Answer: According to County Election of!cials, 

“every precinct will have at least one optical 
scanner and from 3 to 6 touch screen machines 
(depending upon the size of the precinct.)   Voters 
will be encouraged (but not required) to use the 

paper ballot which will keep the lines moving 
faster since more voters can vote at the same time.  
The County is  planning to print enough paper 
ballots for 100% turnout, so it won’t be caught 
short"”  Optical scanner voting machines are being 
introduced in response to recently passed state 
law to answer concerns about electronic machines 
not leaving a paper trail. See sample paper ballot, 
which must be run through an optical scan reader.

WHAT LWVFA DOES TO SERVE VOTERS
The League of Women Voters to the Rescue

The League of Women Voters was formed right after 
women obtained the right to vote in order to make sure 
these new voters became informed voters.  We feel we 
are needed more than ever these days, and not just for 
women. Consequently the LWV of the Fairfax Area 
puts considerable effort into providing the following 
informational voting services. The !rst three items 
also appear on our website, www.lwv-fairfax.org: 

•VOTER’S GUIDE— Local and state Leagues 
request biographies, photos, and answers to questions 
of those quali!ed to be on the ballot. Their answers 
will be published in the Connection Newspapers 
throughout the City of Fairfax and Fairfax County 
approximately two weeks before the election.
• “WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT?”— In user-
friendly language and in readable form, the League 
publishes every autumn a list of all the decisions 
the voters will be making, including candidates 
and bond issues. This publication will appear 
on our website and in our October newsletter in 
late September.  Printed versions will be passed 
out at League voter outreach events (community 
fairs, etc.) before the election. Each library will 
receive copies as well as governmental of!ces.

 • FACTS FOR VOTERS—Updated yearly, this is an 
easily accessible listing of every elected of!cial (and 
some appointed ones) for voters in Fairfax County 
and City of Fairfax from the President of the U.S 
to local school board members and administration. 
Voting registration information, registrar’s of!ces, 
local and regional libraries and more are included. 
Distribution is the same as in “What’s on the Ballot?”

• VOTING 101 CLASSES—for this election they 
will be held in four regional libraries in October: 
Chantilly, Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.; the City of Fairfax, 
Oct. 5, 2:00 p.m.; Reston,  Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sherwood,  Oct. 12 at 2:00 p.m.  Classes will 
cover in more detail much of the information 

What You Should Know, From Page EF-5
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covered in this study. This program will also be 
given at the Reston Community Center October 8.

• PHONE BANKS—Starting October 28, voting 
information seekers can call the League Of!ce (703 
658-9150) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

 • WEB SITE—www.LWV-Fairfax.org—will contain 
“What’s on the Ballot” and all the information in 
this study starting the !rst week in September.

• LINK TO NATIONAL LEAGUE INFORMATION 
SITE.  Our local site will provide a link to a 

valuable source of voting information for 
the  en t i re  coun ty,  www.VOTE411.o rg

 • DEBATES—Our local League is currently arranging 
for televised candidate debates for Districts 8, 10 and 
11 which will be televised on Channel 10 (Fairfax 
County Public Television) at their Merri•eld location.

REGISTRATION- - League  members  w i l l 
be helping to register voters at several 
locations around the county until October 6.


