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It's Not Always Easy to Vote

This month’s study tackles some issues that have been surprisingly persistent in our democracyj—the
various barriers that stand in the way of our citizens exercising their right to vote. Over the years ceftain
elements of the population have taken a proprietary attitude toward suffrage, stpetina—
with the beginnings of our country when only white male property owners could {
We have obviously come a long way since then, but our study will demonstratg
we still need to re-craft our election laws to allow anyone who is eligible to vote |

be so hard to register to vote? Do voter ID laws hit certain elements of the pop
too hard? Why should it be harder to vote absentee in Virginia than it is to vote i
son? Why can’'t we vote on the weekend? And can we trust our voting machine
hope our study makes you a bit more aware of why we cannot take voting for gré

Calendar Inside This Issue
September
22  8"Cong Dist Debate, Fairfax Access Chanel,
7:00 PM

26  NCA Reception for LWVUS Board
28 Fairfax Cable Election, 1:00 PM

28 Kingstowne Library Outreach President's Message 2
30 Rosh Hashana (begins evening 6f)29 More Help Wanted 2
October _ _ Welcome to Our New Members 2
03  Novembefairfax VoterDeadline What's On the Ballot 2008 3-4
03  NCA Presidents’ Brunch/NCA Board Mtg So You Think you Have
04 Briesng/Elections-Part 2/ the Right to Vote EF1-EF8
Packard Ctr 10:00 AM Units Kickoff Workshop 5
04  Fall for Fairfax Outreach Action Faction 5
06 Last day to register for Nov. election Have a Debate Watching Party! 5
06 11" Cong Dist. Debates, Fairfax Public So There’s A Proffer . . . Then What? 6
Access/Channel 10, 7:00 PM LWV-VA Summer Workshops Successful 6
08 \oter 101 Class: Chantilly Reg. Lib., 7:30 AM Unit Meetings and Locations 7

12 Voter 101 Class: Sherwood Reg. Lib. 2:00 PM LWVFA Reaches Out To the

14 Woodlake Towers Condo Election. Public with Voter 101 Classes 7
15 \Voter 101 Class: Reston Reg. Lib., 7:30 PN
15 Board MeetingNov. UC Letter Deadline
18 RCC Election 10:00 AM-4:00 PM - Reston
20-24Voter Guidegublished

27 — Nov.4 VS Phones (turn on Oct.25)

31 Halloween

60 Years Strong - Needed Now More Than Ever
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The President’s MORE HELP WANTED!!
We still have a few openings in Reston@aturday,
M esSsage October 18for the Reston Community Center election.

The money (for LWVFA) is fantastic!

Another opportunity/ opening is duesday, October 14

Election Season is upon us and T _ :
at Woodlake Towers - part-time evening only.

League of Women Voters is an “icon” o

. falrnes§, neutrality and education du!’ln HURRY! Positions are «lling fast. Call or email Una
this season. We are doing our part for the community [o\nhite at 703-703-922-8721 or unawhite@gmail.com

providing a “course” on elections in Virginia ametCity and

County of Fairfax. We hope you, as a League member, f¢e|come to Our New Members

sharing the information contained in the Septendrat

Octoberrairfax Voterwith any and every person you meet.WVFA has six new members. Please welcome the
following members who joined locallyRaymund Nolan

Also this Fall, in addition to our “What’s On The Ballot?and Kathleen Pabla We're glad to have the following

(WOTB- see page8 and 4of this Voter) and ourVoters nationally recruited memberstynn Lashlee, Arlene

Guide, LWVFA is providing debates on TV. Thanks t@amm, Maura Yasin, andJudith Carter-Sandford .

the diligence oflaney Georgeas the new Voters Service

Outreach Director (and 2nd VP of LWVFA), we havé membership in the LWV is a great gift. If you av

partnered with Channel 10 (Fairfax Public Accedss, a friends or neighbors who are not members of the League

Fairfax Cable Access Corporation) to hold debates for thed who you discover are poll workers, thank them with

8th, 10th & 11th Congressional Districts. The debates argift of membership in the League of Women Voters. For

being broadcast ‘live’ on the internet and in Fairfax Countyrthdays and holidays consider giving the gift of League

on cable TV (Channel 10). Unfortunately, the 10th Distrigd your family. We know how much the League means to

debate was cancelled because two of the candidates cyoagedon’t keep it to yourself--share it with your neighbors,

not to participate. Broadcasts for the other debatre: friends, and loved ones.

September 2for the 8th District, and October 6 for the 11th

District, from 7 to 8PM. (See page 5 for more infation.) For information about membership gifts or about ryou

Jim Southworth, CEO of FCAC has been very generousiembership, please contact Leslie Vandivere at 703 222-

offer us this broadcasting opportunity. Thank you, Jim! 4173 or Ivandivere@cox.net

The Virginia League (LWVVA) had been planning for ovei[I LWVFA Fai
. . irfax Voter 2 -2

a year to hold a debate for the U.S. Senate race in Virghi airfax Voter 2008 - 2009

[between Mark Warner and Jim Gilmore]. CBS offered o his newsletter, partially fundedby the League of Women Voterg of

moderate and broadcast the debate thrloughout ahe s Fairfax Area Education Fund, is published 10 times from Septgm-

; o AL . ber to June each year by:
However, the vagaries of “politics” cancelled themt -- in .
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short, “political expediency” trumped educating the votefs 4026 Hummer Road. Suite 214
of Virginia. We are very disappointed that, once again, the Annandale, VA 22003-2403
League’s efforts to do what we do best, are not utilized. 703-658-9150 (Info/fax/answering machine)

www.lwv-fairfax.org  league@Iwv-fairfax.org

However, th_e_League does not I_et a few_obstacl_es getinpoyr .. . Sherry Zachry 703-703-8118
way of providing the best voter information available. Fer szachry@verizon.net
the erst time, LWVUS (the national League) is preparing Editor: Ron Page 703-690-0908

a Voters Guide for the Presidential race. That publicatipn pagegolfer@cox.net
will be available on Vote411.org, along with linksd | Ccordinator: Mary Grace Lintz 703-819-8274

election information for the entire country. Check it odit mglintz@comeast.net

and be proud that you are a member of this venerable Bygbscriptions to thairfax Voterare available to non Fairfax Leagde
venerateobrganization' members for $15 per annum.Send your check to the above address
’ and request a subscription.

Please e-mail address corrections to the ofece
Sherry or call 703-658-9150

www.lwv-fairfax.org






