
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
THE FAIRFAX CONNECTION

ABOUT THIS GUIDE 

The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area (LWVFA) is 
cooperating with The Connection Newspapers to produce this 
Voters' Guide to assist citizens in the City of Fairfax choose candidates 
for election to the O"ce of Mayor, City Council, and School Board.  
Registered voters who live within the City of Fairfax are eligible to 
vote.  The polls are open from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  City of Fairfax 
voters will vote at the following precincts:

Precinct One  Fairfax Presbyterian Church
  10723 Main Street

Precinct Two  City of Fairfax Police Station
  3730 Old Lee Highway

Precinct Three  Daniels Run School
  3705 Old Lee Highway

Precinct Four  Fairfax City Hall
  10455 Armstrong Street

Precinct Five  Fairfax High School
  3500 Old Lee Highway

Precinct Six  Christ Lutheran Church
  3810 Meredith Drive

The LWVFA sent a questionnaire to all candidates whose 
names were quali#ed to appear on the May 4, 2010 ballot.  
Biographies and responses to the questions appear as written by 
the candidates and are not edited except to comply with Voters' 
Guide style and stipulated word limitations. A ª//º at the end of 
the biography and/or responses indicates that the word limit was 
exceeded. The candidates' original responses are on #le with the 
LWVFA.  Candidates are listed in the order in which they will appear 
on the ballot.

The LWVFA is a nonpartisan political membership organization 
whose purpose is to encourage informed and active participation 
of citizens in government, increase understanding of major public 
policy issues, and in$uence public policy through education 
and advocacy. The LWVFA does not support any political party or 
candidate.

For more information on the Spring 2010 Voters' Guide, or the 
LWVFA, please contact 703-658-9150 or visit www.lwv-fairfax.org.

For additional information on the May 4, 2010 election, including 
voter registration or eligibility, polling location, or absentee voting, 

contact the City of Fairfax General Registrar at 703-385-7890 or 
generalregistrar@fairfaxva.gov or contact the Virginia State Board 
of Elections at 800-552-9745 or visit www.sbe.virginia.gov.

IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED TO VOTE
Election o"cers at all polling places are required to request 

identi#cation from each voter. PLEASE BRING IDENTIFICATION 
WHEN YOU COME TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2010.  

Acceptable forms of identi#cation can be any ONE of the 
following: 

�t��Virginia Voter Information Card
�t��Valid United States passport
�t��Social Security card
�t��Valid Virginia driver's license, or special identi#cation card 

issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles
�t��Military identi#cation
�t��Any Federal, state, or local government-issued identi#cation 

card
�t��Employee-issued photo identi#cation card
If you do not have an acceptable form of identi#cation, you must 

complete, under oath, an A"rmation of Identity to cast your ballot.

2010 SPRING VOTERS' GUIDE

CANDIDATES FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL " CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

The League of Women Voters"

GENERAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2010
POLLS OPEN 6:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.

CITY OF FAIRFAX MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

THE OFFICE

TERMS: Two years
SALARIES: Mayor, $6,500 per year; City Council 
members, $4,500 per year
DUTIES: The mayor presides over council meet-
ings, has veto power that may be overridden by a 
two-thirds vote of the council, represents the city 

for ceremonial purposes and votes only to resolve 
ties. The City Council determines policy, enacts or-
dinances; levies taxes, adopts the budget, borrows 
money; provides for organizational conduct and 
operation of all departments, bureaus, boards, com-
!"##"$%#&'$()*+#',%-',.+%*"+#'$('/0+'*"/12',33$"%/#'
the city manager and members of advisory boards 
and commissions.

BIOGRAPHY AND QUESTIONS
BIOGRAPHY: Background provided by each 
candidate. 

THE QUESTIONS
Would you support moving the City of Fairfax May 

general ELECTIONS to the date of the Novem-
ber general election?  Why or why not?

What, if any, proposals in the advertised Fairfax Coun-
ty Fiscal Year 2011 BUDGET do you believe could 
have negative consequences for the residents of 
the City of Fairfax?  How would you work to re-
solve these as an elected leader in your jurisdiction?

What is an ISSUE that you believe is important to 
residents of the City of Fairfax, and how would 
you address it?

CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR, CITY OF FAIRFAX ± VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE (1)

BIOGRAPHY: BS/BA University of Richmond; CEO Inter-
national Trade Association; City of Fairfax Mayor since 2002; 
5 Term member of City Council; Lifelong City of Fairfax resi-
dent, graduate of City schools; Former President Fairchester 
Woods Civic Association; Former Vice President Cobbdale 
Civic Association. Wife, Maureen; Children, Ashley, Brooke 
and Caitlin.
ELECTIONS: No. I have found over years past that partisan 

politics has no relevance in dealing with important City re-
lated issues. May elections ensure voter interest in City spe-
*")*'"##4+#5
BUDGET: The City of Fairfax has already expressed con-
cern with the Fairfax County budget in two areas. First, their 
budget has a direct impact on us due to our contract with the 
County to help run our City schools. We rely on our Fairfax 
City School Board to negotiate with the County on behalf of 
the CityÕs interests. The County has also planned on a reduc-
tion of hours for the City of Fairfax library.
ISSUE: Maintaining the lowest overall tax burden in Northern 
Virginia, while providing the highest level of City services.  

This will be accomplished by making tough decisions in ap-
proving the 2011 budget.
CONTACT: 703-591-8217            lederer@pestworld.org

Robert F. Lederer
Incumbent

BIOGRAPHY: Four terms City Council. CityÕs representative 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission, Potomac Watershed 
Roundtable. Ten years Board of Architectural Review. Current-
ly Board of Directors Fairfax Rotary Club, City Fairfax Band, 
Theater First Amendment, Central Fairfax Chamber Commerce, 
Downtown Fairfax Coalition. Founder, Destination Fairfax. B.A. 
University of Iowa. Retired, Marketing Director.
ELECTIONS: I would not favor combining the May city elections 

with the November general elections. Staging elections is a very 
expensive process. Nevertheless, the importance of selecting our 
local leaders, separate and apart from national and state races and 
issues, insures that the cityÕs practice of non-partisan elections will 
be preserved and local issues will be given the focus they deserve. 
BUDGET: The greatest impact on city revenues is the cost of 
tuition the city pays Fairfax County Schools for the education 
of our young people. 34% of city revenues are devoted to the 
school contract. Working through our local school board, the 
city must pay special attention to equitable state and federal 
allocations for our region. The good relationship and com-
munication between city and county school administrators is 

extremely important and must be maintained.
ISSUE: The economic vitality of our city is threatened on a 
daily basis by competing interests on our very borders. With-
out the economic well-being of our commercial sector, the 
taxpayers in the city would face much higher tax bills, services 
would be curtailed and the unique quality of life in our city 
would be quite different. Directed growth for our city is some-
thing that must be encouraged - not discouraged. In addition, 
citizens of our city must make the conscious decision to direct 
their spending to City of Fairfax businesses where their dollars 
and taxes will support commerce here at home. 
CONTACT: 793-273-2930     joan4council@yahoo.com

Joan W. Cross
Incumbent

CANDIDATES FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL ± VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN SIX (6)



VOTE
GENERAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2010

POLLS OPEN 6:00  A.M. TO 7:00  P.M.

CANDIDATES FOR CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL (CONTINUED)

BIOGRAPHY: I have worked 20 years for ExxonMobil and 
am currently the Global Marketing Support Manager. I have 
degrees from Penn State, Temple and Columbia Universities.  
My wife, three children and I have made our home in Fairfax 
for 10 years. I also serve on the Fairfax Economic Develop-
ment Authority.
ELECTIONS: Maintaining a May general election will keep 
the process non partisan and allow voters to focus solely on 
"##4+#'#3+*")*'/$'/0+'*"/15

BUDGET: Our local property taxes are under pressure due 
/$'*466+%/',%-'($6+*,#/+-'74-.+/'-+)*"/#5'8%'"%*6+,#+',7$9+'
/0+'/,:'+;4,<"=,/"$%'6,/+'>"<<'3<,*+','.6+,/+6')%,%*",<'746-+%'
$%'*"/1'6+#"-+%/#5'?%',--"/"$%&'>+'%++-'/$'"%9+#/'#".%")*,%/<1'
in capital improvements over the next decade due to an aging 
infrastructure. As an elected leader, I will pursue smart growth 
for the city, balancing economic development, livable com-
munities and open space. The vision is to build a greater eco-
nomic base to support a range of city services, strong schools 
and to fund needed capital outlays, all while maintaining a 
reasonable tax burden on our residents. 
ISSUE: I believe our most important issue is the economic 
viability of the city. We are surrounded by a growing and de-

veloping county and will continue to suffer revenue leakage 
away from the local economy into newly developed areas like 
@,"6(,:'A$6%+6',%-'/0+'($6/0*$!"%.'B+66")+<-'C$>%'A+%/+65'
Our competitive position will continue to weaken if our pri-
mary economic corridor, the boulevard, maintains its image of 
old motels, car dealerships and strip malls. To secure our share 
of the areaÕs growth, we must smartly develop the boulevard 
and continue to invigorate other areas of economic activity 
like Old Town Fairfax. LetÕs collectively support building and 
sustaining economic growth and invest now in order to create 
value for all of us and future generations.
CONTACT: 703-383-1934   demarco2121@verizon.net

Michael J. DeMarco
Challenger

BIOGRAPHY:'D,%"+<'@5'D64!!$%-'"#'#+69"%.'0"#')6#/'/+6!'
on City Council. Drummond was a member of the Economic 
Development Authority, the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board and the 2004 School Bonds Task Force Steering Com-
mittee. He represents the City on the Metropolitan Washington 
Council Board of Directors, serving as Secretary-Treasurer. //
ELECTIONS: No. I believe that having in the elections in 
B,1'36$9"-+#'#+9+6,<'7+%+)/#' /$'A"/1'6+#"-+%/#5'E1'0,9"%.'
the the elections in May, citizens can focus on the issues that 

affect them on a daily basis, choosing their representatives 
without the overhang of national or state elections. And be-
cause we are non-partisan, candidates are able to run a much 
more civic-focused campaign that does not have the same 
acrimony associated with the partisan campaigns in the fall. 
BUDGET: Library service is being cut in a way that may 
0,9+' ,' #".%")*,%/' %+.,/"9+' +((+*/' "%' /0+' A"/15'F+' 0,9+' /0+'
City of Fairfax Regional Library. It is the crown jewel of 
our downtown renaissance. We have 40,000 people that 
come to our downtown because of the library. With hours 
being cut, we would see a drop in those numbers. As for 
solutions, the Council has expressed their concern to the 
County and I have personally talked with members of 

the Boards of Supervisors. Ultimately, itÕs in their hands. 
ISSUE: Economic development has been a focus of mine dur-
"%.' !1')6#/' /+6!' ,%-'"/'>"<<'*$%/"%4+'/$'7+'-46"%.'!1'%+:/'
term. WeÕve been successful in getting more funding for trans-
portation for economic development and we are working hard 
with developers to encourage them to look and re-develop 
here in the City. Personally, I will focus on a ÒLive Here. Buy 
Here.Ó initiative that encourages people to keep their business 
in the City, support a new restaurant association and look for 
"%%$9,/"9+'347<"*G36"9,/+')%,%*"%.'$33$6/4%"/"+#5
CONTACT: 703-218-4090        dan@danforfairfax.com

Daniel F. Drummond
Incumbent

BIOGRAPHY: BS Physiology; BS Chemistry; MS Environ-
mental Engineering. Married 20 years; Children ages 14 and 
12. Engineer 15 years with EPA municipal permitting division; 
Managed 2 multimillion dollar contracts, supervising 35 project 
managers. Mosby Woods resident 15 years; Served on Board of 
Directors for 13. Adapted Aquatics Volunteer for 8 years.
ELECTIONS: I prefer to keep the current dates. PeopleÕs 
lives are very hectic in the fall due to back to school events. 

Face to face campaign time would suffer as a result. Starting 
the Mayor and council terms at our July 4th festivities is a good 
way to kick off the new terms and it gives the school board 
time to gear up.
BUDGET: Cuts to the school budget would have the larg-
est impact on the City, but cuts to DPW road & sign repair 
and snow removal would also greatly impact City residents 
since we must travel through the county to get outside the 
city. We have contracts regarding schools, so I am sure the 
City lawyers would have be involved to make sure both par-
ties abide by the contracts. Beyond legal issues I believe that 
negotiation might help resolve issues and then we might have 

/$'-+/+6!"%+'"('*"/"=+%#'>,%/'A"/1'!$%+1'/$'):'>0,/'6+!,"%#'
of issues.
ISSUE: I have noticed that the council seems to have made up 
their minds on various issues by the time the public hearings 
are held. I believe that public opinion needs to be gathered 
at the beginning of the process so that the council can con-
sider public input FULLY. Our citizens come from a wealth 
of highly diverse educational and cultural backgrounds. Cur-
rently citizen input comes too late in the process. This pro-
*+##',((+*/#',<<'"##4+#'7+($6+'/0+'*$4%*"<'#$'):"%.'/0+'36$*+##'
would help with ALL issues the City faces.
#CONTACT: 703-591-4969                 crismkcg@yahoo.com

Cristina Lee Gaines
Challenger

BIOGRAPHY:' A$G$>%+6&' H6++%)+<-' I%/+636"#+#&' JJA2'
Masters in Public Administration, GMU; B.A. Political Sci-
ence, GMU; Leadership Fairfax; Fairfax High School; Eagle 
Scout; Northern Virginia Transportation Commission; Wash-
ington Metropolitan Council of Governments Board of Direc-
tors; Metropolitan Development Policy Committee; Human 
Services and Public Safety Policy Committee; Livable City 
Taskforce 
ELECTIONS: No. The May election has been the one elec-
tion that focuses on local issues for decades. Consolidating 

the May election into a November election means that local 
issues would be overshadowed by state and federal issues.  
Further, the tendency to bring partisanship into non-partisan 
City elections is too great.  
BUDGET: In 2008, the City built and opened the premier 
library in the County system and likely Northern Virginia. It 
$3+%+-'>"/0'(4<<'#/,()%.',%-'#+69"*+'0$46#'/$/,<"%.'KL'0$46#'3+6'
week. This year, those hours were reduced to 57 per week.  
 The County executiveÕs proposed budget further reduces 
those hours to 51 per week with no help desk services offered 
on Sundays. Additionally, childrenÕs programming would be 
eliminated on weekends and reduced during the week.  
 It is hard to imagine that libraries are considered dis-
cretionary. While budgets are tight in almost every part of 

Northern Virginia, priority should be given to regional librar-
"+#5'?'>$4<-'>$6M'>"/0'*$<<+,.4+#'"%'/0+'A$4%/1'/$')%-','>,1'
/$'36$9"-+'(4<<'#/,()%.',%-'<$%.+6'0$46#'($6'/0"#'!4*0'%++-+-'
community treasure!
ISSUE: The CityÕs budget. The continued downturn in the 
residential real estate market and a sluggish economy, in 
which projected revenues at current rates are unable to meet 
rising projected expenditures, present the most challenging 
budget we have seen since our incorporation. Facing a $11.5 
million shortfall, it is imperative that we control spending and 
work to reduce the tax burden on residents.  
CONTACT:'NOPGLQRGSNRT' '''''''''U+((VU+((.6++%)+<-5$6.

Je$rey C. Green%eld
Incumbent

BIOGRAPHY: B.A. Political Science, Randolph-Macon 
College; MPA, American University; Senior Executive, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission; elected to City Council, 
2008;  President, Fairfax H.S. PTSA; President, Old Lee Hills 
Civic Association; Director, Historic Fairfax City, Inc.; Co-
author, Fairfax, VA - A City Traveling Through Time; Assis-
tant Scoutmaster Troop 187; Appalachian Service Project.
ELECTIONS: No, I believe holding the City elections in May 
,()6!#' /0+'%$%G3,6/"#,%'*0,6,*/+6'$(' /0+'A"/1W#'+<+*/"$%#' ,%-'

allows citizens to focus on those issues that directly affect city 
<"(+',%-'#3+,M'-"6+*/<1'/$'*,%-"-,/+#'($6'*"/1'$()*+#5'F+'*$%-
tinually need to encourage City voters to participate in the May 
elections, as their engagement in City issues helps the Council 
better represent all citizens within the City of Fairfax.
BUDGET: The suspension of a portion of VRS payments 
by the General Assembly for the next two years made ap-
proximately $109 million potentially available to the County 
Schools, but this money must be paid back in two years. This 
Ònew foundÓ money will enable the Board of Supervisors to 
M++3'#*0$$<'(4%-"%.'X,/'"%'SORR',%-'>"<<'M++3'/0+'A"/1W#'/4-
ition bill to the County fairly stable. The challenge will come 
in 2013 when stimulus money ends, while at the same time 

the County must begin to repay VRS funds Ð these County 
costs could substantially increase the CityÕs contract costs 
for education. I will work with our School Board and County 
$()*",<#'/$'+%*$46,.+'/0+'A$4%/1'/$'#+;4+#/+6'YZ['(4%-#',#'
much as possible to lesson the potential negative impact in 
2012 and 2013.
ISSUE: Economic development along Fairfax Boulevard is 
critical for the long-term viability of our city. We cannot con-
tinue to enjoy our competitive tax rates and superior services 
and amenities without private/public partnerships to spur in-
vestment in vibrant, 21st century commercial projects.
CONTACT: 703-691-8852 or 703-409-7057  
davidLmeyer@verizon.net

David L. Meyer
Incumbent

CANDIDATES FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL " CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



CANDIDATES FOR CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL (CONTINUED)

BIOGRAPHY: Bachelor of Arts, University of Missouri-
Columbia, Executive Vice President Cardinal Bank, 40 year 
resident of the City of Fairfax, Community Activities:  Board 
of Directors, Historic Fairfax City, Inc., Board of Directors, 
Fairfax County Crime Solvers, Past President, Kiwanis Club 
of Fairfax, Leadership Fairfax Class of 1998.
ELECTIONS: I would not support moving the City of Fairfax 
May general elections to the date of the November general 

elections.  Holding the City general elections in May, as non 
partisan local elections, allows the voters in the City to focus 
on the local issues at hand.  If the mayor and city council elec-
tions were held in November the issues could be diluted when 
combined with state and national issues.
BUDGET: The City of Fairfax currently contracts with Fair-
fax County for schools and a number of other services such 
as those provided by the Department of Family Services, the 
Health Department, the Court System, Department of Neigh-
borhood and Community Services and the library.  Reduction 
in spending in the Fairfax County budget could impact these 
areas and therefore have negative consequences for the resi-

dents of the City.   It is important for the leaders of the City of 
Fairfax to maintain open communication with the leaders of 
Fairfax County in order to identify and remediate issues.
ISSUE: Maintaining quality services while paying lower 
taxes than residents in neighboring jurisdictions is important 
to City residents.  We continue to face challenging times with 
our economy.  It is essential to have a well disciplined ap-
proach to budgeting and spending to ensure our outstanding 
bond rating and quality services.  Promoting economic devel-
opment is important as it is the base upon which our low tax 
rates are possible.
CONTACT: 703-740-7951  eldsch@aol.com

Eleanor D. ªEllieº Schmidt
Challenger

BIOGRAPHY: Personal: Married to Kristen; Children: Ka-
tie, Ellie and Jimmy; Virginia Tech, BA, History. Profes-
sional: Congressional Staff , U.S. House of Representatives; 
Retired, U.S. Army Reserve. Community Activities: Alter-
nate Commissioner, Northern Virginia Transportation Com-
mission; Volunteer, FPYC Soccer; Member, Historic Fairfax 
City, Inc.; Member, Daniels Run PTA; Member American 
Legion Post 177
ELECTIONS: I would not support moving the general elec-
tion date to November. Voting in May preserves the indepen-

dent nature of our elections and ensures that issues affecting 
the City of Fairfax are the focus of voters when they go to the 
polls to elect their Mayor, City Council, and School Board.#
BUDGET: ?%#4()*"+%/' (4%-"%.' ($6' 6+."$%,<' /6,%#3$6/,/"$%'
projects and cuts to our schools would have the most negative 
consequences for the City of Fairfax. Continued development 
$%'A"/1'7$6-+6#'"%*6+,#+#'/6,()*'$%'$46'6$,-#',%-'0,#','!,U$6'
impact on our aging infrastructure. Addressing transportation 
and education issues requires a regional approach so that we 
*,%'!,:"!"=+'(4%-"%.',%-'36+#+%/','4%")+-'9$"*+'/$'$46'<+,--
ers in Richmond. I will be a tireless advocate for the City and 
am committed to working with the Fairfax County Board of 
[43+69"#$6#' /$' -+9+<$3' !4/4,<<1' 7+%+)*",<' #$<4/"$%#' /$' /0+'
problems we are facing.

ISSUE: Residents have consistently spoken to me about 
increasing economic development, keeping our taxes low, 
maintaining reliable services, and protecting our environ-
ment. We must create a business friendly environment that 
encourages investment in the City, avoid raising taxes on in-
-"9"-4,<#',%-'74#"%+##+#'-46"%.','6+*+##"$%&'36$/+*/'$46')6#/'
class services that people rely upon, and continue to advocate 
for a healthy environment. As we plan for the future, we must 
always keep one eye on our historic past so that we maintain 
the small town charm that residents of our City have known 
and loved for generations.
CONTACT: 703-279-5187         Steve@SteveforFairfax.com

Steven C. Stombres 
Incumbent

CITY OF FAIRFAX SCHOOL BOARD

THE OFFICE

TERM: Two years
SALARIES: Chairperson, $2,300 per year; Board members, $1,800 
per year. 
DUTIES: The School Board monitors terms and conditions of agree-
ments with the Fairfax County Public Schools; develops and oversees 

annual operation of the capital improvements budget for two elemen-
tary schools, one middle school, and one high school.

BIOGRAPHY AND QUESTIONS
BIOGRAPHY: Background provided by each candidate.
THE QUESTIONS
What proposals in the Fairfax County SuperintendentÕs proposed Fis-

cal Year 2011 BUDGET do you believe could create the most nega-
tive consequences for the school-age children in the City of Fairfax?  
As a member of the City of Fairfax School Board, how would you 
address these proposals?  

What other school ISSUE do you believe is important to the residents 
of the City of Fairfax, and how would you address it?

BIOGRAPHY: Defense contractor; BS (Aerospace Engineer-
ing), MasterÕs (Engineering Management); Captain (U.S. 
Navy Reserve); Current City of Fairfax School Board; Cur-
rent Chairman, VSBA, Northeastern Region; Southeast Fair-
fax Citizens Association; American Legion; Cub Scouts / Boy 
Scouts Ð Leadership; Married (wife-Sharon, sons-Samuel and 
Benjamin)
BUDGET: During the last two budgets class size was in-
creased by 0.5 students each year.  This, coupled with sal-

ary freezes, and potential additional class size increases if 
funding remains below the requested levels, will have the 
greatest negative consequence. These reductions may result 
"%'/0+'<$##'$('/+,*0+6#&'<+,-'/$'-"()*4</"+#'"%'6+*64"/"%.',%-'
keeping high-caliber teachers, and may adversely affect the 
way instruction is provided in classrooms. The board will 
address this issue by maintaining the best facilities available 
and by continuing to provide support for unique enrichment 
opportunities such as AP course support and accelerated 
math skills camps. I will advocate our boardÕs historically 
effective partnership with the county, which has allowed our 
schools to participate in unique, proven programs and tech-
nologies which have enhanced classroom instruction.

ISSUE: Graduating students prepared for higher education 
and participation in the 21st Century economy will require 
an emphasis on meeting the individual educational needs of 
students. The school board has developed, and I advocate, 
the ÔRoad Map to Academic Success (K-12)Õ. This guide 
provides students and parents with an academic sequence of 
courses that can enhance and help shape the student/parent/
school counselor partnership important to assisting the stu-
dent in meeting his/her educational needs.
CONTACT: 202-548-8858 or 703-209-5998
jbuttram@csc.com

Jon A. Buttram
Incumbent

CANDIDATES FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFAX SCHOOL BOARD ± VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN FIVE (5)

CANDIDATES FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFAX SCHOOL BOARD " CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

BIOGRAPHY: Education BA Psychology, Cal State Uni-
versity, Los Angeles: Concentrations in Philosophy, Busi-
ness, Math & Statistics; Occupation  Retired. Career spanned 
Personnel Administration, Teaching, Writing, Research, 
Computer Programming, Program & Budget Analysis. Civic 
Activities  Comstock HOA Bylaws, CovenantsÉ, Rules 
Revision Committee; Watchdog (opponent) of Elementary 
School Task Force; Citizen committee opposing tank farm 
expansion.
ELECTIONS: Yes! It would produce larger turnouts for City 

elections and lower total election costs, but lengthen voter 
<"%+#&'-+<,1'9$/+'/,<<1"%.&',%-'6"#M'*$%X"*/"%.'/"!+#'($6'*,%-
didate forums. 
BUDGET: The Fairfax City Budget is not entirely inde-
pendent of the Fairfax County Budget; many functions are 
shared. Naturally, then, many County cuts will also cause cuts 
in City ServicesÑbeyond those City cuts arising from the 
CityÕs similar economic downturn. 
 Residents will more likely notice budget cuts made to ser-
vices they personally, consciously use, e.g., parks and other 
open spaces, recreation centers, librariesÑas p. 19, vol. 3 of 
the Fiscal Year 2011 Advertised Budget Plan of Fairfax Coun-
ty suggests. (However, cuts in Police and Fire budgets will 
increase response times, compromise public safety.) Page 11 

of Vol. 1 of that budget shows a $3,138,768 slash (13.04%) 
[from the FY 2010 Revised Budget Plan of Fairfax Co.] for 
the Park Authority; the corresponding cut for the Fairfax 
County Public Library is $5,317,536 (17.36%). Hours cut 
weekly at the City Regional Library (2010 + 2011) are 6 + 7, 
a 21.3% total reduction.
 The obvious way to compensate for those cuts in City li-
brary hours is to proportionally reduce the CityÕs payments to 
the County Library systemÑwhich staffs the regional library 
our City built.     
ISSUE: Stop reckless, incompetent spending. (See shock-
ing examples in Washington PostÕs ÒVoter GuideÓ, April 29, 
2010.)
CONTACT: 703-425-1287     gallantknight70x7@gmail.com

Gerald T. ªJerryº O'Dell
Challenger

GENERAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2010
POLLS OPEN 6:00  A.M. TO 7:00  P.M.



BIOGRAPHY: I have a BachelorÕs of Arts in Elementary Ed-
ucation from Virginia Tech and a MasterÕs in Education from 
George Mason University. I was a teacher in Prince William 
County Public Schools for nine years, where I received the 
Teacher of Excellence Award. Currently, I teach at Flint Hill 
School. 
BUDGET: The proposal to increase class size will create the 
most negative consequences for school age children in Fair-

fax City because the effects are far reaching. With increased 
class sizes comes decreasing student achievement through 
less individualized instruction. Needy students are receiving 
less intensive instruction and remediation. Higher achieving 
students receive less enriched instruction due to a lack of 
individualized teacher support. As a member of the City of 
@,"6(,:'[*0$$<'E$,6-&'?'>$4<-'6+<,1'6+#+,6*0')%-"%.#'/$'/0+'
county school board and appeal to their understanding that 
smaller class sizes and differentiation are a necessity for suc-
cessful learning experiences.
ISSUE: I believe that the City of Fairfax residents are con-
cerned  about which programs may be eliminated, and wheth-

er other secured programs may be greatly diminished. Many 
of these programs are what make our city schools part of a 
premiere school system. My approach would be to ensure 
that secure programs continue to be supported and further 
enriched through our school budget monies, while exploring 
strategies for substituting comparable after school programs 
for any discontinued programs. This could be done by creat-
ing after school clubs or camps that provide students with the 
services previously received during the school day.
CONTACT: 703-352-3256           cjpitches@yahoo.com

Carolyn S. Pitches
Challenger

BIOGRAPHY: Current member, City School Board; BA,
Philosophy, St. Bonaventure University; MA, Linguistics, 
MA, Humanities, University of Chicago; former editor-
in-chief; former computer programmer; PTA president, 
elementary, middle, high schools; past member, County Su-
perintendentÕs Business and Community Advisory Council, 
City School Board Facilities Planning Committee, School 
Bond Task Force, Fairfax Community Coalition

BUDGET: The most serious proposed cut is the raising of 
class size. Adding a child or two to a class may not seem criti-
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allocate additional positions for a schoolÕs special needs. For 
example, if a school has many English language learners, a 
principal may hire a part-time ESOL teacher. The same holds 
true for a school that needs more enriched academics or read-
"%.'6+!+-",/"$%5'Z,"#"%.'*<,##'#"=+'<"!"/#'36"%*"3,<#W'X+:"7"<"/1'
to meet the needs of their schools. Since the County provides 
instructional service, the City School Board is limited in what 
it can do. However, City instructional support money can en-
hance both enrichment and remediation.

ISSUE: The City Schools serve a diverse student population. 
Residents, who are proud of their schools, want these children 
to get the best education available. I support the concept of 
professional learning communities, in which teachers collabo-
rate across a grade level or subject to ensure that each student 
is learning. There also needs to be a planned curriculum con-
tinuum from the elementary to the middle to the secondary 
program. The Board has provided professional development 
money to achieve this and should continue to do so.
CONTACT: 703-591-5899    tobe68@cox.net

Tobin M. ªTobyº Sorensen
Incumbent

BIOGRAPHY: Fairfax City resident since 1964; married, 
two stepdaughters. Taught English, Fairfax High School, 
1977Ð2009; Teacher of the Year, 2003. FHS Head Wrestling 
Coach, 1984Ð2008; VHSL Wrestling Coach of the Year, 2004. 
Freshman Football Coach, 1977Ðpresent. Education: Fairfax 
High, 1972; B.A., M.A., William & Mary; Ph.D., English, 
GWU.
BUDGET: The Superintendent has an unenviable task in 

making yet another round of cutbacks, but those that seem 
to me Òmost negativeÓ are the ones with direct impact on the 
kids: the increase in class size, and the reduction or elimina-
/"$%'$(',<<G-,1'M"%-+6.,6/+%&'+<+!+%/,61'36$.6,!#'"%')%+',6/#'
and foreign language, freshman sports, and summer school. 
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and gauge their level of concern (e.g., the outcry to save fresh-
man sports), study the alternatives, weigh in at public forums, 
and then act to support the county programs I believe most 
valuable. 
ISSUE: Much of our pride in Fairfax City comes from our 
four superbly renovated and equipped school buildings. Our 

city contracts with Fairfax County for much of our educa-
/"$%,<'#/,()%.&'74-.+/&',%-'*466"*4<4!&'74/'$%+'<,6.+'36"$6"/1'
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damage, or analyze air quality, or monitor the expenditure of 
construction bond money, it is a crucial one. You can be sure 
that I will devote considerable attention and effort to main-
taining and improving our physical resources.
CONTACT: 703-927-9433     sut4schoolboard@verizon.net

Mitch A. ªSutº Sutter%eld
Challenger

CANDIDATES FOR CITY OF FAIRFAX SCHOOL BOARD (CONTINUED)

BIOGRAPHY: City resident and community leader since 
1970.  School Board 1996-current, 1977-1980, 1982-1992, City 
Council, 1992-1994, PRAB 1995-1997. Providence Elemen-
tary School Mentor.  Member:  Historic Fairfax Inc, Friends of 
Fairfax, Chocolate Lovers Festival. Leadership positions with 
PTA groups and youth activities. Graduate University of Kan-
sas, BS Education. Married, four children, four grandchildren.
BUDGET:'C0+'36$3$#,<'/$'"%*6+,#+'*<,##'#"=+'"%/+%#")+#'36+#-

sure on both teachers and students. It is imperative to work with 
the county school board and staff to review existing resources so 
class size remains at current levels. If programs such as FLES 
are eliminated city schools could offer similar fee based after 
school classes through the City Recreation Department. The 
School Board provides grants to our four city schools to provide 
professional development, AP Boot Camp, Honors Math Camp 
and academic support programs for struggling students. Any re-
ductions will be carefully scrutinized as the board continues to 
36$9"-+'!$-+#/')%,%*",<',##"#/,%*+'/$',<<'($46'#*0$$<#5
ISSUE: Contractual oversight is the fundamental responsi-
bility of the City School Board.  This unique partnership be-

tween the two boards provides opportunities to advocate for 
appropriate academic opportunities for all students, to keep 
excellent and activist principals in our buildings, to offer an 
outstanding and challenging curriculum and to expect the best 
efforts from all students. Meeting federal and state testing 
standards will continue to be a priority. Community dialogue 
should continue through e-Close-up and community forums.  
The Board must be accountable to our community, families 
,%-'#/4-+%/#'/$'4#+')%,%*",<'6+#$46*+#'>"#+<1'>0"<+'$((+6"%.'
quality educational programs.
CONTACT: 703-691-1749 or 703-731-0194  
jmiller@patriot.net

Janice B. Miller
Incumbent

BIOGRAPHY: Husband & Father. Experience: Decades 
"%' .$9+6%!+%/&' /0+' 36"9,/+' #+*/$6' ,%-'%$%G36$)/' *$!!4%"-
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Management. Community Leadership: Fairfax ÒHostÓ Lions; 
NOVA Parents of Multiples; Chancery Park HOA; Congre-
gation Olam Tikvah. PTA: Providence and Mosby Woods 
Elementary Schools. BA, American University; MA student, 
George Mason University.

BUDGET: Cuts to bands, athletics, foreign language and 
other programs that expand childrenÕs minds beyond basics 
would negatively impact my kids Ð and yours.  Education 
spending has increased by 60% since 1999 with too much go-
ing to costs outside the classrooms. But classrooms face the 
*4/#')6#/5'?'>"<<'4#+'!1'+:3+6"+%*+'!,%,."%.'*$%/6,*/#',%-'!1'
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classrooms and kids and to make sure the county meets its ob-
ligation to the City under our contract. School Board members 
are the CityÕs voice in these negotiations Ð there needs to be a 
voice of a parent and of a manager in the mix. I will bring that 
voice and that fresh perspective to the debate.

ISSUE: With the increased cost per pupil and the growing 
number of children in our schools, the City now spends more 
on Education than on Fire, Police, Parks and Public Works Ð 
A^BE?_ID5'F+'!4#/'7+'(64.,<'#/+>,6-#',%-').0/'/$'!, M+'
sure we get good value for our money.  We need to focus on 
where we spent extra money during the good times and start 
there as we tighten our belts today.
CONTACT: 703-901-4667              jim@jimkaplan.com

Jim L. Kaplan
Challenger


