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Tysons Corner: What's Next?

You've seen the lane closings and re-routings, the ramp relocations, the large machinery, the
dust and mud—especially around Tysons Corner. You might even have experienced attgmpts
to get people out of their cars and convey them to Tysons in some other
way. A recentPostarticle says getting people out of their cars withi
Tysons Corner is a preview of the future Tysons. Is it? Come and hear
Clark Tyler, chair of the Tysons Corner Land Use Task Force, talk abqut
the long-running committee’s vision for a new Tysons Corner, and thje
prospects for their plan coming to fruition. Get your reservation in
January 15. (Form inside)

Calendar Inside This Issue

January (No unit meetings)
01 New Year’s Day )
02 Februaryrairfax VOTERdeadline President’s Message 2
04 Schools//LWVFA oflce reopen Warm Welcome to New Members 2
06 LWVUS program recommendations due In Memoriam - Marilyn Grove 2
09 No. Va. G.A. delegates public hearing Packard Center Plans Updated 2
13 Gen. Assembly convenes (60 days) Addition to Land Use Position Approved 3
18 MLK Day/schools closed Tyler to Speak at General Meeting 4
20 Board MeetingFeb.UC letter deadline General Meeting Registration Form 4
20 WRT begins in Richmond A New Tysons: Vision or Pipe Dream? EF 1
23 ngerrfll MeetingCountry Club of Leaguers Flock to Richmond 5

Fairfax: Update on Tysons Corner dev. Colvard Book on Suffrage Movement
25-26 FCPS public hearing on FY11 budget . 9
27 League Dayat G.A. in Richmond/WRT Published 6
30 Mt. Vernon Town Mtg. — Outreach Fa]l Tea Held to Welcome l\!ew Members 6
February (Black History Month) Join LWV-VA Members in Richmond 6
01 MarchFairfax VOTERdeadline Public Urged to Become Aware of
03 WRT in Richmond Domestic Violence Impact 7
06 Brie!ng: Packard Center 10 a.m.
08-11 Units: Strategies for a Secure World
10 WRT in Richmond
14 League founded in 1920 (9@nniv.)

60 Years Strong - Needed Now More Than Ever



The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area October 2009

The President’s
Message

In Memoriam

We are sad to report another Fairfax Leaguer’'dded
Happy New Year" Anew year—whatdog$ Marilyn Grove, of Herndon, died on Novembe
that mean to you? A fresh slate, turniffd 28. Mary Valder, member of the former Chantilly
over a new leaf, list of resolutions, et Herndon unit, remembers her as an active ufjt
Most people make out a wish list instedd member who served on many of the same committ¢es
of a realistic list. So, let LWVFA make a realistic list afjdl and assisted at LWVUS Conventions in Washingtd.
focus on one goal, increased membership. | know, | knpw,A volunteer at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Marilyn

that was last year’s goal and focus. Well, it worked so WHll, is survived by her husband, Jon, two children andfa
let's try it again. We had a very successful New Membgrsgrandson.

Reception. And we have plans to do this again in the
on a Saturday or week night for the people that work.
method used to involve and embrace our new member Jus=a

one-on-one approach. And this approach is as much for?e

“old timers” as the new members. As new members tell saC kard Center

of their interests and ask questions, it opens a new wa

seeing things and avenues to explore and discover. mgAggsignRggt(Eeegge recently receive "

Just thinking about all the new people and new ideas ah85H1® county Park Authority’s plans regarding renovations
of us this year is exciting and, yes, | have toiadomewhat at the Packard Center where we have our oflce space. We

intimidating. But | have always found that discomg new 1ad Préviously been told that we would have to mutdor

ideas and possibilities somehow strengthens my long-h@¢ear and when we returned, our lease cost would double.
belief in keeping an open mind and welcoming the neWlé{gwever, a recent e-mail to all current tenants indicates a

well as honoring the old. New and old are not always Bf'C1 Iess disruptive situation. Bringing the building up to
odds, and without the new, the old becomes staléifatess C°de: Primarily by replacing the HVAC system and some

windows, will likely start in October and last about three

after a while. o i

months. Furnishings will not have to be totally cered and
So, here’s to a new year full of new ideas, members and (SeePlans Updated p. 3, Col. 2)
activities that enrich and support the League and ourselyes
Peace, joy and love for you and yours this New.Y&hank LWVFA Fairfax VOTER 2009 - 2010

you for all you do for the League.
This newsletter, partially funded by the League of Women Votefs

of the Fairfax Area Education Fund, is published 10 times each
year from September to June by:
The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area

New Member News . . 4026 Hummer Road, Suite 214
Annandale, VA 22003-2403

Janey

703-658-9150 (Info/fax/answering machine)
A Warm Welcome www.lwv-fairfax.org  league @Iwv-fairfax.org
to Our New Members President; Jane E. George 703-631-2993
janeyglé@verizon.net
Editor: Ron Page 703-690-0908
pagegolfer@cox.net

We are happy to welcome new Ipcal membedele Derby Coordinator- Liz Brooke 703-281-3380

of Alexandria and !ve new national membefances lizbrooke@cox.net

Richardson in Vienna,Kathleen Cavanaughin Falls Subscrioti 0 theairfax VOTER lable © Eairt
. . I upscriptions to alrrax are avallable 10 non-rFalrra.

Church,Barbara Ha‘_rdmg _m H?mdon’A“kl Bryant of League members for $15 per annum. Send your check to the gbove

Please e-mail address corrections to the oflce
or call 703-658-9150

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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Proffers: Members Approve
Addition to LWVFA Land Use Position

By Karole McKalip, Program Assistant However, in some smaller counties, cash might be preferable
to manage, illustrating the argument that one size does not 't
Because of an overwhelming vote in support duriogédnber all. Some members observed that urban executive counties,
units, the following statement will be added to LYRAS Land meaning those with dense populations, should wesatial
use positionL WVFA supports the preservation of Fairfaconsideration by the state and, therefore, could be exempt
County’s ability to be !exible in negotiating with developersom impact-fee laws. There was also discussion regarding
for the cost of providing new or expanded public facilitighe Code of Virginia’s 20-year planning horizon as being too
and for the resolution of development issues restrictive for a county such as Fairfax.

The statement allows Leaguers to support theit tielagation Several questions were raised that the committikattampt

as they set off for the next session of the General Assemtayanswer in the future. How are the negotiations submitted

The issue of changing the way proffers are now set up naayg accepted? How are proffers recorded and who follows

come up again as it did last session. Local utilization amal? During the execution phase of a non-cashetdibw are

control of proffers has been a subject of debatiedrVirginia ongoing inspections handled? What happens when a project

General Assembly. One of Fairfax County’s priosti®r is only partially completed? When does the seven-year clock

the next legislative session states: “Local land use authositart ticking?

must be preserved, as appropriate community solutidfer

signi!cantly from one area of the state to another.” Although in basic support of the concept, a few members
disagreed with adding the concurrence statemeithdo

At its state level, the League’s position is to support staM/VFA Land Use Position and felt that it really siibe part

policies “that include..assistance to and increased #exibilitgf a LWV-VA position. In fact, any lobbying of the General

for localities in land use planning and control...” Becaugessembly involving proffer changes would have tdlgough

proffers are not specilcally cited as an aspethisf#exibility, the State Board. They recommended that the Fairfax League

the Proffers Study Committee recommended that supportfgoopose to the state League to incorporate similar language

maintaining the current proffer system in Fairfax County for its land use position. The LWV-VA could suppaoine

future development be spelled out in our position. preservation of local government’s ability to be #exible in
negotiating with developers.

Units voting on the concurrence totaled 99 members in favor

and 8 opposed. A signilcant number of non-unit attendees (Plans Updated from p. 2, Col. 2)

sent in their responses as well this time. Whigevibte in favor

was overwhelming, the members had many questions Hiylease increase will amount to only 2 percent for the !rst

observations. The process of proffers, both before and a¥@ar- No !gures have been released for the following years as

approval, provoked extended discussions on the importaM@k but there will be an increase and at larger percentages. If

of openness. Transparency in the negotiation, the executtBg,building cannot be !lled by current tenants, the building

and the Comp|etion was deemed important_ Seveitslware could still be demolished. The Park Authonty has offered to

outraged that the money from proffers that are not fulllldgquire within its system to see if temporary space can be

within seven years goes to the Commonwealth Tratesjmmn found for displaced groups during renovation. The authority,

Fund. Thus the county does not get its improvement and ¥tle making no promises, has also asked tenants for a wish

state gets the money, “a de'nite lose-lose for the county.’list of improvements, which for League members wloul
include an elevator and kitchen renovation. The LEXV

Asignilcant number of members noted that a blarikgtact- Board is in the process of making decisions regarding the

fee policy (a one-size-lts-all) enacted by the state would r#ndling of the oflce situation.

be reasonable, given the variety of needs among the urp==

suburban and rural areas. Changes to the law ératdefeated | Think Green . . .

last year would have substituted impact fees for all proffg Improperly sealed/caulked windows can account for

affecting Fairfax County’s #exibility. Here, oftarproffer will up to 25% of total heat loss from a house. (Envirgn-

involve land or the building of infrastructure instead of ca§ ment Canada, 2007)

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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Task Force Chair Tyler to Speak About
Tysons Plans at General Meeting

M.L. Clark Tyler is a semi-retired businessman and formPevelopment and was
government oflcial. Mr. Tyler currently serves as Chairmaa Group Vice President
of the Tysons Land Use Task Force, a group of loaafl Amtrak from 1979 =%
residents and business and property owners who will ma&el984. In the private i@
recommendations to the Fairfax Board of Supervisors on fsetor, he has served 3

new Tysons Corner Comprehensive Plan. a consultant in the mas;j i / .-":,'3?
transit industry. s, A

In his executive career, Mr. Tyler served in theSU. r’ | 'Illy‘} wn!

Department of Commerce, the Department of Transportatidrgraduate of Harvard i} ',||, i} f I

and the White House. In 1967, he was appointed by Presid¢éniversity, he also

Lyndon Johnson as the Alternate Federal Cochairman of ghaduated from the Harvard Business School’'s Adednc
Appalachian Regional Commission and was con!rmethkey Management Program. A history buff, his full nanse i
Senate. He also served as the Deputy Director of the 18¥atiwether Lewis Clark Tyler and his great-greatajr
White House Conference on Balanced Growth and Eoano grandfather is explorer William Clark.

The LWV of the Fairfax Area General Meeting
Saturday, January 23, 2010

at
COUNTRY CLUB OF FAIRFAX
5110 Ox Road (Route 123 near Braddock Road), Fairfax VA 22030

10 AM — Registration & coffee

10:30 AM

“A New Tysons - Vision or Pipe Dream?”
Clark Tyler, Chairman of Tysons Land Use Task Force

12:00 noon —Luncheon
(Reservations required for luncheon only)
Luncheon Reservation Deadline January 15, 2009— Cost: $35 per person

Menu: House Salad With Raspberry Vinaigrette, Chicken Capri [Chicken Breast With Basil Butter
and Angel Hair Pasta], Chef's Vegetables, Rolls and Butter, Special Dessert, Coffee Service

B R R R R R R R R R e s e e e e e R R e s s s s R R S S R R e L e e e 2 2 R R S S T S T T T e 2 R S T

Program is free; Luncheon, $35 per person. Make checks payablg\(&A
Mail with reservation form to:
2010 General Meeting, 10172 Turnberry Place, Oakton, VA 22124

Name Lunch @%$35 ea.
Phone Number & E-mail
Guest(s)’Name(s) Lunch @$35ea.

Total $ enclosed
For special dietary needs or questions, call Mary at 703-319-2185

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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A New Tysons: Vision or Pipe Dream?

By Lois Page, LWVFA Program Director

Most of the material below has been reproduced for you from a document entitled “Transforming Tysons.” It represent:
the recommendations of the Tysons Land Use Task Force that were presented to the Fairfax County Board of Supervis
in September 2008. The Task Force consisted of 37 members who worked for three and a half years and was hea
by M.L. Clark Tyler, our speaker for January’s General meeting. Vice chair of the Committee is State Senator Georg
Barker. The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to accept the recommendations and to refer them
the Planning Commission and Planning staff for the development of detailed Comprehensive Plan text.

Following the text of the report is a brief summary of several developments that have occurred since the report we
presented.

A Vision for the Future of Tysons « Eight pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods of mixed use
development
Imagine a Tysons Corner built for people, not cars. Imagine Taller buildings and higher densities near Metilor
an urban center where growth pays for tapering to lower densities at the borders
an infrastructure that provides needegk= —— With surrounding neighborhoods
public services and amenities arjgh » Extensive venues and opportunities
promotes environmental excellenc@ s for arts, culture, and recreation
The new Tysons will provide a ricHgie * Less overall parking, with much of it
mix of uses within walking distancegs s il . placed underground
of transit, offer workforce housing SESEEE N “esq * More local streets which invite and
include opportunities for arts, culturg f e, N e protect pedestrians with sidewalks,
and recreation, reduce sprawl, arjea trees, street level retail, and facilities
protect existing neighborhoods. P for bicycles
« Eflcient and frequent transit to rapidly
Using the principles of transit- move people throughout Tysons
oriented development, the Tysons Land Use Task Force hasRoute 7 and Route 123 serving as tree-lined bauds
established just such a long-term community vision for theto calm traflc while still allowing it to move through
future of Tysons along with the detailed recommendationsTysons
necessary for its successful implementation. * New buildings constructed to green standards
* New open spaces and parks connecting people and
These recommendations describe a transformed Tysons reighborhoods.
from a textbook case of suburban sprawl into a true 21st
century urban center that addresses the challeafjedhis is a long-term vision that will result in amplete
sustainable growth, energy conservation, envirorialertransformation from Tysons as we know it today. Séhe
protection, affordable. housing, and safe communities. changes will take decades to achieve, and will irequ
strong political will. It will also require a plan and structure
The four Metrorall stations, to be built in Tysons as part foff implementation fundamentally different from what has
the Dulles Corridor Metrorail project, will serve a catalyst been done in the past. The public and private sectors must
for this transformation. The proven strengths ahsit- work together to ensure that all facets of the desired vision
oriented design will allow the future Tysons to becomeaae implemented.
livable and vibrant urban center where people live, work,
play, shop, worship, and even retire. Signilcant chang&s achieve the vision, the Task Force recommends th
will include: the County create mechanism(s) to ensure thateted |
of development necessary to create the overallrurba
« Adramatic increase in housing at different inedavels environment being sought is carefully timed anddoated
to create a balance of residents and workers with the infrastructure and amenities necessary for a well

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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functioning “downtown” for Fairfax County. stores and personal services among the myriad shops, and
the impacts of poorly managed growth on neighboring
Tysons Today residential communities as signilcant concerns.

Over the past 40 years, Tysons has grown from a simp/§°Ns's auto domination is out of step with thergy
country crossroads to the nation’s 12th largest employmgff'servation and, environmental consciousness that |
center and among its largest retail centers. It provides {R@ortant to today’s society. With nearly half the land area
largest tax base in Fairfax County and is a major econofffvéred by impermeable surfaces, there are fewleisab
force in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The home pad€€n spaces or parks, and serious challenges mgnag

of the Fairfax County Economic Development Authority'St0rmwater.

web site notes that: ] )
Traflc and pedestrian safety are also serious corgee

« Time magazine proclaimed Fairfax County “one of thigoute 7 and portions of Route 123 are highly congested
great economic success stories of our time.” thoroughfares practically un-crossable by foot or bicycle,

« AU.S. Labor Department study called Fairfax County ti&d féw comfortable connections exist. As a resailt,
private-sector jobs leader in the Washington, D.C. area M&jority of trips, even those within easy walking distance,

« A Wall Street Journastory described Fairfax County a&'® made in cars and most end up on the major myehive
the center of federal government contracting. to an inadequate network of well connected minor streets.

Fairfax County is the heart of the Washington ard&'€ artérial barriers represented by the Beltway te

technology community and Tysons is its economic aflles Toll Road, as well as signilcant traf!c pasg through
employment center. Tysons to other destinations further divide Tysons.

Tysons is home to three Fortune 500 headquartdmmiany AS it contemplated these challenges, the Task Force
prominent national Irms. It is also one of the largest ret&fMe 10 the clear realization that Tysons simplynca
centers in the region with almost six million square feet Bf0Ve forward under its existing suburban developmen
space and two major regional malls. The Tysons area d/¥d€l- Instead, Tysons must transform into the mirba
has 26 million square feet of ofice space, more than ofi@Wntown of Fairfax County if itis to play a central role in
million square feet of industrial/#ex space, and its 14 hot8gcommodating the 1.6 million people projected to come to
are the largest concentration in the county. According to & Metropolitan Washington area by the year 2(iurce:

Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration, annuijétropolitan Washington Council of Governments Round

county tax revenue from Tysons - generated primarily frofnt Projections.)

commercial real estate and sales taxes - is approximately ) o

$300 million. The transformed Tysons, using the growthhe Opportunity: Metrorail in Tysons
anticipated in the Task Force recommendations and

consistent with market projections, will generate more th¥#ith the !nalization of plans to place four stations within

$1 billion per year under today'’s tax rates. Tysons as part of the Metrorail extension to Dulles Airport
and Loudoun County, Fairfax County was presentdiu avi
The Challenge: Moving Tysons opportunity to dramatically change and improve Tysons.

Into the 21st Century While the 1994 Comprehensive Plan had identi'ed three

otential Metrorail stations, it failed to fully recognize the
) _ - . Qrban nature of the future Tysons or to take fiMamtage of
parking spaces covering 40 million square feehat a transit-based approach to planning. Today, after a decade
more real estate devo_ted to cars tha_m people, amd Mt subsequent and continual piecemeal growth under the
parking spaces than its 17,000 residents and 105,894 pian (without the presence of Metrorail), it is clear
workers combined. Its large superblocks and campwﬁy little of Tysons’s potential has been realized.

style development are accompanied by widely separat

buildings, limited safe and useful pedestrian walisy and Throughout its process, the Task Force has heamtrfrany

roadways that_can ue highly_ congest_e d é.lt_ times. Resid%vr}lia were disappointed with the implementation ef1894
frequently point to the limited availability of geery Comprehensive Plan. It contained many good ideas, sound

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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objectives and important policies, but few of themre Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project, and High Occupgoll
implemented. It clearly was time for both a new plan anqraOT) Lanes Project.

new approach to implementation.
The Task Force studied the issues and conditions in Tysons
The Response: Engaging the Community extensively, and looked at examples of how transiénted
and Planners Together communities have been designed and implemented in areas
throughout the country. Experts from around the country
) ~were invited to provide detailed presentations on virtually
In May 2005, the Fairfax County Board of Supenssogyery aspect of Tysons redevelopment including housing,
recognized that “Tysons Corner is. the economidreng growth, transit, storm water management, transtiorta
driving Fairfax County to and through the 21st Centuljemand management, and transit-oriented development.
and the conditions established by this Comprehensive Plan

update must continue to foster. the economic vitality of og study information in suflcient detail, the Tastorce
urban center.” In response, the Board appointedk Force organized six committees met regularly, interaatéth

of stakeholders and citizens to update the 199#iplarder County staff and relevant experts, and provideditet

to achieve the following: recommendations for Task Force review. Committee topics
) _ included transportation, affordable and workforce housing,
1. Promote more mixed use; implementation, livability and walkability, landown
2. Better facilitate transit-oriented developmerdyaiitions. and communication.
(TOD);

3. Enhance pedestrian connections throughout TySOR%ie Board of Supervisors also directed the Taskcéor
4. Increase the residential component of the densi§y jnyolve and incorporate the views and concerhs o

mix; ) ) _ surrounding communities, citizen groups, smart dghow

5. Improve the functionality of Tysons; advocates, businesses, employees, environmentalists

6. Provide for amenities and aesthetics in Tysons, Sygfier special interests, in addition to landownans

as public spaces, public art, parks, etc. developers. The full Task Force held over 60 meetings and

) held even more meetings among its subcommitteés, al
(Source: Joint Board Matter dated May 23, 200g; \which were open, to the public. In addition, 45 public
establishing the Task Forces mission) meetings and workshops attended by over 2,00Qjpeatits
) were held to get broader public input. The !rst meetings
The 36 member Task Force represented the wide rangg gfe held at the beginning of the process before any actual
community interests and perspectives essential to planrmgns were drafted, and additional meetings and workshops
for the future of Tysons. The Task Force sought help boffye held at key decision points throughout thegss. The
locally and nationally as they deliberated. Theces® Task Force Chair and members also met with individuals

included extensive support from Fairfax County planning,q groups throughout the County on a regular bastsare
and transportation staffs. In addition, expert piag, information and gain input.

transportation, and public participation professionals from

around the country were engaged in an in-depth procesggg county maintained an extensive web site that included
design a new Tysons around transit and to ensure thatdf{maries and materials from each meeting, allipubl
community’s voice was heard and incorporated. materials, and videos of presentations from pubgetings.

) Online input was used to augment public meetings an
The Task Force worked closely with over a dozen publig,rkshops. Regular emails, fact sheets, and in-depth media
and private agencies, organizations, and utility prOV'd%réverage also kept the public informed. This broadeélic

responsible for managing and maintaining the services §fjg\;t helped to shape the direction of the recommendations
infrastructure necessary for Tysons. The Task Foor&ed  ¢,om the very beginning.

closely with over a dozen public and private agesgci
organizations, and utility providers responsiblenfi@naging ¢ this point the report documented the extensivialip

and maintaining the services and infrastructure Necessgbtkshops, seminars and meetings that have bedisinek
for Tysons. Meetings and presentations were coeduct

with the many state and regional authorities resibe the 2006. The task force met at least twice a month.
for transportation-related changes in Tysons including, bllﬁe

not limited to, the Virginia Department of Transportation, Task Force has maintained a comprehensivedecor

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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of its activities and reports atww.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/
tysonscorner. Two key elements essential to the future success of Tysons
redevelopment are presented in the report.
Achieving the Vision o
1) AClear Framework for Articulating a Long-Term

¢ Vision
The Task Force is presenting a vision for Tysons with
a number of detailed characteristics that are essential
for success. The vision presented will not be realized
for many decades but will require a clearly delned
framework to ensure its ultimate success. The Task
Force has identified key components that must be
achieved if Tysons is to become a functional urban
center for Fairfax County, effectively managingsitsre
of projected regional growth.

Early in the planning process, the Task Force realized tha
Tysons could not simply evolve from its currentnfor
Real success could only come about through a rhdica
transformation, taking place over many years. TaskT
Force further understood that no transformationpeasible
without a detailed vision to identify what that long-term
future would look like.

In addition, the Task Force recognized that thestaxg
county process of reviewing and approving development
proposals on a project-by-project basis would notide the ) )
opportunity to achieve the community’s vision for Tysons. 2) An Approach to Comprehensive Planning and

A new process was needed to achieve common standarddMPlementation _

and design objectives that served to integrate projects and ' N Task Force also presents a comprehensive new
implement plan elements across property boundaries. This 2PProach to implementation, designed to create the
new process will also facilitate the provision of amenities ProPer focus on fully realizing the amended plan,

that will bene!t the community as a whole. Thus it was not Providing oversight and coordination of development,
&nd achieving the desired community benelts.

enough to present the vision. It was also necessary to creat
anew approach and the tools needed to ensuealtzation.
An integral part of this approach is to strategically incregf
densities in order to maximize the benelts of transit, creg
sustainable, walkable urban environments, and dli®ons

The actual form and timing of development will be greatly
affected by market conditions, availability of ia$tructure, ] ]
the necessary phasing of development and amenities, alRecommendations: Creatlng a

combination of public and private resources. It will requiEramework and Approach for Building

a high degree of cooperation and coordination amofjga
Fairfax County, the Commonwealth of Virginia, residents, 21st Century Tysons

landowners, developers, employers, workers, and

. » t'Pﬁe Task Force has developed a wide range of
surrounding communities.

recommendations. Creating the recommendations began

Recognizing this, the Task Force is presenting to the BoWI(.Ilh _bundlng a consensus on the_Gwdmg_PIarynmg
rinciples necessary for implementing effectivensia

of Supervisors and the planning Commission a long-term

vision for a completely transformed Tysons thaétséveral orl_en'ted development. These eight Guiding P_Iannlng
: Principles were developed to re#ect the key public values
decades to be fully realized.

identiled at public meetings early in the process:

Over the coming months, detailed district plan lsage and

Inal area-wide language will be drafted by a committee of

Task Force members, staff, and consultants. The committee . . .
. . : : of the region and an expanding contributor to the tax

will also recommend necessary implementation tegles, .

. : . . base of Fairfax County.

including changes to the zoning ordinance. These products

will then be reviewed by the full Task Force and forwarded vRe_taln compatible transitions "’?t th_e edges to_ adjac'ent
. 7 neighborhoods through a combination of use, intgnsi
to the Planning Commission.

vMove Tysons forward within its existing boundaries
as the employment and commercial economic engine

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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development and implementation.
scale and/or building heights. v Strengthen targets for affordable housing.
vReduce the time, cost, and inconvenience of accessing Enhance support for arts, culture and recreation.
and moving within Tysons by promoting a functional
and accessible system of pedestrian walkwaySpeci c!lRecommendations!
trails, shuttles, bike routes, a grid of streetansit  1a. Envision Tysons as multiple connected neigtdmmb.
connections and standard principles of trip reduction. Eight distinct neighborhoods will emerge, each with
vTransform Tysons from a suburban oflce park and its own identity, arts and culture, parks, residences,
activity center into a 24/7 urban center marked by the and jobs. Venues and destinations will be created
diversity of residents and workers, a range of ideas,  where people want to spend time in the evenings and

opportunities, and activities, the quality of buildings, on weekends, de'ning Tysons as a more complete
aesthetics, and open spaces, and connections and place.
accessibility for all. 1b. Establish a transit-oriented approach to dgnsit

vReduce the suburban focus on isolated buildings,  Building densities will be highest within 1/8 mile
surface parking and moving vehicles through Tysons  of Metro stations, with #oor area ratios (FAR) of up
to somewhere else and connect new buildings, urban  to 6.0. These densities will decrease as the distance
parks, structured parking, and pedestrian and bicycle  from stations increases, with FARs ranging from
accommodations to form engaging streetscapes and  1.75 up to 2.75 beyond 1/3 mile from stations and

connected neighborhoods. lower densities in conformance with the current
VvAttract mixed-use transit-oriented development and Plan beyond 1/2 mile from stations. In additionda
private investment to Metrorail station areas aadsit within 600 feet of form-giving circulator routes will

connection locations throughout Tysons, including have FARs ranging from 1.5 up to 2.5.

increased housing supply, choices, and price points,ic. Link development intensities to community benelts.

service opportunities, and of!ce space. Increased intensity alone will not create livabéeps.
vEngage people, communities, institutions, and the  To achieve the highest intensities, new developsnent

private sector with government to include in Tysons will be required to provide a variety of bene!tsch

the distinctive architecture, civic focal points, cultural as an appropriate mix of uses, contributions to the

and educational institutions, places of worshipjiced grid of streets, open e

facilities, entertainment and recreation, libraries, and space, publicartand ..

public safety facilities that mark environmentally cultural amenities, RN

sound, safe and inclusive urban communities. environmental X\} KOST] >
vRespect the unique natural features and topography enhancements, e /

of Tysons in all plans, expand useable and publicly and affordable and| ... e {

accessible open space and improve the existingatatu workforce housing. = Y

environment. Requirements will

vary based on the
(Source: Guiding Planning Principles adopted by the Task  specilc site location and circumstance.
Force in September 2006.) 1d. Create a balance between jobs and residents. Jobs
could increase from 105,000 today to as many as
The summary of recommendations below represents those 200,000 at the end of the planning horizon. Theeotir
items that are essential to future development. While the  residential population of 17,000 could increase to

exact details of each will evolve over time, none can be 100,000 residents, requiring a considerable increase

ignored. in housing units to provide a better jobs/housing
balance. Giving people the opportunity to live near
1. Create a People-Focused Urban Setting their workplaces could generate fewer auto trigs an
result in less traflc congestion.
Policy Changes Required le. Promote mixed use development with street-level
v Allow signilcantly higher densities in Transit Orieed retail. People wil be able to run errands, and Ind
Development (TOD) areas and along form-giving restaurants, entertainment, and shopping all within
circulator routes. walking distance of their homes, offices, and

v Create urban standards to guide all aspects of Tysons  transit.
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1f. Promote the development of affordable and wodd
housing. Incentive-based requirements will extend 2d. Create a system of

the County policy for affordable and workforce
housing beyond the current 12% to 20% of residentia
development and allow more people to live close to
their work.

1g. Apply design guidelines. Speci!c and detailed urban

1h.

guidelines will help to create a sense of place and a
vital urban environment.

residential, retail, and commercial areas.

circulators. A series of
local circulators will
move people to and fro
Metro and within Tysons,
including high-frequency
routes on dedicated rights
of way.

Create accessible urban streetscapes. Smaller block®e. Create neighborhood transit and non-motorized

throughout Tysons provide a focus on pedestrian and
bicycle access. The grid of streets include complete
sidewalks that allow people to walk throughout
Tysons. Streetscapes will be enhanced by shadg tree
pedestrian amenities, and underground utilities.

1i. Design community services for an urban envirentn

Public safety services, libraries, health care, and

connections. To supplement the circulator system,
local transit, such as bus or trolley, will serve

other areas outside of walking distance to Metro
or the circulators. People living in surrounding

neighborhoods will have the option of using

neighborhood transit systems and increased
pedestrian and bicycle connections to Tysons.

recreation facilities will be adapted to serve people 2f. Plan development to provide access to transit. The

quickly and effectively in an urban setting and will
be implemented commensurate with growth.

1j. Include cultural and educational institutigmsblic art,

2. Redesign the Transportation Network

and spaces for arts participation and enjoyment.

With a Strong Transit

Policy Changes Required
vChange and transition the current parking requirgsne

to re#tect an urban environment

2b.

2C.

and discourage automobile
usage.

v Allow for the development
of appropriate urban streets.

Speci c!Recommendations!
2a. Create a 'ne grid of streets.

29.

2h.

most intense development will occur within walking
distance of Metro stations and along the circulator
routes and most areas of Tysons will be within
walking distance of either a circulator stop or Metro
station.

Apply Transportation Demand Management. TDM
strategies will reduce the number of car trips and
increase the eflcient use of transportation services.
These could include transit coordinators, carpool/
vanpool incentives, transit subsidies, flex-work
arrangements, guaranteed ride home, and parking
management.

“Right size” parking. Urban parking standards
will result in less overall parking near Metrorail to
encourage the use of other modes of transportation.

3. Strong Focus on the Environment

The current superblocks will be transformed intg0licy Changes Required

manageable streets to keep local traflc off major V
roadways, create more pathways for traflc #ow,
and provide a safe, accessible pedestrian andéicyc
environment. v
Use “complete streets” design principles. Complete
streets will be designed to enable safe access for all
users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit v
riders of all ages and abilities will safely moversy

and across a complete street. v
Create extensive bicycle lanes and facilities.
Residents and workers will be able to travel by
bicycle on dedicated on-road facilities, making use
of bike racks, bike lockers and other facilities at

Strengthen requirements for green buildings by
requiring LEED Silver or equivalent by 2013.
Develop and implement urban standards for parks.
Strengthen requirements and introduce new methods
for managing stormwater to reduce runoff to that of
forested conditions

Set goals for reductions in vehicle miles traveled
by residents .

Over the next 25 years, more will be understood
regarding the effects of low impact design, LEED
construction, enhanced transportation demand
management strategies and the impact of transit
oriented design. With this knowledge, additional
steps in building design and urban planning can
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be implemented to achieve the long-term goal for

Tysons of carbon neutrality by 2030. Create a new implementing authority. The authority will
be established by the Supervisors to be the “Keeper of the
Speci c!Recommendations! Vision” and ensure that the overarching goalsajectives

3a. Develop and connect parks and green spadehe new Comprehensive Plan are implemented.
throughout Tysons. Many acres of new parkland
in restored streams, green spaces, trails, aPowers and responsibilities of the implementing authority
neighborhood parks, will create a green netwoshould include:
throughout Tysons. A large signature park space e« Work with Fairfax County to develop new Zoning
should be developed to serve as a central gathering Ordinance language and categories to address the
space and cultural venue. unique requirements of this urban downtown.
3b. Require green building standards. All new buildings « Work with Fairfax County to develop new urban
in Tysons will be LEED certiled or the equivalent. standards for determining appropriate infrastruetur
Bonus density will be provided for buildings ceed needs.
above the base level. After 2013 new buildings will « Develop and enforce a set of design guidelinesttect
be required to achieve LEED Silver certilcation or  the “vision” and to supplement the Comprehensive
the equivalent. Plan and the Zoning Ordinance as necessary to further
3c. Restore existing streams. Scotts Run, Old Gouse de!ne the new urban “downtown”.
Branch, and other streams in Tysons will be restoreds Research and develop, on an annual basis, a list
to create spaces for recreation as appropriate, to of priorities and appropriate phasing to ensure
maintain environmental protection, and to preserve that necessary infrastructure and public amenities
and enhance buffers to surrounding residential will support development
communities. and accommodate Plan
3d. Use green streets design principles. Streets will recommendations .
vegetated facilities to manage stormwater rung « Participate in the zoning process
at its source and create a sustainable stormw through design review to insure
strategy that exceeds regulatory compliance a that applications are integrated
resource protection goals. with surrounding properties, and
3e. Implement rigorous stormwater management. &airf are in accordance with the design

water will be managed by detention, in!ltration, guidelines, the Comprehensive
retention, reuse, and low impact development Plan and zoning before being submitted to the Ftgnn
techniques used during redevelopment. Commission and Board of Supervisors.

3f. Set aggressive goals for automobile independences Continuously monitor and review the plans, zoning
The goal is to reduce vehicle miles traveled per codes and development progress and recommend any
resident of Tysons to below the regional average. changes as necessary.
e Plan and implement initiatives that complement and
supplement those of the county in order to enhance

4. Create an Authority for Implementation FheI qduality of life in Tysons. These initiatives yna
That Provides FIeXIb”Ity’ Accounta_b”lty’ « Common elements like schools, parks, libraries,
and Resources Necessary to Achieve the and other public facilities
Vision « Transportation enhancements such as the
construction and operation of circulators and other
Policy Changes Required transit not provided entirely by government
v Improve the means of evaluating zoning changes  * Improving streetscapes through landscaping,
to bring speed, clarity and predictability to the sidewalks, lighting and street furniture
process. « Supporting infrastructure improvements
v Develop new tools and mechanisms to finance  * Enhancing public safety with security staff,
infrastructure improvements and amenities. organizing public watch and information programs,
and security cameras
Speci c!Recommendations! * Enhancing the physical environment with programs
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to control litter and graffiti and maintaininguneasiness of residents in nearby McLean and Viaboat
common landscapes a large urban center next door. However, businessmthe
« Providing cultural and recreational activities.  area say they must have suflcient density to make it worth
» Raise and expend funds for all of the types tieir while to tear down the low rise buildings currently in
improvements and initiatives to be carried out kpylace.
the authority. Funding mechanisms to be created

and used by the authority could include: In an article dated October 30, entitled “Tysons Will Need
$15 Billion—'With a B, Rein reports that Countygnners
» Tax Increment Financing feel that is the amount needed to accommodatelthitamal
» County, State & Federal funding traflc such dense population entails. Even thoubghtt
* Improvement Districts. amount includes the $2.6 allocated for the Silver Line, $7
» Additional capital development authoritiesbillion for roads, bus service, and two additional rail lines
* Public-private partnerships that will not be spent until after 2030, and aruagstion that

« Transfer of Development Rights/Air Rights land owners will donate land for some of the infrastructure,
that still leaves lot of money needed for roads, sidewalks,

Some Recent Developments interchanges and the like. Funding sources ofitlagnitude
are not immediately in evidence.

Two articles byWashington Posteporter Lisa Rein this
fall indicate the diflculty of bringing to fruition land use
changes of the scale being proposed. In her article d

However, the original task force members question t
a%aumptions behind this !gure and the timing. Cgunt

- NS ) ners are saying that some of the roads must be in place
September 15, 2009, Rein's headline is "Plans DSquiare ., q e density can be increased. In response, a county-

With Tysons Vision.” She reported that the courgjesning gointed panel has said that unless high-rise clusters can

staff has concluded that the density recommended i_n @g built soon, the county cannot count on the roads and
report needs to be scaled back, that the proposed CItya‘rﬁenities the developers will provide. The amouoint

too urban. preparation needed for increased traflc is questioned, also,

The task f - d eight mini-citi .. as the task force’s vision intended to attract workers who
e task force envisioned eight mini-cities sprin@i |, o their cars at home.

up around the four major roadways that de!ne theaar
Developers would be allowed to build high-densititdings A
as much as 6 times the area of the land and in return w%
proffer land or cash toward walkable streets, pahies
stations and other infrastructure.

uestion still being pondered is what happens if we do
ing. BOS Chair Sharon Bulova, noting the growtthe

county in the last 40 years, asks “How do you acoodate

[the projected growth] in a way that doesn’t exacerbate the

. . . . roblems created by the way we’ve grown until now?”
Jim Zook, the county’s planning director, and his staff haee y Y g

concluded that that kind of density, which would take 40
years to realize, would overwhelm traflc, increasing !ve-
fold the square feet of oflces, etc., that are there currenfly.

They cite the need to build the needed roads before high-
rises can be constructed. Consequently they have devjsed
rules that reduce by one third the building recommended

by the task force.

Supporters of the original plan protest that a shuttle Qus
system is a crucial element that will handle internal traf!t.
Those who worked almost 4 years to create a pedestrjan-

oriented plan feel that the reduced plan is shortsighted. “|t’s

business as usual: suburban development standards we're = Thi
trying to get away from,” said Clark Tyler, the Task Forge rom IS
chair.

To This
What Do You Think?

Among the challenges facing the Tysons vision s th
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b Mark Your Calendar - January 27 . . .

L WV-VA Members to

riRemind State Legislators
of League Positions

Leaguers have a chance to go to Richmond on Jan
2010, to learn what is going on in the 2010 Gene
Assembly. LWV of Virginia’s annual League Day wil
be Wednesday, January 27, starting with the Wome
Legislative Roundtable (WRT) at 8:30 a.m., modetai
by LWV-VA. The meeting then segues into lobbyin

info from LWV-VA Lobbyist Anne Sterling and LWV-
VA President Olga Hernandez who will give an upda
on League action priorities so you can talk with yo
legislator about the issues. (You may want toatadiad
to make an appointment with your representativey
can watch the House or Senate proceedings from
Gallery in the Capitol and have lunch in the cafete
in the G.A. building. The WRT and info meeting tak
place in the General Assembly Building, Senate Roq
3 West [on Capitol Square]. Carpools will be forme
from Fairfax to Richmond; contact LWVFA Actio
Director Jane Hilder to Ind out more at 703-960-682

or jc.hilder@verizon.net










