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Annual Meeting Offers Something for Everyone

A'is for April and for Annual Meeting, a great time to demonstrate your commitment
to the League process. Some of the many opportunities:

« catch up with League friends, especially the ones not in your unit

* approve the proposed program items, or add some of your own

* approve the proposed budget for next year or suggest changes in priority

 approve proposed by-laws changes or revise them

* Ind out what went on behind the scenes at the just-completed Va. General

Assembly Session
* enjoy a delicious lunch somewhere other than in your own kitchen

How can you resist? Registration form inside (see page 5).
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children. Frances died in January 2005 and grdeesi

The President’s services were held in early February.

Message Shortly after her death the LWVFA oflce was notiled
by letter that the League of Women Voters of the Fairfax
Thank you so much for your response t&rea was named as a benelciary in her estate. The estate’s
my plea of last month. We are so closgrobation was completed in late 2009 and the LWVFA
to having a full slate of nominees fofreceived the Irst of two installments.
oflcers, directors and other positions,
just missing Voters Service Outreach and an assiste The LWVFA will be good stewards of Frances Silver's
Una White with community elections. And they may brgacy, using it in coming years to augment its activities
llled by the time you are reading thiail Richmond and  to keep our members and the community informed about
her committeeRona Ackerman, Viveka Fuenzalida and jssues of importance and to further the good government
Gloria Haher—have done an excellent job as Nominatinginciples that are the heart of the League of Wokers.
Chair and committee. New people with new ideas are mgi@nces was a typical League member; yet, she believed
than welcome on the board-we need them! | am excitgfimuch in what LWV stands for and does that she chose
to work with these people and plan on expanding our c@é€leave a substantial gift, which will benelt us for years

services and events as well as starting some new “stang@i¢bme. THANK YOU Frances; we wish we had known
events” that will help our community and also attract neygu better!

members.
The more people we have working on making the Lea Have You Written the
more responsive, the less responsibility each pdras. And LWVEA into Your Will?

the enjoyment of working with people toward a comm
goal is invigorating. The way our government is worki
today(?), more reasoned, nonpartisan voices adede&nd

that's us—the League. So, get involved. The more we | 1 NINK @bout leaving your
involved, the better government we have. There is noth Iegacy to the women

in nature that blossoms with neglect.

who follow.
Thank you for all you do for the League.
Janey
LWVFA Fairfax VOTER 2009 - 2010
Who Was Francis Silver . .. ? This newsletter, partially funded by the League of Women Vote}s
of Fairfax Area Education Fund, is published 10 times each yer-
Former League Member from September to June by:
) ) . The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area
Recognizes the LWVFA in  WiIll 4026 Hummer Road, Suite 214
Annandale, VA 22003-2403
By Sherry Zachry 703-658-9150 (Info/fax/answering machine)
www.lwv-fairfax.org  lwvfa@vacoxmail.com

As many of us in the Fairfax Area League learned recenflys .ciqent: Jane E George 703-631-2293

we have a generous benefactor named Frances Silver fvho janeyg16@verizon.net

included a legacy to LWVFA in her will. Who was FrancgsEditor: Ron Page 703-690-0908

Silver? Here is what we have found out from the folks who _ , pagegolfer@cox.net
Coordinator: Liz Brooke 703-281-3380

knew Frances and attended League meetings with her. .
lizbrooke@cox.net
Frances Sllver was a qu|et member of the Spnngleld U §ubscripti0ns to th&airfax VOTERare available to non-Fairfa
who attended many League functions but never hel League members for $15 per annum. Send your check to the gbove
. .. : . Ja (?ress and request a subscription.
leadership position in the League. Frances was dedicdte
. . - I 1 |

to her husband Louis, who preceded her in death. Together, Please e mgr"cﬁld%zs_ecsogg‘iggns to the oflce
they were very active in partisan politics. Theyd e

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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Action Faction . . .

Board of Supervisors Increases Property Tax
Rate - Public Hearing Scheduled

By Jane Hilder, Action Director a police oflcer to every middle school would end. This has
been part of the combined approach that is credititl
On March 9, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors votaélping reduce gang recruitment and violence. He also noted
to advertise a property tax rate of 1.12 per $100 of asseshatlemergency psychiatric services in north anthscounty
valuation. If that rate is adopted, it will be 8 cents per $1G@uld be terminated, forcing those in crisis to travel to the
higher than the rate levied in 2009. The LWVFA Board seWwoodburn Center to receive help. Hyland considecse
a letter in support of this action. Thanks to all members whats unacceptable and noted he has constituents requesting
contacted their supervisors on this issue. County Executiviax hike to 1.22.
Tony Grifln based his proposed budget on a tax rate of 1.09,
but he had recommended that the BOS advertise afratl2 The stormwater district tax, which began as a penny on the
to have the "exibility to restore some of the cuts he had maele rate, is now dedicated to a separate fund for addressing
when crafting the budget. stormwater runoff issues in the county. That would add 1%
cents to the tax rate. Frey and Herrity opposeéuiding this
The main problem this year is that county revertugge tax, but other supervisors noted that it is going to be required
dropped in every area, but needs have increased. Declimeter Chesapeake Bay regulations.
in residential property assessments average 5.E&pe
this year, not as steep as last year’s, and Grifln noted tithle Supervisors also voted to consider reinstadirigcal
property values in many communities have leveled off. Bughicle licensing fee that would be collected with personal
commercial property valuations have dropped drastically psoperty tax. Longtime residents will recognize this as the
an average of 18.29 percent. County income from sales toynty “decal fee” but without the decal. Evidently residents
personal property tax, and federal and state funtiewe resented removing the old decal each year more than paying
declined, pushing more of the county funding burden ornt® tax, since many residents suggested reinstatibhgould
residential property. Even a tax rate of 1.12, if approved, wély charges of up to $33 per passenger vehicle and $38 for
mean substantial cuts in services. a vehicle heavier than 4,000 Ibs. This fee was abolished with
the annual decal in 2006, but it is one of the ways the state
The budget Grifln proposed at 1.09 would mean the averagws localities to diversify the revenue base. Supervisors
county homeowner would pay slightly less property tax th&rey, Cook and Herrity voted against considering the vehicle
last year. It would mean a loss of about 300 coyoibg, fee. The Board also voted to hold a public heasimgdopting
many of which are currently not !lled due to concern abouburthouse facilities fees for civil cases. These are currently
the impending budget crisis. It also proposes to freeze cowdgessed only in criminal cases.
staff salaries for the second year in a row. It would make cuts
in park and library hours and services, and service reductitiusme of these taxes and fees has been !nalized yet. Public
through the Community Services Board, which suppli@earings will be held to solicit citizen input on all of them.
mental health and substance abuse treatment agrdhotman LWVFA will testify on Thursday, April 8. Any member who
services in the county. There would be cuts in public safetgints to testify as an individual can contact the Clerk to the
services and reduced overtime. And, there would be cut8ward of Supervisors.

numerous public school programs.

Eight of the ten supervisors voted to advertise the higher !EDVVVDC Plans COOkbOOk

rate of 1.12, with Cook and Herrity voting against. That dogbe LWVDC is preparing a recipe book in conjunction with
not mean the majority will eventually vote to implement tlbe 90th birthday of the National League and owai@ér. The
1.12 rate. It does leave the option open during the couhopk will be edited by Goody Braun, whose byline, Goody
budget hearings on April 6-8 and Board deliberagio®olomon, has appeared on food and nutrition articles in the
culminating in approval of the Inal budget on Ap@l7. local and national press for many years

Supervisors Cook and Herrity felt that a recession was no

time to be raising taxes, while Supervisor Hyland noted tifasr more information contact Goody Braun at 17 2drSt.,
under the 1.09 rate proposal, the current policy of assigningshington, DC 20011 or goody.solomon@verizon.net.

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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Speaker for Annual Meeting Will Report on

Recent VA Legislative Session

The speaker for LWVFAs Annual Meeting i
Anita Kumar, staff writer for thg&Vashington
Postwho focuses on Virginia governmen
After spending many hours in Richmond i
the past few months, Ms. Kumar has agre
to share some of her observations of a
insights into the achievements of the Virgin
General Assembly as its two-month sessi
draws to a close.

Ms. Kumar has covered Virginia politics an
government in the Richmond bureau of the

A native Virginian, she grew up in
Charlottesville and attended the University
of Virginia (1992 graduate). She spent
a decade at th8t Petersburg Time#
Florida, covering local, state and federal
government and politics, including U.S.
Senate races in 2004 and 2006. Prior to
that, she worked or interned briefly at
three small Virginia newspapers - the
Daily Progressin Charlottesville, the
Star-Exponentn Culpeper and thilews

& Advancean Lynchburg—and thHews &

Washington Postince 2007. She covered the Recordin Greensboro, N.C.
U.S. Senate race in 2008, the gubernatorial race in 2009 and _
three regular legislative session and Govs. Tim Kaine apide has served on panels and helped with debate&/i-A

Bob McDonnell. in the past.

Workers Needed to Monitor Latest on “Penny for
Community Elections Affordable Housing” Program

As the snow is Inally melting, the usual commuretgctions LWVFA members may be asking what happened to therfp

for springtime are beginning to be scheduled, badYWVFA for affordable housing.” That penny was reduceabtout half

is being asked to assist. So far, there are twongld for a penny in 2009. Now, with a shrinking tax base, even a full
May. The Prince William League election for Four Seasopsnny does not bring in as much tax revenue. In the county
at Historic Virginia has been rescheduled for Monday, Mayecutive’'s budget, about $4 million would be available for
10. We have been helping them with the particulars and tiraplementing the “Blueprint for Affordable Housirigs6

have agreed to share a few dollars with us if we can suppiyiion of that penny fund is already committedi&bt service

few registrars and vote counters. on bonds for earlier housing projects.

The McLean Community Center has contacted us fon January 26, the BOS adopted the “Blueprint fardlable
assistance again this May. They are planning to have ltwising” that was drafted by the Board’s housingouottee,
McLean Day celebration on Saturday, May 15, and wantdieaired by Supervisor Hudgins. Chairman Bulovaestat
have the voting booth open all day again as last year, fribrat this plan signals a change in emphasis from purchasing
10:30 to 5:00; volunteers are needed to count votes atwhmekforce housing units in danger of being sold emiverted
center afterward, as well. to market rate housing to an emphasis on endin@lessness

in 10 years. This plan would require $10 million in 2011 for
We have also heard from the Skyline Plaza Condominiumraplementation, primarily in the form of rent subsidies.
Baileys Crossroads inquiring about their June election. The
details have not yet been worked out, but they usually hale BOS set housing priorities at their retreat that placed
their election the second Wednesday in June. So please magkention of homelessness at the top and workforce
your calendar and plan to volunteer. housing as the lowest priority. The Board voted to accept the

blueprint, but implementation would depend on alaiity of
If you are able to help with any of these, please give Uluading at budget adoption. The priorities in order are ending
White a call or send an email (703-922-87@hawhite@ homelessness within a decade, affordable housinghéo
gmail.com). These elections contribute a large portion disabled and seniors, reducing the waiting lists for affordable
our discretionary income and take only a few hours of yduwusing, and expanding affordable housing optionerftry-
time. level middle-income public-sector workers.

www.lwv-fairfax.org
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May Unit Meetings:
State Election Laws






